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DuxpEE, 24th March, 1740. 


My dearly beloved young Centlemen, | | 


T RECEIVED your moſt agreeable letter, with which 

I was much refreſhed. And though I know you 
not by face, yet ſeeing you are pleaſed to acquaint 
me of your joining together in a religious ſociety for 
ſuch excellent purpoſes as you mention in your letter, 
and to defire my prayers, advice, and aſſiſtance for 
pour encouragement in your reſolutions; expreſſing 
alſo your hopes that what I write to you map be uſe- 
ful, not only to your lately erected fociety, but to o- 
BE thers alſo in the place: I cannot refuſe to comply with 
pour earneſt requeſts. I have endeavoured to encou- 
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= 10, To ſhew the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of ſuch 
I 1 ; ſocieties.--- | : | | 3 ＋ 
das, To offer ſome advices for the more ſucceſsful 
management of them. | | 
44G to the firſt; religious ſociety or Chriſtian fel- 
lowſnip, which I recommend, it lies in a mutual ſer- 
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viccableneſs of Chriſtians to one another in ſpiritual 
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dings, by communicating their gifts and graces to each | 
other, for mutual benefitand edification, Thisfellowſhip 
L „ 4 2 I look 
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4 The Duty and Advantage 


I look upon as an excellent mean of dirine inſtitution and te 
for promoting true piety and godlineſs in the land, whole 
and for preſerving it in corners where it is ready to often 
decay. Obſerve how warmly the Spirit of God doth i one a1 
recommend it to us, Eccl. iv. 9. Two are better than ſelves 
ene ; becauſe they have a good reward for their labour. ¶ chemſ 


Ver. 10. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow : The 
but we #9 him that is alone when be falleth ; for h WM be pt 
bath not another to help him up Ver. 11. Again, if tw Teri 2 
lie together, then they have heat: But how can one b: fellow 
warm alcne ? Ver. 12. And if one prevail againſt him, > many 
ru Hall withſtand him; and a threefold cord is not text 
quickly broken. In like manner he recommends this Wulfici 
religious, fellowſhip, Prov. xxvii. 1). Iron ſharpeneth ¶ dence 
iron, ſe a man ſharpeneth the countenance of hts friend. God | 
—-AS this fellowſhip was anciently recommended, 01 77 1 ſonab 
we find it anciently practiſed by the fearers of God, | perilo 


Mal. ili. 16. Then they that ſeared the Lord, ſpake " =tclude 
ten one to another, and the Lord hearkened, Sad heard it, 5 Imme 
and a book of remembrance was written before him for Ee 

them that feared the Lord and thought upon his name. Zroget 
There we ſee, the fearers of the Lord in thoſe days 45 YN it Of 
did not live like ſtrangers, but ſpoke often together; 15 at ; 7 
they often met to converſe together, not about ſecular |: I vl 
- matters, but about things tending to the honour of ©. 
that God whom they feared and ſerved : for God is 
ſo well pleaſed with their converſe, that he obſerves 


and records it. Again, obſerve the time of their re- Meet 


ligious converſe, pointed at by the word then ; which In li 
may teach us how much this converſe is the duty of ein, 

8 d 
our day, if we conſider the preceding part of Mala - ene 
chi's prophecy. The time of their conferring toge- 


ther was, when fad corruptions abounded both a- 
mong the prieſts and the people: it was then, when 
the covenant of Levi was corrupted, and many were 
made to ſtumble at the law; then, when Judah 8 
dealt treacherouſly with God, MNighted his ordinances, 1 
and offered the blind and lame him in ſacrifice; then, 
when religion was openly: Teprouched and contemned, 

Ep and 
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tution and terrible judgments were threatened againſt the 
land, whole land; then it was that the fearers of the Lord 
ady to WW often met and conſulted together, for ſtrengthening 
| doth one another in the ſervice of God, for arming them- 
than ſelves againſt the common contagion, and ſecuring 
abour, themſelves from the common dangers: 

llow The late famous Doctor Calamy, in a ſermon which 
fer hehe preached and publiſhed on this text, London, A- 
F tus pril 23d, 1714, doth prove the warrantableneſs of 
one b: fellowſhip-meetings, and preſs them warmly with 


W many arguments: and, though we had not another 
75 not text for them in all the Bible, this one in Malachi is 


ke ofs clude, that in our age and time, when infidelity and 
rd it, immorality do abound, and the Lord's judgments are 


n for in the earth, that it is the duty of Chriſtians to join 
name. gogether in private meetings, for keeping up the cre- 
days it of religion now when it is run down and ſcoffed 
ther; t; and alſo for faſting, humbling, and afflicting our 
cular +2 
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puls for the ſins of the places where we dwell, and 
bor arerting wrath from them, and for pleading with 
od is he Lord to appear for his own intereſt and cauſe. 
erres For theſe very purpoſes we find Ezra and his men 
| * Meeting together for faſting and prayer, Exra viii. 23. 
hi AX lik did 2 | - 
hich In like manner did queen Eſther with her maideng 
* 


Join together in faſting and prayer for averting threat- 
© : 2 nr « 
enced ruin, Eſther iv. 16. This alſo was the practice 


2 
2. 


pf the Lord's people during their captivity at Babylon, 
>, IT) * - . 
ha- Pal cxxxvii. 1. They went in companies, and ſat 


BY own by the rivers of Babylon, where they wept, and 
were gemembered Zion, both in their prayers to God, and 

5 onverſe one with another. This religious converſe 
35 mong the people of God, for knowing his mind and 
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heir duty in particular caſes, we find expreſsly com- 
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6 The Duty and Advantage 


his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath pleal 


ay fcilo 


the Lord anſwered? and what hath the Lord ſpoken ? | | 
Likewiſe this religious converſe is propheſied of, as ** 


that which would much abound in goſpel-times, Zech. mec 
viii. 21, 23. The inhabitants of one city ſhall go to ans. Wl with 
ther, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, 8 ©® th 
and to ſeek the Lord of hoſts : I will go alſs. They /ba!l! i Ge. 
fake hold of the ſhirt of him that is a Few, ſaying, We meet 
will go with you ; for we have heard that God is with WF 2%, 
you, Then they would flock together, invite and ex- he h 
cite one another to ſeek the Lord. We ſee holy Da. and 
vid was much delighted and taken up with this reli- 3 
gious fellowſhip, Pſal. cxix. 63. 7 am a companion of We p52 
all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy pre. 115 
cepts. How chearfully doth he invite all ſuch to come —_ 
and join with him in this holy fellowſhip ! Pſal. Ixvi. 3 
16. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and 1 ui r 
declare what he hath done for my ſoul, —_ ; 5 
According to the forefaid ancient prophecies, and 5 
the practice of the Old Teſtament faints, we read o 1 


. 
” 
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ſuch private meetings with his diſciples for religious to: 
exerciſes in the days of his fleſh, which are recorded Te 
for our imitation; Matth. xiii. 36, 5 1.—-xvii. 12— fre 
XX. 17.---Xxiv. 3. Mark iv. 34.---vi. 30, 31.— viii. * 
27. Luke ix. 18.---xi, 1. John xiv. 1, 2, Cc. And ft is 
after his reſurrection we read of many fellowſſup- meet aa 
ings which Chriſt had with his difciples in private, Fea 
as that one which he had with the two diſciples that tha 
were going to Emmaus. O how long and how ſweet? ther 
| ly did he converſe with them about ſpiritual things! | Che 
g Luke xxiv. Ig, Sc. And again, that ſame evening. he Be i 23. 
| had another pleaſant meeting in private with the eleven 4-7 
> diſciples in Jeruſalem, and others met with them, 6 a 
Luke xxiv. 33, 36. It was on the evening of the firſt EY met 
day of the week, that the diſciples met with ſhut | yer 
1 doors for private edification, and ſtrengthening one fent 


another in that dark time: then it was that Chriſt was 
| Pleaſed 8 
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of Religious Societies. 7 


# hath P pleaſed to come to their meeting, and hold ſweet 
oken » fellowſhip with them. This John alſo relates, John 
of, 23 x. 19, Go. Alſo we read of another ſuch private 
Zech. meeting they had eight days after, when T homas was 
2 and. with them, which our bleſſed Lord did likewiſe join, 
Lerd, ts their great comfort and edification, John XX. 26, 
Bal! GC Afterwards he had another bleſſed fellowſhip- 
„ Ne meeting with them at the ſea of Tiberias, John xxi. 
7% 14, 15, Cc. And, after that, another ſweet meeting 
d ex. he had with them at Bethany, when he bleſſed them, 
7 Da. and aſcended from them, Luke xxiv. 50, Cc. : | 
rell. &F And, according to our Lord's example while on 
on of earth, we find after his aſcenſion that this religious 
pre- iellowſhip in private was ſtedfaſtly kept up and 
come maintained by all the primitive Chriſtians, as it is re- 
Ixvii corded, Acts ji. 42, 46. Yea, then they reckoned 
" will this Chriſtian fellowſhip fo eflential to their religion, 

that they made the communion of ſaints an article of 
Ew” Wes their creed; fo that, in theſe early times, they were 
ad of not looked upon as Chriſtians, who did not maintain 


55 55 
and cleave to this fellowſhip, and take pleaſure in the 


8 27 4 eonverſe and ſociety of Chriſtians. No ſooner was 
zou n converted, and come to Jeruſalem, but he eſſayed 
ded | jp 8 the meetings of the diſciples there, Acts ix. 26. 
2.--- 8 ; ele praying ſocieties were then very common and 
viii. trequent at Jeruſalem and other places, as appears 


from many inſtances recorded in the book of the Acts. 
I t is ſaid, Acts i. 14 Theſe all continued with one acs 
cord in prayer and ſupplication, with the women, &c. 
Tea, ſo familiar and common were theſe meetings in 
1 2 thaſe early days, that Peter and John went ſtraight ta 
them, when they were diſmiſſed from the council 
; th where they had been examined and threatened, Acts iv. 
23. And being let go, they went to their own company, 
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"3 and reported all that the chief priefts and elders had ſaid b 


unto them. Again, we find ſuch a religious ſociety 
met and praying in the houſe of Mary (as many others 
were doing at that time for Peter in priſon under 
fentence of death) to which meeting Peter came 
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- you ſhall agree on earth, as touching any thing they bal! 


our godly anceſtors cleave to their meetings in this 


2 The Duty and Advantage 
ftraight when he was delivered, and declared what WW. 1: 
God had done for him, and defired them to go and 
tell the news to other ſocieties, Acts xii. 5, 12, 17, troub 
Likewiſe we find a religious company of Cornelius's well 
friends gathered together in his houſe, when God times 
fent Peter to preach to them, Acts x. 27. Alſo we 
read of a company of women reſorting together for begin 
N at a place by a river fide at Philippi, to whom I turall 

aul preached, Acts xvi. 13. And theſe praying ſo- on, 
cieties were ſo notour thro” all the Chriſtian churches gener 
in Paul's time, that, when he writes to the ſaints in nd o 
Rome, his requeſt is for their united prayers to God nem 
for him, Rom. xv. 30. 1 beſeech you, that ye firive ate ( 
together in your prayers to God for me. And ſuch note 
joint ſocial prayers are ſo pleaſant and acceptable to {Mheſe 
God, 'that our Lord makes a gracious promife for #1011 


their encouragement, Matth. xviii. 19, 20. F two of Privat 


aſh, it ſball be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midſt of them. Many , © 
times have God's people in praying ſocieties had theſe , 2 

promiſes made good to them: of which the ſociety * 3 
in the houſe of Mary had the ſweet experience; for feep 
the Lord ſent the anſwer of their prayers to the door _'F* 
before they parted, Acts xii. 13. In like manner have 
other praying ſocieties had remarkable returns of pray- 
er from a prayer-hearing God. It was this that made 


land in times of hotteſt perſecution, when our rulers 
raged, and fought to ruin all who haunted them; 
yet they riſked their all in this world, to enjoß 
the ſweetneſs and benefit of Chriſtian fellowſhip in 
private meetings. And how ſhameful a thing muſt 
it be for us their poſterity to be unwilling to attend 
ſuch religious meetings, when we have nothing to 
_ by it fave a little reproach from ſcoffers at 
picty. * z 25 


Iin- 


ttend 


| 0 mote the edification of one another. 


| bf Religious Societies. 9 
| T intend not to favour their opinion, who would 
have theſe praying meetings reſtricted to times of 
Werouble and perſecution only. No; ſuch ſocieties, 
well regulated, are moſt uſeful and beneficial at all 
times and ſeaſons. And it is always obſerved, as 
worthy Mr. Boſton ſays, in pariſhes where the goſpel 
begins to thrive, that theſe meetings are ſet up as na- 
Wt urally as birds draw together in the ſpfing. I muſt 
own, that I take it as a promiſing token to the riſing 
eneration, that ſo many of the hearts of young ones 
1 nd others, eſpecially ſtudents, are incli-: d to become 
nembers of fellowſhip- meetings, in order to communi- 
ate Chriſtian knowledge and experietice, and to pro- 
8 | However much 
hheſe duties are neglected, I ami ſure they are plainly 
njoined in the ſcriptures upon all Chriftiats. Even 


private Chriſtians are bound to feach and admoiniſh one 
Fnother, Col. iii. 16. Rom. xv. 14. to exhort one ano- 
ber daily, Heb, iii. 13. to confeſs their ſins to one ano- 
ber, and pray for one another, James v. 17. to ftrengths 
n, comfort and edify one another, 1 Theff. v. 11, 14. 
„Now, how can theſe relative duties be mutually per- 
-  Iprmed by Chriſtians, if they continue ftrangers and 
© +Keep at a diſtance from one another? How can they 
8 each, admoniſb, exhort, excite, ſupport, comfort, ſtrength. 
and ediſy one another, unleſs they have private 
meetings together for theſe ends? To deny theſe 
meetings, were to forbid all theſe Chriſtian duties 
5 + Which God hath commanded.----But it is very obſerv- - 

able, that the Spirit of God doth expreſsly connect 
hee duties and private meetings together, Heb. x. 
24, 25. And let us conſider one another, to provoke unto 
eve and good worse: Not Forſaking the aſſembling of 
og" /clves together, as the manner of ſome is ; but exhort- 
g one another: And ſo much the mort, as ye ſee the day 
the apoſtle points at the private 
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Lp/proaching. That 
ſſemblies or meetings of Chriſtians, is evident from 
i heſe mutual C. iſtian offices and duties which he 
Preſſes upon all private 9 and which muſt 
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fying one another, + Theſf v. 11. 


ſervation. To one is given quickneſs of wit and part 


10 The Duty and Advantage 


be performed by them, not in public, but in ro | 
meetings. In public church-meetings private perſon; 1 
have not acceſs to teach, excite, and exhort other, 97-4 
and in theſe women are not allowed to ſpeak ; and 
yet the foreſaid duties are laid upon all Chriſtian Ws 
whatſoever, which neceſſarily infers their private 


meetings 
If it ſhould be objected, that theſe relative duties 


may be performed by Chriſtians in families; I aue A 
No doubt they may in a good meaſure, where familic: 3 
are little churches : but oh how few of theſe are to be ke g 
be found! In many families there may be but one ſe- ® ood 
rious Chriſtian in each of them. Now, can this chen 4 3 hab 
ſituation looſe them from the command of holding 'Þ mn 33 
private communion with other Chriſtians, either to}! ran! 
edjfy them, or to be edified by them? By no mean. 1 vg t 
And therefore perſons of diverſe families muſt hae 45 her 


occaſions of meeting together, that they may be caps 1 * L; 
ble of obeying the commands of comforting and edr 4h 

Moreover, there is another ſtrong ſcripture argu | b 
ment for theſe meetings: the apoſtle tells us, « C 
Sii. that God hath difpenſed a variety of gifts amor 
Chriſtians, and in different meaſures, that one may h 
helpful to another : this alſo is evident from daily 4 


to another is given ſolidity of judgment and prudence; + 
to one a ſtrong memory, to another a ready expreſſion mea 
and utterance; one is open and zealcus, another i Nov 


more wary and cautious; one is ſtrong in gifts, ano- 4 lar 
ther is but weak; one is more knowing, another treſs 
more warm; one is more dejected, another is mom | F ther 
chearful. Now, why hath God given ſuch a great di- Y | grac 
- verſity of gifts? but for mutual uſefulneſs, that the 4 A 
knowing and judicious may impart light to theſe who 4 ſtrer 
are more lively and active, and that the warm and (au); 


zealous may impart of their heat to theſe who are of As | 
more knowing and prudent ? So that the head canni agai 


Hay to the feet, nor the eye to the hand, 1 have no need '2 ba 


10 
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perſon; 
others, 
k; and 
riſtians 5 neſit of others, as they will be anſwerable to him; 
Private Hand therefore with the talents he gives that injunction, 
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anſwer, ""M | 
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arg. pf the world, and a ſoeiety by themſelves ; and, though 
: Cor, "oh ey be ſituated in the midſt of others, they are a pec- 
amo pie dwelling alone, and nat reckoned among the nations. 
nay b The apoſtle calls them, 1 Pet. ii. 9. a choſen genera- 


ily ob- Fion, a royal priefibosd, a haly nation, and a peculiar 


| parts people ; and conſequently they ought to have a pecu- 
dence; Har fellowſhip one with another, as being fellow- 
reſhon members of that one body whereof Chriſt is the head. 


her I Now, it is becoming theſe members to ſhew a pecu- 
„ n liar ſympathy with and concern for each other in diſ- 
her i: treſs, and to be peculiarly helpful in relieving one ano- 


8 . . 0 — 
more ther, and in quickening and promoting one another's 


eat - 2 graces; which neceſſarily requires private meetings. 
at . Again, theſe religious ſocieties are uſeful to 
e wiv e ſtrengthen and fortify weak Chriſtians againſt the aſ- 


n and (aults and temptations- of their ſpiritual enemies: 
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10 are , As houſes built together in cities hold better out 


cannd againſt ſtorms, though their walls be weaker, than 
* 4 theſe which ſtand ſeparately in the open fields; becauſe, 
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12 The Duty and Advantage 

being joined together, they help to ſupport one ano- 
ther: ſo many poor, weak, dejected ſouls, by being 
joined in fellowſhip-meetings, have been greatly ſup- 
ported and relieved by the ſympathy and counſels, ex. 
periences and prayers of theſe in ſociety with them, 


By Chriſtian ſociety many a temptation hath been de- 


feat, many a fin prevented, and many a wavering ſoul 
fortified. How boldly did Peter confeſs Chriſt in the 
company of the apoſtles ? but ſhamefully denied him 


when ſeparated from them. How dreadfully did un- | 
belief prevail in Thomas, when abſent from the meet- | 


ing of the diſciples ? but his faith became victorious 
when in ſociety with them. This abſence of Thomas, 
with the diſmal effect of it, is recorded no doubt to 
ſerve as à warning to all to beware of neglecting ſuch 


meetings. Theſe who once frequented, and now have | 


withdrawn fellowſhip-meetings, can tell, if they would 
be ingenuous, whether their ſouls thrived beſt when 


in them, or when ſeparate from them; nay, the worſt |} 


may be feared of them. Many judicious Chriſtians can 
teli from their ſweet experience, that they have found 
the advantage of theſe meetings for quickening their 

races, warming their hearts, and kindling the fire of 
Jove to Chriſt. - It was after religious conference, that 
the two diſciples ſaid, Did not our hearts burn within 
us? As one live coal kindles two cold ones, ſo one 
warm lively Chriſtian, by his converſe and prayers, is 
apt to ſet ſeveral cold hearts a glowing about Chriſt 
— Se ĩ 8 
Laſth, This Chriſtian fellowſhip here below, is 
neceſſary to fit us for the eternal communion of ſaints 
in heaven. If we have no pleaſure in fellowſhip with 
them here, how ſhall we be fit to live for ever in the 
cloſeſt communion with them in' the regions above, 
adoring and ſerving the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? 
All Chriſtians ought to chuſe and delight in that ſo- 
ciety and buſineſs now, in which they are to join and 
be employed through the ages of eternity. As theſe 
who deſign ta travel to afar country, chuſe to do it in 
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company; ſo Chriſtians, travelling to the New- Jeruſa- 
lem, ſhould go in troops, as they did of old to the 
ſolemn feaſts. | 
to keep cloſe together, and to animate one another: 
and ſo ought all Chriſt's ſoldiers to do, if they would 
manage their ſpiritual warfare with ſucceſs. We ſee 
wicked and profane men, comedians, drunkards, thieves 
and robbers, join in clubs and ſocieties to ſerve the 
Devil; and ſhould not the ſervants of Chriſt act in 
| ſociety to ferve and advance the intereſt of the beſt of 
maſters? Do wicked men meet to excite one another's 
corruptions, and embolden one another in ſinful cour- 
© ſes ?: Let Chriſtians then meet to quicken one another's 
races, and to inſtruct and encourage one another in 
che way to heaven. : 
have 
= clearneſs of evidence, eſtabliſhed fellowſhip-meetings 
upon a ſcripture foundation, and demonſtrated their 
Th uſefulneſs to all Chriſtians; I hope, dearly beloved, 
= theſe lines may ſerve, through the divine bleſſing, to 
"I? animate and encourage your ſeveral members to attend 
the diets of your meeting, and others alſo to imitate 
TA mow example. Wherefore I proceed to the ſecond 
head. „„ | - 


We ſee ſoldiers, who go to war, ftudy 


And now, having briefly, though, I truſt, with ſome 


II. I propoſe to offer ſome advices for the more 


= ſucceſsful management of ſuch religious ſocieties. 


1. Dear brethren, if you would be uſeful and ſhin- 


ing members of ſuch ſocieties, let me intreat you to 

preſs for and make progreſs in humility and ſelf-deniai, 
and ſtudy much the meaning and importance of that 
golden precept, Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing be done through 
Arie, or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each 
2 ec/teem other better than themſelves. This lowlineſs of 


mind would ſweetly improve your tempers, and migh- 


tily adapt and fit them for ſociety : it would diſpofe 


you to bear with, and put reſpect and honour upon, 
your fellow-members; and keep you from deſpiſing, 
cenſuring, or quarrelling with them for every miſtake 


or. 
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be not tamed and brought under government, all 


thoſe who incline to do it; bur, if you know any | 


14 The Duty and Advantage 
or failing. Avd though you may fee weakneſſes in s any 
ſome as to gifts or prudence, yet this lowly diſpoſition and 285 
will cauſe you eſteem and honour them for their warm in love 
affections, or what grace may be in them. le bo 

2 Be at great pains, througk grace to ſtudy the great 
right government and taming of the tongue, which end ot 
is indeed an unruly member, and full of deadly poiſen, zealou 
and very frequently is the occaſion of much miſchief rome 


and diſcord in ſocieties. Nay, I may ſay, if the tongue aying 
| eng 


he dir 
theſe 1 
or the 
as bei. 
to Go 
any t 
Ad a 
en the 


religion and religious fellowſhip is in vain; according 
to that word in James i. 26. Now, if the tongue be 
Tightly governed, you will avoid cenſoriouſneſs and 
raſh judging of other men, or aggravating their fault; 
beyond bounds, Alſo, you will be cautious of. ſpeak- 
ing againſt others behind their backs, or hearkening to 


thing againſt your neighbour, you will rather tell it 
: 21 J . : P . 4 . 7 Wa) 
to himſelf in a friendly manner, that he may be bet- 1 
tered by your ſpeaking. Ah! it is known by ſad r. y 
experience, that cenſorious perſons and backbiten Em, 


have been the great dividers and breakers of fellow, nean 
ihip-meetings. . . 

| tians 

3. Carry a fincere love and regard to all true for 2. 


== ledge 
image which you ſee in them: for, if you love them i ee 
mainly becauſe of their exact agreement with you, rod 
it is rather ſectarian or party love, than true Chriſtian e. 
love. This true love will incline you to a patient WF 
bearing with godly perſons, and a forbearing of them en 
in ſome leſſer things wherein they may differ from ee 
you. There are ſome miſtakes, both in opinion and % 3 
practice, that eminent Chriſtians of different converſe x] a 
and education will labour under, poſſibly all their : ſhine 


days, becauſe they know but in part. If by meek and 8 Acts 


gentle dealing you can convince them, it is well; but perſo 


if not, * are to fall in with God's direction by the , oyne 


apoſtle Paul, who was as zealous againſt fin and erroc 
a | 1 
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of Religious Societies. 15 
as any in our day, Eph. iv. 2, 3. With all kwlineft 
and meckneſs, with long. ſuffering forbearing one another 
in love ; endeavouring o keep the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace. In the apoſtle's time, there were, 
great differences about the neceſſity of circumciſion 
Wand other ceremonial practices, and ſome were very 
W-calous both for and againſt them; but to keep them 
from carrying matters to too great heights, and from 
aying too much ſtreſs upon their party opinions, and 
Wbeing of this and the other denomination of Chriſtians, 
he directs them not to judge of mens Chriſt ianity by 
theſe rules, but only by the rule of the new creature, 
or the evidences of a ſaving change wrought in them, 
as being the only thing that rendered them acceptable 
to God. For, faith he, neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, ner uncircumciſion, but a new creature: 
And as many as walk according to this rule, Peace be 
them, Gal. vi. 15, 16. 
24. Rejoice in the gifts and graces of others, and be 
ready without envy or detraction to own and value 
| Yea, prize 
em when you find them in men unlearned, or of 
mean rank in the world: do not deſpiſe ſincere Chriſ- 
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ians becauſe of their meanneſs, or plainneſs of ſpeech; 


for among ſuch there is ſometimes found more know- 
& ledge of the ſcripture, ſkill in ſettling diſtreſſed con- 
1 ſciences, acquaintance with experimental religion, and 
by. godly wiſdom in obſerving providence, yea, more 
faith, ſubmiſſion to the will of God, contentment, 
heavenly.- mindedneſs, fervency of ſpirit, and pithy ex- 
preſſions in prayer, than could be expected from ſuch 
plain perſons; ſo that theſe of better education and 
more eloquence may learn many things from them, if 
they would humble themſelves to converſe with them. 
How much of that humble candour and ingenuity did 
ſhine forth in that eminent young preacher Apollos ! 


* 
29% 
A 
* 
* 


% Acts xvii. 24, 25, 26. T hough he was an eloquent 


perſon, and mighty in the ſcriptures, yet he candidly 


q owned and honoured the gifts and graces of God in a 


plain 
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or fierce tempers be agreeable members of ſociety. 


i OL 


There are ſome in meetings who may have the root of 


the matter in them, but their rough and fiery diſpofi- 


tions, or their raſh and imprudent conduct, do ſcare . * | 
many ſerious people from coming into ſocieties where em 


1 


they are; and ſo, by their unpolithed tempers, or i e 
imprudence, they greatly hinder the edification of ter t 
others. | kin 

who | 


6. As you ought to warn, admoniſh, and reprove 3 3 
one another in a kind and Chriſtian manner wen ſas 


there is need for it: ſo you muſt be ready to forgive 
| ; one 
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iſcila one another, and come over injuries that are done to 
them; you : for, ſaith the apoſtle, I any man have a quarrel 
inſight againſt any, even as Chriſt. forgave you, jo alſo do ye, 

Col. iii. 13. Humility, meekneſs, and readineſs to 
conde. WY forgive injuries, are Chriſtian and Chriſt-like tem- 


ſe you pers. The meek and Jowly Chriſtian is very much, 


Nay be diſpoſed to do good, and ſuffer evil: but the 
theſe proud and haughty man is apt to give affronts, but 
y gain will receive none. The humble man, that is acquaint 
Theſe with his own heart, will bear with many miſtakes and 
cindli. failings in others, knowing that he himſelf is yet in 
| theſe che body, and liable to the ſame and worſe evils if but 
young eft one minute to himſelf, Keep in mind that word. 
e find f the apoſtle, 1 Pet. iv. 8. Above all things have fer- 
much + went charity among yourſelves : for charity ſhall cover 
many multitude of fins. | | 
away 5 
ympathize and deal tenderly with them: for you are 
nercy, Fgeommanded to ffrengthen the weak hands, and confirm 
onate; he feeble knees, to condeſcend to men of low eftate : te 
to le pomjort the fecble-minded, and ſupport the weak, Ila. 
| high = xXV. 3. Rom. Xii. 16. 2 Theſſ. v. 14. There are 
or al, ſome hover in the porch to Chriſtian fellowſhip, and 
iii 2. 


RS 
—_ 
1. 25 


would fain come in to affociate with the diſciples z 


pture Pet baſhfulneſs, or a ſenſe of weakneſs or unworthi- 
of fo. il dels, pulls them back: perhaps they can ſpeak but 


join ittle of Chriſt, yet their hearts glow with love to him, 
four and they detire to liſten and hear news about him, 
ciety, nd to be introduced to his acquaintance. Theſe you 
ot of ught to open the door to, and encourage to come ing 
ſpoſi- end ihare of the entertzinments of the King's cham- 
foams 'Y bers. Let no ſoul be ſcarred by unkindly treatment 
here rom Chrill's door, for who knows if ever they come 
s, or forward again? It becomes Chriſt's diſciples to copy 
n of aiter their Maſter's pattern, who would rt quench a 
I /meking flax, but rather blow it vp to a flame; and 
xrove Þ ho tenderly carries the lambs that cannot go, and 
wren ſets an open door before them who have but a little 
rgive Rrength, Iſa. xl. 31. Rev. iii. 8. He kindly noticed 
one C | - 


Ls 


7. Do not flight or diſcourage weak beginners, but 


18 The Duty and Advantage 
an Abijah of Jeroboam's family, when there was m F 

good thing feund in him towards the Lord God of Iſrael, vat 
1 Kings xiv. 13. the rear or the ſtragglers of Chriſt's i *? 


army are not to be neglected or deſpiſed. I have ob- 7Y q | 
ferved ſome that knew but little of Chriſt and ſpiritual | * F 
things, who, by hearing others talk of them, have in Wi * 1 
a ſhort time made great progreſs in knowledge and in c : 
love alſo: thus was it with the daughters of Jeruſalem, 4 
who got their hearts warmed by hearing the ſpouſe ay” 
ſpeak of Chriſt's excellencies; © whither is thy beloved i be fo 
gone, ſay they, that we may go and ſcel him with thee! iſh 4 Tc 
Cant. vi. 1. So the people of Samaria were drawn BF the. 
out to meet with Chriſt, by hearing the woman com- _.... 
mending him, John iv. 29. And ſo were both An i 4s” 
_ and Nathanael drawn to Chriſt, John i. 30 prov 
45 Oc | | 9 
55. Chuſe right and proper ſubjects for conference i Ne 
in your meetings; not diviſive queſtions for things i 4 L 
controverted amongſt the godly, but ſuch as they ar FW untc 
agreed in, namely, the weighty matters of religion, F- 
that concern the vitals of Chriſtianity ; ſuch as, tbe , mor 
miſery of our fallen ſtate, the corruption of our n- 7 P 
ture, the bitterneſs of fin, the plagues of our heart, of « 
the devices of Satan, the wiſdom and love of God in E 
our redemption, the covenant of works, and the cove- WWF hea; 
nant of grace; Chriſt's love in undertaking for us P 
his incarnation, his two natures, and three offices acce 
his ſufferings and death, his reſurrection, aſcenſion, , 1 
interceſhon, and return; the holy Spirit's work in of c 
applying Chriſt's purchaſe ; the nature, neceſſity, and If 
marks of the new birth, and of our juſtification by the oY birt! 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; of faith in him, and reper- {WF * V 
tance unto life; of ſanctification, mortification, humi- # hect 
lity, ſelf-denial, love, hope, communion with God, tie H F 
life of faith and new obedience, believers privileges, furt. 
the precious promiſes, the outward means of grace, N 
Cc. -Or, in order to increaſe Chriſtian knowledge, . chirt 
jet the queſtions of the Shorter Catechiſm, as they lie P 
in order, be the ſubject of your difcourſe ; or let an) WF who 
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7 caſe of conſcience be propoſed for the ſubject of it, or 
Chrid | any practical queſtion founded upon a ſeripture- text; 

; 0 and of theſe your reading in the Bible will afford you 
«As the greateſt plenty and variety, never to be exhauſted. 
g And, that you may be the more encouraged to read 


the ſcriptures, and directed to raiſe edifying queſtians 
from what you read; I ſhall write down a few texts, 
with queſtions from them, for your imitation. A 
From Acts ii. 37. Queſtion, When may the heart 
be ſaid to be pricked and ſavingly convinced of fin ? 
John xvi. 8. Q What is the difference between 


and in 
z{alem, 
ſpouſe | 
beloved 
b thee! if 
drawn i 


Iſa. xxvi. 18. Q. 1. Whence is it that convictions 
prove abortive? Q. 2. How to prevent this evil? 

1 Theſf v. 19 Q. How are perſons guilty of 
thines A quenching the Spirit? 
eh Luke xiii. 3. Q. What are the marks of repentance 
vey ar BW une life ? 
1igion, AF * y 
" 6 98 Matth. v. 4. Q. What arc the marks of right 
as, the mourning for fin? © | 

m g tor un | 
n Pal xcvii. 10. Q. What are the Ggns of true hatred 
hearty of fin ? 5 | 
50d u  Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Q. What are the evidences of a 
heart changed from ſtone to fleſh ? | | 


* 
N 
Sg} 
: 


erence! 1 


Cove 
* Py, » 


0% "8 Paal. li. 17. Q. What is the broken heart that is ſo 13 
offices ccceptable to God * 5 * 
nſion, Tit. i. 1. Q. What are the characters of the faith | 
ew of God's elect 2 | | 7 
y, and = John iii. 3. What are the marks of the new 4 
by the "og birth ; | : 17 7 
rt Matth. xViii. 3. Q Who are theſe converts that are 
* become as little children? 3 
"RS Eph. ii. x. Q. What are the ſigns of a ſpiritual re- 
— ſurrection? 5 „ 1 
eit Matth. v. 6. Q. Who are they that hunger and | 
_ 8 thirſt after 8 ? oh ; r if 
a4 1 4 Pſal. ix. 18. Q_ Who are the Poor and needy ones, 


whom God will not forget ? 


7 75 
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the convictions of natural men, and theſe of true pe- 


20 The Duty and Advantage 
2 Cor. v. 17. What are the marks of a new 


creature ? 
| 1 vii. 24. Q. Who are they that W on a if 
roc 

5 Matth. vii. 26. Q. Who are _y that build on the 5 
5 ſand? 

x Ifa. xxviii. 17. Q. What are the lyin, ee 
which many deceive themſelves with ? 

. Heb. vi. 18. Q Who axe theſe that have truly fied 
{ For refuge to Chriſt ? 


2 Cc 
hankf1 
Zecl 
anne! 
Johr 
nowle 
Gal. 
In the 
Wim in 
nce o 


? Rom. x. 3. Q. Who are theſe that go about to Mat 
q eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs ? Fi s 
EW: - Matth.-y. 16. Fra, our righteouſneſs mult Mat 
| exceed that of the Phariſees ? ine! 
F Phil. iii. 3. Q. 1. Who are theſe that worſhip God Joh 
' in the ſpirit? Q_2. Who are they that rejoice in Chriſt Mght c 
|. Jeſus? Q. 3. Who are they that have no confidence | # Pſa 
i in themſelves ? Steen 


Luke i. 53- Q. 1. Who are the hungry ha o s E+P 
God fills with good'things ? Q. 2. Who are the rich 
he ſends empty away ? » 

Ifa. Ivi. 6. Q. What are the characters of theſe 3 75 * 
that have taken hold of God's covenant? ig 

2 Chron. xxx. 8. Q. Who are they that "Ta un 4 
yielded themſelves to the Lord? 1 


Phil. ii 13. Q. How may we know if the will be $row: 
renewed by the Spirit of God ? | 1 4 Jan 

| Matth. v. 439. Q. Wherein muſt, we exceed the Jud 
'_ ordinary ſort of profeſſors of religion? '4 elves 
Rom. vii 24 Q Who are the true wreſtlers a- | * n the 

gainſt the body of death, or indwelling . ſin? Jud 


Gal. v. 17. Q_ What is the difference betwixt 2 I 
renewed and unrenewed man's ſtruggling againſt ſin? 

Rom. viii. 7. Q Who are the carnally-minded, i iP 
and who the ſpiritually minded? BY 4 N 

Phil. iii. 9. Q. What are the marks of theſe who 0 
are found in Chriſt, and clothed with his righteouſneſs? 
John xx. 5 * are tke evidenees of a vital i 
union with Chrift ö 


2 Cor 
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2 Cor. ix. 15. Q. Who are theſe that are truly 
hankful for a crucified Jeſus ? 

Zech. xii. 10. Q. Who are they that look in a right 
anner to a pierced Saviour? 

John xvii. 3. Q. What are the marks of a ſaving 
nowledge of God and his 8on Jeſus Chriſt ? 

Gal. ii. 20. Q. 1. What is it to live by faith up- 
n the Son of God? Q. 2. How to live by faith on 
im in great trials? Q. 3. How to attain the aflur- 
nee of Chriſt's love to us? 

Matth. vii. 7. Q. How to know if the fruit we 
Pring forth be good or bad? | 

Matth. v. 16: Q When our light may be ſaid te 
Wine before men, to the praiſe and glory of God ? 

John xii. 21. Q. What are the marks of a | ſaving 
e of Chriſt in ordinances ? 


a new 
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refuges f 
aly fled . 
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p 004 

Chrilt if 

dence 
1 725 a day in God's courts ? 

whom I W 1 Pet. ii. 7. Q. 1. What is it in Chriſt that is ſo 

>. rich recious to believers? Q. 2. How my we know if he 

truly precious to us? 

theſe 3 3 © Rev. il. 4. Q. 1. When our love may be ſaid to be 
1385 <caying ? Q. 2. How to cure this decay? _ 

nds bes. 2 Pet. iii. 18. Q. 1. What are the beſt means of 

ill be 1 . Chriſtian? 

James i, 6. Q. What is it to pray in faith? 

the | Jude, ver. 20. Q. 1. What is it to build up our- 

n the Holy Ghoſt ? 


IS à- 1 
| Jude, VET. 21. Q. By what means ſhall we kegp 


rixt 2 if Purſelves i in the love of God? 
fin! F Rom. viii. 16. - Q. How doth the _—_ witneſs i in 
ded, s that we are God's children? 


Rom. viii. 26. How doth the 8 irit help our 
who nſirmities in pray Ro P 
neſs? Eph. iv. 30. Q. What i is the Spirit 8 ſealing work 
vital n believers ? | 


# Hof. Vi. 4. Q. 1. What is the cauſe of the evaniſh- 
or 
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Pfal Ixxxiv. 10. Q. Why believers do ſo highly 


""vÞ owing in grace ? Q. 2. What are the marks of a 


2 Neues i in our moſt holy faith? "ES What is it to pray 
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ing of our good frames ? me How to prevent oy 
loling them? 


| wiekedly departed Hes thei God: = - 4 
Pſa). xviii. 23. QI. How may we know our 1 110 
dominant fin? Q. 2. How ſhall we conquer it? 2 _ 
Rev. iii. 2. Q. I. What are the ſymptoms of graf * 

in decay? Q. 2. What are the cauſes of it? K 14 . 
What are the means of reviving it? 1 
Job xxiii. 3,8. 2. What courſe ſhall they al My 
who have been long in darkneſs, and cannot find Gol 
in duties or ordinances? 4 Th 
Job xxiii. 4. What are the beſt arguments 11 18 


fill our mouths with in prayer? pe 
1 Pet v. 5. , Who are theſe Chriſtians that m 
be ſaid to be clothed with humility ? | He 
2 Cor. xii- 7. 2, How ſhall au prevent ie, | Ph 
pride, and being lifted up with our attainments ?; 
Pal. xvii. 5, L. How ſhall we be kept from wil Ps 
ng after ſolemn engagements! 8 . 
Pfal. xxx. 6. ©, How to prevent falling into 1 
Eurity after God's kind dealings? „ 71 
Gal. vi. 16. 2, How ſhould we walk ſo 26 10 1 R 
maintain peace with God and conſcience ? 7 . 
Pal. Ixxxv. 8. 2; How may we diſtinguiſh bern f 
a true and falſe peace of conſcience ?? * 
Pſal. cxix. 19. £2; What is the character of o 1 
that may ſay, I am a ſtranger in the earth?) E 
Deut. xvii. 19. How ſhall we read the en 
with ſpiritual advantage? £ 1 7 1 
Heb. iv. 2. L. 1. How fhall we hear the woil - Wy 
preached, ſo as to profit by it? £, 2. What is it „ + fi 


7 


mix faith with the hearing of the word? ing 
Matth. vi. 6. 2. How al we manage feoret uV 43 1 own 

er aright? I Kula 
2 Chron. xxx. 19. 2: What preparation of ben 2 wei 

1s neceflary for ſolemn ordinances ? anot 
1 Cor. xi. 24. 2. What kind of remeebeanchl 2 to th 


ought we to keep up of the death * our 70 


bs 6 
i | 
38 
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Heb. xi. 28. 2. How is faith to be exerciſed in 
mmunicating ? t 8 
have 1 Eph. vi. 24. L. What are the characters of theſe 
no love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity ? 


revent oy 


v our „ 1 John ii. 15. E What is that love of the world, 

e: P 7 dat is inconſiſtent with the love of God? 

s of gr; ' KT John iii 45 Q. What are the marks of true love 

'F Q. £ the brethren !? | ; 

Matth. v. 44. 2. When is our love to enemies of 

Mc right ſort ? ; 

— 0 Matth. vi. 14. 2, How may we get our hearts 

> Mrought to a forgiving diſpotition ? =, 
„ev. xix. 17. 2. What is the right way of reprov- 

g our brother? 

8 Eph. v. 7. 2. How may we become partakers of 

cher mens fin ? has: 

"8 Heb. xii. 10. 2. When is affliction for our profit? 

I Phil. i. 27. 2. When is our converſation as be- 

1 meth the goſpel of Chriſt ? ; "Ep 

Gal. vi. 9. 2, How may we prevent our wearying 

n well-doing? | . 

II Cor. x. 31. 2. How ſhall. we manage our natu- 

Al and civil actions to the glory of Cod? 

Rom. x. 1. 2. What means may we uſe for the 


gonverſion of others? 

Matth xxv. 6 2 How ſhould we meet and en- 

Nertain Chriſt, when coming by his Spirit to the ſinful 
und? 

the DIE gn” 8 S 

2 I'm. iv. 8. O. How ſhall ws attain to a real love 


N i ERP 7 = et 1 
E wor ea of Chriſt's appearing ? 


* 

$5 
3 bY 

* V 


3 
0 ra | Theſe texts and queſtions I have fet down only as 
ga ſwatch of many, which you may find out by ſearch- 
ing of the ſcriptures, and acquaintance with your 
own hearts and ſpiritual conditions. As it may be uſe- 
ch no and edifying for Chriſtians at times to communicate 

their experiences, exerciſes, trials and outgates one to 
MF another in a private manner; ſo it may be uſeful 
eo themſcives and the whole ſociety to form and pro- 
4 . 4 | ; poſe 
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poſe. queſtions concerning ſuch caſes in zhe/e, that by 
hearing the mind of others, and eſpecially theſe a hw 
greater experience about them, the perſons in uct = 
caſes, by the bleſſing of God, may receive ſuitabl-f an! 
counſel or ſupport, conſolation or eſtabliſhment. ey 

Wherefore, dearly beloved, beſides prayer, praiſe parat 

and reading the ſcriptures in your ſociety, I humbyi . 
recommend your diſcourſing of the above, and ſua 
like edifying queſtions as tend to promote Chriſtin 
knowledge, the power and life of religion, goſpel- ho 5 
lineſs, humility, charity, and tender walking with God. Mie af 
But guard againſt controverſies about public matter, p; oe t 
and curious, vain, or unprofitable queſtions, whic oy "PE 
may bring in doubtful diſputations, tending to diſtrad 9 Irdei 
the minds of members, ſtumble the weak, and rend Fw goi 
the ſociety. The ſubrile enemy of ſouls, when he can- Meref 
not hinder religious focieties altogether ſtudies 9 W- ; | 
bring in debates that may draw off their minds fron 

the main defign of Chriſtianity, and eat out the like % pot ha 
and vitals of religion. If men will needs ſpend tim BY & 
in diſcourſing about religion, the Devil will try to lead ik 
them to ſuch ſubjects of conference as are little to ed Muſib 
fication, that greater matters may be thruſt out. We, off 
ſee the apoſtle warns againſt this difcourſe, calling i P & hit 
vain jangling, and doting en queſtions which engender Fand 
Arife, ratber than godly edifying, 1 Tim i. 4, Cc. 
Tit. iii. 9. And among theſe we may juſtly reckon '” *rſe: 
the queitions which ſome ftart about their reſpeCtive | - "a6 
opinions, parties, or preachers; or about things which 1 bort 
contribute little to make the meeting more wiſe, more *# pai 
humble, more holy, or more heavenly minded. O that bh bve q 
religious ſocieties could ſay with the RON, N are b dis, 
not ignorant of Satan's devices. 4 1 giou 

Laſily, My dear friends, let me beſeeeh you to per- bo Will [ 

ſevere, and not weary in well doing, nor forſake the 8 
aſſembling of yourſelves "together, as the manner of | Yi 
ſome is. Alas! I have known it to be the mannes of Te: 
not a few, though I believe (whatever be their pre- 
tences for it) they have gained nothing by it to their 


ls, | 


ſouls, | Pp 


3 
SS 
, . 
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| that Ul. zuls, but harm. Nay, I have obſerved, to my grief, 
theſe oi zany of them turn remiſs and carnal afterwards, and 
in ſul .erils of them Carried off by bad company, and left 
ſuitable fan into ſcandalous fins. As kindled coals, when laid 


„ dgether, do burn and afford a laſting heat, but, when” 
praiſe; i parated from one another, they quickly go out; * 
humbi is with Chriſtians that are kindled by grace: if they 
nd ſuch <p together, they quicken and enliven each other ; 
hriſtin t, if ſeparate; they grow cold and dead, and are 


ſpel-ho WS poſed to many temptations. Would ye withſtand 
th Gol. Pe affaults of the Devil and the world | then keep 


matters, A oſe together. I have known many tempted, ſorrow- 
„hic ind dejected ſouls; who have been brought to the 


diftrad £7 order of deſpair, wonderfully relieved and ſupported 
of rv going into the fociety of experienced Chriſtians : 
n. 


erefore ſaith the Holy Spirit, Tuo are better than 


dies u e; for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow + but 
1s fron J to him that is alone when he falleth, for he hath not 
the lik other te help him up.. And if ane prevail againſt bim, 
id time wo /ball withſtand him; and a threefold cord is not 


to lead Nicky broken, Eccl. iv. 9, 10, 12. The Devil is ſo 


_ edi 4 fle of the ſecurity which ſaints have againſt his 
* ults by religious ſocieties, that he doth his utmoſt. 
binder them, of break them in pieces. It was his 
and artifice after the firſt planting of the goſpel, 
yen ſuch ſocieties did abound, to ſcatter them by 
o WMrſecution, that he might the more eaſily prevail 
bectie Againſt them by his temptations when deſtitute of one 
which other's help. May the Lord defeat all his deſigns 
„more ggainſt your meeting, and keep your hearts in the 
0 that ve of God and of one another! To hear always of 
e are ll is, and of the increaſe and thriving ſtate of ſuch re- 
pious affociationg in your city and neighbourhood, 


*- fv 


g | IA Fad « 

4 bie ill gladen the heart of, 

ce the Re | , ; | ER, 

ner of | My dearly beloved, | 
4 PRs 1 p .* : 3 . / - F . 

nes 0: eur fincere Friend and Servant in the Geſpel of Chriſt, 


r pre- ns 


Joun WIII Iso. 
ſouls, i 


D | THE 


tions from Satan, your corrupt nature, and a wickel 4 5 


I intreat you, of grieving the holy Spirit, by returning I 


back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Heb x. 38..1 


bim. 2 Pet. ii. 21. It had been better fer them not u 


T H E. 
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Reverend Mr. 10 HN BO N AR' 
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My dear and worthy young Gentlemen, | 


OUR Letter, which 1 received a few days 2% un 2 
was moſt acceptable to me; it gave me no ſnail 


joy, when 1 heard formerly of your deſign, and ln reat 


our rules, whereof I heartily approve. I deſire . 
leſs God, that in this degenerate age, when Atheiing Pour 
Infidelity, and all kind of wickedneſs abound, and e yllie. 
pecially amongſt the younger ſort ; he of his mer ry * 
ſhould incline the hearts of any, and you in partie £ 
lar, to venture out in the ways of God. You har ul. 
begun well; may you ſtill go forward in your Chris 37: 
tian courſe! You wl no doubt meet with ſolicit- wn * 

oute 
for n 
10us 


tered 


world, to give over the enterpriſe ; but ſtronger "il 
he that is for you than all your enemies. Beware ll 


to folly. Great is the danger of backſliding; as wil 1 day 
appear, if you conſider theſe ſcriptures, Luke ix. 6. race 


No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking 2 N 
in „ 


5 
ait / 


8 
q 


any man draw back, my foul ſhall have no pleaſure 


' havii 
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wwe known the way of righteouſneſs, than after they 


ah oe known it, to depart from the, holy commandment 

blivered to them. | | 
It is grace alone that eſtabliſhes the heart. They 
at have no root, may endure for a while ; but, 
bhen tribulation or perſecution ariſes, they are ready 
d be offended. ' I ſhall offer you a few advices, which 
y the bleſſing of God, I hope, may be of ſome ule to 

ou. 

Imo, Study to be well acquainted with the na- 
Wural wickedneſs of your own hearts; this is a 
ood, if not a diſtinguiſhing, mark betwixt a Chriſ- 
an and a hypocrite : the former will trace fin to 
Ft; ſource, but the latter only ſeeks to reftrain their 
pen vices, which would expoſe them to the world. 
et your ſearch be diligent and accurate, and cry to 
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od that he may try your heart and reins. You now 
ays 27:8 un a very dangerous part of your race; youth adds 
no (mal double ſtrength to corruption, and gives tentation 
and ſu reat advantage. Wherefore, 

efire 1h 2do, Endeavour to take a ſerious back-look of 
theiſn our younger years. Reflect on the many ſins and 
and e hyllies that there ſtand in record againſt you, anld 
mer ry with your whole heart to God, that he may gire 
partie. gou grace to mourn over them with real bitterneſs of 

u har Foul. | 

Chi , 37129, You muſt not reſt here (for a ſorrow for 
olicit in, as ſome vainly imagine, will never atone for it) 
wick Wut cry earneſtly to Gdd, whom you have offended, 
iger vor mercy and pardon. You have often heard of pre- 
eware, eious Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, who is daily of- 
urnin; ered to you in the glorious goſpel. O-plead for a 


* 


is wil day of his power, making all of you willing to em- 

*. 6. race him. Receive him wholly in all his offices, as 

colung your alone and complete Saviour, deſiring to he found 

38. ) ( im, not having your awn righteouſneſs which is 

ure n the law, but the righteouſneſs of God which. is by 

2 uit in Chriſt. And * ta live a life of faith 
wh 2 | 
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28 The Duty and Advantage 
| upon him; and O that ou? of bis Fulneſs you may h 


Aaaily receiving, and grace for grace e 
| 40, Count what religion may coſt you. It js eh | 
pProfeſſing Chriſt in a time of ' proſperity ; but whalll 
' | . ſuch days come as I have ſeen (and from which my 
the Lord ever preſerve this poor land) I am afra 
\ | that many would go back. But lay your account wit 
the yery worſt that can happen and reſolve througif 
grace to cleave to Chriſt, his truth and way all you 
JT.  -  --T..-.. M0 
Þ 5to, Daily read and endeavour to be well acquaint 
|| ed with the holy ſcriptures, from which you may druf 
true wiſdom and real knowledge. ö 
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[178 profeſſon you have made. Remember, you have ls 
| many eyes upon you: the wicked will have theit 3 
eyes upon you, waiting for your halting, and, it 
you carry not ſuitably, will be ready to reproach the lp 
ways of God on your account; the eyes of the godly. 
are upon Jou, who will rejoice to fee you walking W 
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n God's ways, and will be grieved for every flip that 


a may h 
you make; the eye of conſcience is always on you: 


lt js ei hut above all the eye of a holy and jealous God, 
ut who whom you muft give an account of all your ac- 
ich mi ions; wherefare endeavour to approve yourſelves to 
m afri im. EX 

unt wih dme, You are pow ſetting out in the world in 
through ome one profeſſion or other : be diligent and faith- 


all youſWWFul therefore in your reſpective bulineſs. Beware 
Nr ialeneſs and ſloth, which is the mother of all 
ices: and let the glory of God, and your be- 
ng uſeful in your generation, be ſtill in view a 
nd pray to him for ſucceſs in your lawful endea- 
ours. | 

| Theſe directions J give, as moſt neceſſary for you 
ae com-: n all circumſtances. I ſhall conclude with a few ad- 


cquaint 
ay dra 
—̃ 


for thi 


iples a ices to you in your preſent ſituation; as, 
Ivice d 1/7, Keep your meetings punctually. 


ah, Obſerve your rules ſtrictly; and, if any thing 
blame -worthy in the conduct of any member, ad-. 
„ oniſh him in love. „ 
n 3h, Be edifying in your converſation; and, for 
giving, at end, always chuſe in your meetings ſome head of 
avinity for diſcourſe. . 

qthly, I recommend to you humility. Be not lifted 


en put 4% 
reat uſ: p, as if you were beyond others, ſince the Lord hass 
fairs of one good to your ſouls : What have ye that ye have 
time oi ot received? and if ye have received it, why are you 
it make Proud? 1 Cor. iv. 7. | 
= 574, Take heed whom you admit as members of 
whole our ſociety. Let them be of pious inclinations, 
to the und in their principles, of a ſuitable walk, and ſuch 


> will not ſpread what is among you, and ſuch as are 


e their ¶Pealous for the intereſt of Chriſt. | 

nd, if I take your writing of me very kindly; and, if 
ach the any thing you need my advice and counſel, pray 
, godly t me know, and it ſhall not be wanting. I con- 


ude with the words of the apoſtle, 1 Thefl. v. 23. 
he very God of peace ſanctiſy you wholly ; and I pray 
N ; Con 
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The Duty and Advantage 
God your whole ſpirit, foul and body may be preſerve 
hlameleſs to the coming e of our Lord aus Chriſt. I an 
ſincerely, | 


Dear aud worthy Gentlemen, 


Tokxrhickzx, April 
Tour Souls Well-wiſber an 


147, 174 


Servant in the Lord, 


Jonx Boxar f 
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er ve n AN | | »- — = 
I an | | 3 L | | | { þ. 
INQUIRY 

tlemen, | | | | 
ber and TAN is a creature made for ſociety; it is not 
| meet for him to be alone; his joys are taſteleſs 'j 


while he has none to whom he can communicate them; 
and his ſorrows are unſupportable without ſome to 
ympathize with him. Solitude, for the moſt part, at 
pnce, wearies and weakens the mind, while the com- 
dany of our friends alleviates our pains, and gives a 
deculiar reliſh to all our pleaſures. This powerful 
rinciple, this prevailing turn of mind, was, no doubt, 
KEnplanted in our natures, for ends and purpoſes worthy 
f infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and appears calculat- 
a, at once, for the improvement and happineſs of 
ankind; yet, alas! how oft is this (as indeed all the 
cher gifts of God) perverted and proſtituted to the 
Porſt and moſt fatal of purpoſes, to the debaſing of 
ciety itſelf, and the ruin of multitudes of fouls | . 
his is an evil of the moſt dangerous conſequences; 
nd, it is hoped, it will not be amiſs, to inquire, Firſt, 
5 AN Into the cauſe of this prevailing evil: and, Secondly, | 
_ frer the preventing means for rectifying or prevent? 
"= ? 8 8 b 
Firſt, The cauſes of this dreadful abuſe of the ſo- 
tal temper, will readily appear, on conſidering, 
1. That the generality of.mankind have no wiſe, no 
pit rule, by which they chooſe their companions. 
ultitudes found their friendſhip on no better grounds, 
an ſome involuntary relations, ſome caſual alliances, + 
dr parity of circumſtances, and the ſame ſort of edu- 
ation. A ſimilitude of tempers and characters, ca- 
ual engagements in the affairs of civil life, party at- 
achments and prejudices, and the like, give riſe to 
e intimacies of many people; and, what is worſt of 
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' Jowlhip. The hater of God and of inſtruction think 


all, too many inſtances ſhew, that like luſts and vicei 


fpirit worn out in the ſlavery of fin, give us melancholy 


32 An Inquiry into the Nature, &c. 


produce a moſt intimate correſpondence, and cloſe fel: 


himſelf happy in the company that can. turn religion a9 
into ridicule, and caſt the words of the Lord behind — 
them. The unjuſt perſon readily joins with the thie i; mo 
in fin; the unclean wretch will ſoon be perſuaded u ©... 
become partaker with the vile adulterer ; and the mi. 
kicious. and envious readily reliſh a company, whoſe ard 
tongues are given to evil, and whoſe mouths frame ne p 
deceit. Societies formed on ſuch ſlight or crimini Hes; 
grounds, as they are directed by no juſt rule in chu. ge- 
ing each other: Do, . | Ng. t 
2. They have no valuable end, no uſeful purpoſe if ey . 
view; and therefore no right, no virtuous rules, fot 30 
regulating their converſation, or directing their friend. vic 
Mips. It would be an overſtraining of charity, to think, com 
that, in ſuch ſocieties, the queſtion would be, Ho. nal 
to inſtruct? Or how to be edified? How to improve Wh 
each others minds? Or how to reform each othen WY (oc; 
morals ? On the contrary, fact, and experience, con- s, 
firm the judgment our reaſon muſt make of perſons {0 th 
united. The grand deſign of ſuch aſſociations is, u is d 
pleaſe, and to be pleaſed; to amuſe, to divert, air ad 


make each other merry, is the ſole purpoſe ; to ſa 5 


whatever we think may be agreeable, to do whateret eld 

may be acceptable to theſe we affect; to flatter ead Hoble 

others paſſions; and to join, without remorſe, in «Winin 

very luſt, and every vice our companions incline to, i ma 
all that is requiſite to conſtitute one a friend, and ue pe: 

intimate in ſuch ſocieties.-----White ſuch principle ire 2 

govern the converſation and entertainment, what mul Mmm; 

the end be? We always find, that ſuch communic: Mpro! 

tions, by degrees, eraſe any remaining ſenſe of God and reat ſ 
virtue; they incapacitate the ſoul for every ſocial or {ſtion. 

religious duty, ſear the conſcience againſt all challen- WF Seco 

ges, confirm the habits of the moſt criminal vices, unti WſeCtify 
eſtates are oft ruined, health broken, and body and {Wurpot 

d of 


inſtance 


ke. 
nd vicei 
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loſe fe. Prebodings of the more dreadful ſorrows it muſt bring 

n think us in an eternal ſtate. : | 

rel1gion 3. Theſe fatal evils are not confined to ſuch ſocieties 
behind >ne.------Confirmed habits of vice ſtrip the ſoul of 

= 12 | modeſty and decent reſerve, and wear out all ſenſe 

1aded to 


ſhame. Vicious perſons ſoon come to glory in their 
ame, to declare their fin as Sodom wer, are often 
ard in promiſcuous companies, avowing their Liber- 
ne principles, and boaſting of their abandoned prac- 


the mx 
„ Whole 
s frame 


crimind es; things ſo conformable to corrupt nature, as 
in chu ſteal upon unguarded minds; like the ſubtile poi- 
n, they pleaſe the taſte, and flatter the ſenſes, until 
rpoſe ug ey ſeize upon the whole frame, and work themſelves 
les, folgte our very conſtitution. Thus does the infection 
* — vice run from one to another, until the diſtemper 
o think, il 


"88: 
e, Hon nal crimes. | 


m prove I What pity is it, that ſuch a noble temper of mind, 
1 othen = ſociality, ſhould become the channel of vile iniquis 
s, and the ſpecious name by which our compliance 


comes epidemic, and private follies grow up to na- 


ances of the fruits of iniquity in this life, and juſt 


rfons och wicked perſons is gilded ! what a pity is it, that 
is is, is diſpoſition, ſo wiſely calculated by infinite wiſdom, 
ert, and r adminiſtering inſtruction, improvement, comfort, 
; to ſij¶ tional and ſolid delight, ſnould be ſo abuſed, as to 
_ eld nothing but falſe and empty ſhadows of theſe 
er each 


le, in e i ining load of guilt and ſorrow | could we prevail 
ne e. ui mankind, to beware of this dangerous evil; could 
and ai 


e perſuade them, to take the methods which ſerip- 
re and reaſon directs to, in order to ſhun ſuch fatal 
dmmunications z could we direct them to the proper 


rinciple if 
iat mult 
municz-· 


God and reat ſtep, both towards a public and perſonal reforms - 
ſocial o! tion. This leads me, 5 | 
challen- 8 Secondly, To inquire into the proper method for 
es, until Ctifying or 123 this fatal abuſe. For this 
ans - urpoſe, the following rules are univerſally known, 
anc 


d often preſcribed ; but it muſt not be thought trif- 
nſtancd | _ E | EA 


pble advantages; and, in the mean time, bring on a 


nprovement of the ſocial character, it would be one 


ng | 


| 
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ling to mention them, or to inſiſt on them, until peo 
ple be prevailed on, to direct their friendſhips by then 
; 1. That in the choice of our companions, we 
tmhould, with the utmoſt caution, ſhun all intimagy 
| with perſons of vicious principles or immoral practice, 
* | Every body pretends a fondneſs for what they cal 


good company; but the generality ſeem to mean ny 
more by this expreſſion, than a fondneſs for perſon 
who can moſt eſſectually divert them (perhaps fron 


1 
4 
if 


1 the moſt important cares, or moſt eſſential duties d ſtep 
F le)] or for ſuch as moſt readily join them, in their hy bY 
it a mours, poſſiens, parties, or even in their favourit 93 
; Th vices : but, if we would ſuffer words to retain thei ©" 

| þ proper meaning, if we would not put bitter for ſweet Th 
j lf i and fweet for bitter, or call evil good, and good evi 
Tk we mult reckon the man, whoſe principles are imme 


. 
— — 
OO AGES os 


_— * — — 
———— 
— ne 
8 
* e375 


ral, or his practice vicious, a dangerous, a bad comp: 
i nion, however ſacetious and diverting, or how capabk 
ſoeter he may be, to amuſe or humour us. Where 
wee find a perſon undervaluing the obligations of ei 
3 1 gion and reaſon, where we find one aſſerting or adm 
1 ting principles inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, or tl 

intereſts of ſociety, where we find one indulging hin 

ſelf in the practice of any known folly. or vice, what 


1 ih. — . TY . © o . 0 n 
N ver ſuch perſon's faculties be, whatever their ſtation ir 

* i „0 1 Cz \ 
character be, we muſt, as commanded, 2 Thef. iii. 6 Th 


Withdraw fram ſuch as walk diſerderly, and not afin 
the tradition received from the apoſtles. Reb; 
One ſhould think this rule would effectually dete choſe 
mine people, when perſons. are known to be open from 
i profligate, or groſsly ſcandalous, That, in ſush caſv 

1 every one, who retains the moral ſenſe; would ſay vii 
1 Jacob, Gen xlix. 6. O my ſoul, come not thou into thy... 
"'' - feeret; unta. their aſſambly mine honour be not 164 very] 

united But there is a certain fatal, though unobſem Wl, bro 
ed preſumption, lodging in every breaſt ; at firſt vi, 


— _ 
— 


Tl look on ſuch perſons with horror, and conclude it im | 
is ble fe ; e e, 
{| - poluble for us to become like them; we think ourſe ith 
* , 2ncapable of being reconciled to their ways, much ln 


capable 
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me net away with the wicked, 


| ſhun the fellowſhip of vicious perſons, ſhould engigt 


36 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
ſpeaks of the ſociety of evil -doers, as really inconſiſtent 
with a religious courſe of life; and therefore the 


Pſalmiſt ſays, Pfal. cxix. 115. Depart from m, Bat 
pe wicked, for I have purpoſed to keep the cammand. any 
ments 'of my Ged.---Indeed, while we are duly affectel any 
with the danger ariſing from ſuch ſociety, we will jon cer as 


with the prayer of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xxviii. 3. NravMWoun: 


* 


2. The ſame reaſons, which ſnould determine us b 


us to chooſe, as our companions, perſons of ſuch: "7 
character, as that their friendſhip and converſation I mpr. 
may tend to the real and ſolid purppſes of ſociety; A de 
that is, to improve each others minds; to forn? eachheſe 
others manners; to encourage one another in the wiy ſtee. 
of truth and righteouſneſs; to comfort one another, uabl 
under our ſeveral diſtreſſes, of whatever nature; to ad Mntim 

. viſe one another, in all intricacies, to ſhare in the jon ne 
or bear a part in the griefs we mutually feel; to jonWiſronv: 
with one another in religious exerciſes; and, in her, 
word, to keep up with us, the communion of ſaints, rer. 
In the moſt intimate manner. here 
Perſons diſpoſed and qualified for ſuch friendſtig xce 
as this, are peculiar bleſſings to all converſant with har 
them, and ſingularly dear to ſuch. as are of a ſimilu th 
rater, and have the happineſs of being intimat ſt⸗ 
with them. If therefore we would, like the Pſalmilt, fe 
Jie a companion of all them that fear God, and of then pc 
hat keep his. commandments, we will alſo, like him, W 
have our delight in the ſaints that are in the earth, the Wiſp gre 
excellent, &c. A wiſe and well diſpoſed perſon, ſhould Wes « 
for this cauſe, look out for his friends and companions Wſocie 
among gerſons pf ſuch a character as this. Do we bjec 
find one maintaining a high ſenſe of ſacred truths ; his l cl 
affections engaged to things that are excellent, his con- Warr 
duct of a piece with his profeſſivn, and his intimates WP gre 
of the ſame character with himſelf ? Such an one we from 
yught to affect; his friendſhip is indeed worthy ou! re 
„ F ſeekiq ur 


c. of Religious Fellowſhip. | 


onſiſten{ſſecking it; and, if we ſtudy the ſame things, we will 
fore the cadily obtain that bleſſing. 
rom mh, Bad as the world is, we may upon due inquiry find 
ammand- any ſuch companions as thoſe defcribed ; (at leaſt, 
affectel any whoſe ils it is, to attain to ſuch a charac» 
will jon er as this I have mentioned; whom we are therefore 


bound to eſteem, and to delight in.) And how affree- 


. rau 
able muſt ſuch a ſociety be? ſuch valuable friends 


ne us ii eſt know their own happineſs, and will readily be de- 
1 engape ermined to what I am to name as a third rule, viz. 
f ſuch 


3- That we ſhould be at all __ to cultivate end 


rerſatioMW@mprove our friendſhip with our Chriſtian companions. 
ſociety; A deſire after Chriſtian fellowſhip natively flows from 
ra? each {Mheſe very principles which make a wiſe man love and 
the wa ſteem his friend: namely, to attain the real, and va» 
another, uable ends of ſociety; and with this view, virtuous 
 ; to 2d MHntimates ought to enter into the cloſeſt engagements 
the joys, ne with another; to take all opportunities which 
to join ronveniency can allow, for converſing one with ano- 


her, and to devote their leiſure hours to the amiable 
xerciſe of Chriſtian fellowſhip . with each other. I 
erefore propoſe it, as one of the moſt effectual and 


id, in 17 


iend ih 


nt with haracter; © That ſuch Chriſtian friends ſhould form 
a ſimilar themſelves into a regular ſociety, having fixed and 
intimate “ ſtated times, and places of meeting; for the more ef- 
Pſalmill, . feftual attaining, or communicating the uſeful pur- 
of then poſes of friendſhip.” x = 
ke hin, Wy While I propoſe this method, I am ſenſible, that 
th, the great many perſons are not ſatisfied of the reaſonable- 
, (houlc Meſs of religious aſſociations, or fellowſhip meetings, or 
pamons ociety meetings, as they are ſometimes called. Many 
Da we bjections are made againſt this method, by perſons of 
ths ; his l characters. Some queſtion, whether we have any 
his con- arrant from ſcripture for ſuch ſocieties ? Some object 


1timates great many evils which have ſprung or may ariſe 
one we rom the abuſe, or miſmanagement of them. Some 
thy our re determined againſt ſuch meetings, becauſe the 
ſeeking durch of Scotland (in that time, which ſome Mi 
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brethren, as members of the ſame body, and every u 


38 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
her pureſt) has declared againſt them; and even tho} 
people who otherwiſe approve: of ſuch meetings, cum 
plain that many rules! would be requiſite to prevent the 
many evils, which human imperſectian 8 pto 
duces in them. | 

I ſhall therefore with all humility eſſay, 

I. To ſhow that we have a real warrant for ſuch f 
23 both from ſeripture, and: the reaſonableneſs a 
the thi 85 

H. I 12 endeavour to obriate ſach objections, | 
have heard againſt them. »*' 

III. I ſhall offer ſome regulations, for preventing 
the evils or inconveniencies complaineof, and for tl 
more effectually obtaining the valuable purpoſes of ſuck 
religious engagements. 

I. I am to ſhow, That the ſcriptures, and the ta 
fonableneſs of the thing, give a real and encouragiyl 
warrant for ſuch ſocial engagements, as thoſe we nor 
teak: of ; and to this · purpoſe let us obſerve, _ 

Hr, Theſe: many paſſages of ſeripture, which vl 
repreſenting Chriſtians, as ſtanding in the dear 2 ; 
and moſt intimate relations to each other, do poi 
out the obligation they lie under to maintain the ml Wy 
intimate fellowſnip and correſpondence with each othen 
which their reſpective circumftanees, and ſituation cu 
admit of. Thus they are repreſented as fellew'citizent 4 
Eph. ii. 19 who have the ſame privileges, and th 
fame intereſts: As fellow ſoldiers, Phil ii. 25. wht 
have the ſame enemies and warfare : As fellow ſervanii No cor 
Rev. vi. 11. who have one maſter, one taſk, ane fe 
ward: as children of the ſame father, and heirs of tht 
fame inheritance, Rom. viii. 17. And therefore, 2 


members one of another, Rom. xii. 5. and thus ſtanding 
in the deareſt, and moſt indiſſoluble relation that cat 


be repreſented.---If then it is natural for fellow citizen yet I. 


when in a foreign country, to ſeek out each other;* 
if people of the fame diale& and manners readily jou metho 


in ſociety with one another . if the ſervants - 4 pear it 
ate N 


&c. of Religious Fellowſhip. 39 
ren thief ame maſter claim a fort of relation to each other; 
85». can the children of the ſame father look on themſelves 
vent de, having joint intereſts, and as ſeparate from others; 
Uly pr if theſe relations engage them to intimate aſſocia- 

: ions; how much more ſhould Chriſtians be engaged to 

„ie moſt cloſe correſpondence, and the molt familiar 
fuch ſo tercourſe with one another? Are they not fellow= 
leneſs d itizens with the ſaints, though in a ſtrange land? 
ere they not diſciples of the fame Lord, and ſervants 
ons, 25] f the ſame ſovereign Maſter? Are they not expoſed ta 
TY he ſame enemies, to the ſame, or at leaſt, to like dif- 
"ene culties, dangers, and diſtreſſes? Have they not one 
| for tle tereſt and hope? Is not then a ſtricter union, a more 
of fud mmediate intimacy, and a cloſer degree of correſpond» 
* nce, neceſſary for the mutual ſupport and ſuccour of 
the re hriſtians, in matters of infinite importance, than what 
Duragingy 5 requiſite for the little and low concerns of human 
we naue? Every body allows it to be a wiſe and reaſonable 
hich þ hing, that people of the ſame profeſſion, who are en- 
nich I aged together in buſineſs or trade, ſhould form them« 
dearel —clvecs into clubs or ſocieties; in order to inform each 
1 Pp her of whatever may be for their intereſts: to conſult 
he mo ad adviſe together, for rectifying what may be amiſs, 


hother r for improving their joint benefit: Is it not a more 

tion ca. :ſonable and wiſe thing, that Chriſtians, who are u- 

1 Nited by ſuch intimate relations, whoſe intereſts and 

and 4 angers are ſo much the ſame, ſhould gather together 

<a n ſocial meetings, in order to inſtruct, to admonith,, 
} 


* 2 comfort, to encourage each other; in one word, to 
Oo onſult together, and jointly to engage in ſuch exerciſes, 


s of tus may promote their common intereſts, and may tend 
fore, 2 o the immediate benefit of every particular? Though 
very u do not fay, that we cannot diſcharge the obligations, 
n_ hich the relations mentioned lay us under to each 


CAN” other, without ſuch. engagements as theſe propoſed; 
—_ yet I think I may at leaſt aſſert, that ſuch engagements 
* * 1 the moſt proper, the moſt direct, and moſt effectual 
6, 1, >*thods for this end. But this conſideration will apy 
"co pear in a ſtronger light, by obſerving, 
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ball withſtand him. A threefold cord is not eaſily br. 


- tocial engagements expreſsly recommended, with x 
view to theſe very ends and purpoſes, which are pro: 
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40 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 

Secondly, The many paſſages of icripture which er: 
preſsly recommend religious feilowthip te us; and in 
order to that, ſocial engagements one with another, 
Such is the injunction of the wiſe man, Eccl. iv. g, 11, 
Two are better than one, becauſe they have a god ri. 
ward for their labour; for if they fall, the one will lit 
up his fellow ; but wo to him that is alone when he jal. 
leth, for he hath not another to help him up again. 
two lie together, then they have heat, but how can ou 
be warm alone? And if one prevail againſt him, tuo 


gen. But what is more to our purpoſe, we find ſuci 


poſed by ſociety meetings. As 1/4, For increaſing our 
knowledge of the ways of God: thus the apoſtle com. 

Col. iii 16. Let the word of Chrift duell in u 
richly, iu all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſbing in P/ainiM 
and hymns, and ſpiritual jungs 2dly, For the more effet. 


tual exerciſe of Chriſtian ſympathy with one another uraę 
In ſuch ſocieties as are propoſed, we can open ouPtth 
breaſts, and tell our ſorrows, our weakneſſes, and yriefs, /a 
to our Chriſtian friends, (at leaſt with more freedom 77 
than to any others) and may hope to find in them tha WP: 
friendly diſpoſition required, Rom. xv, 1, 2. We tb e, 
that are ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 21 
and not to pleaſe ourſelves, but let every one of us pleat ire c 
his neighbour, for his good to edification. Or that foci Hunde 
temper commanded, Gal. vi. 2. Bear ye one anothiri d be 
burdens, and jo fulfil the law of Chriſt. While we hate ns, t 
the opportunity of fulfilling the command, James v. 10 er t 
Confeſs your faults one to another, and pray for one ant opp 
ther that ye may be healed. Zdly, Such ſocieties is fur- t wi 
ther intended, for Chriftians encouraging one another opoſe 
in the ways of godlineſs, and ſo one of the moſt effec- char, 
tual methods for fulfilling the apoſtolic precept, Heb. t th 
x. 24, ig. Let us conſider one another, to provoke un ions) 
10 love, and to goed works. Not jorſaki.«g the aſſembling W'"pole 


. horting 


* 


XC. of Religious Fellowſhip. 41 
hich er: Ling one another, and fo much the more as ye ſee the 
and in iy 4/proaching. 4thly, Another end of fellowſhip 
another, Meetings, is, that of our -ommunicating our gifts 
v. 9, 11d graces, to each others edification : agreeable to 
good r.. Ne command of the apoſtle, 1 Pet. iv. 10. As every 
will lf: bath received the gift, even ſ miniſter the ſame one 
he jab another, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. 
ain. %. Such religious affociations give the beſt oppor- 
can on nities for Chriſtians to act the part af kind monitors 
im, tu each other: and thus to fulfil the important pre- 
ily br. pts, 1 Theff. v. 11. Mu we exhort you, brethren, 
nd ſuci rn them ꝛvhich ate unruly, comfort the feeble- minded, 
with Port the weak. And Heb. iii. 13. Exhort one anc- 
are pro. r daily, while it is called to-day, left any of you be 
ſing ou dened, through the deceitfulneſs of fin. 6thly, The 
le com- t, and indeed one of the moſt valuable purpoſes of 
in u lowſhip meetings I name, is that of our joining to- 
n Pſalni cher in prayer, praiſes, and other ſpiritual exerciſes. 
re effet · WP this we have the moſt powerful and engaging en- 
another aragement, from the words of the blefſed Redeemer, 
pen ou tth. xvin. 19, 20. Again I /ay unto you, if tws of. you 
d priels, np agree upon carth, as touching any thing they ſbail 
freedon . 77 hall be done for them of my Father ubs is in hea- 
em tha WP: For where two or three are met together in my 
We ther", there 1 am in the midſt tbem.— To fum up 
he weak, PS argument, theſe duties which the ſcriptures re- 
us pleaſ ire of Chriſtians, to each other, ſeem immediately 
at foci ended on the relatians ſubſiſting betwirt them. 
anot hen d both theſe lay them under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
we have ns, to take the moſt proper and effectual methods, in 
es v. 10. er to diſcharge theſe duties, as far as circumſtances 
one ant opportunities will admit. And it appears plain, 
; is fur- t withont ſuch intimate ſocial engagements as theſe . 
another ¶ N poſed, the above-named duties cannot be effectually 
ſt effer⸗Mcharged; but on the other hand, it feems felf-evi- 
't, Heb. Ent that ſocicty meetings, (when under proper regu- 
voke un Nions) have the moſt immediate tendency to the noble 
jembling ¶rpoſes which have been mentioned; and therefore 
but en. uch we do not conclude, that ſuch ſocieties are of 
Hor tin 3 TR poſitive 
| | ae 
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Poſitive divine inſtitution, yet we may at leaſt infer 
that they have ſich warrant from ſcripture, as loudy 
calls every active Chriſtian to be engaged in them. 4 


a further confirmation of this, let us obſerve, 


_ Thirdly, The encouraging teſtimony, whicl: God i 
the ſcriptures gives to ſuch ſocieties: to this purpoſe, 
1 ſhall mention no other than that remarkable pallage 

Mal. iii. 16, 17. Then they that feared the Lord ſpak 
- often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard i, 
and a book of remembrance was written before him fy 
them that feared the Lord, and thought upon his nam: 
And they fhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, in thlf 
day when I make up my jewels, and I will ſpare them a 
a mani ſpareth his ſon that ſerveth him. This text ap 
pears to be in the moſt expreſs manner, encouragin 
to ſuch religious focieties as I .propoſe z and I cannd 
underſtand it in any other ſenſe, than as pointing oulif 
the exerciſe of the devout Jews : while the moſt of thi 
people were faying, it is vain to ſerve Cod, ver. 14. and 
_ called the proud happy: yea they that work wickedutj 
were ſet up. When religion was openly deſpiſed, ani 
vice avowedly encouraged : then thoſe who feared til 
Lord, who ferved him, and thought upon his name 
| fought each other out, they often met, they often co- 
verſed together; they conſulted how they might eſcapt 
the pollution: of the world; how they might ſuppo! 
and eftabliſh one another againſt the prevailing vices} 
that age; and that they might encourage each otbe 
in the ways of righteouſneſs. In this view the ten 
gives us a ſcripture pattern for the ſocieties propoſed 


And this leads me to obſerve, | 


Fourthly, That both the Old and New Teſtamenii 
give us many examples of ſuch religious ſocieties, # 


ſeem a very ftrong warrant for fellowſhip meetings: 


ſhall name but a few.------Under the Old Teſtamen 
we find Job and his three friends meeting, to el 
quire why the Lord contended with him, and joininf 
together in prayer and ſacriſices -The example 


the Pſalmiſt appears yet more expreſsly to our pure 
5 MAE | a 1 
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NC, 
aſt infer 
as loudh 
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he tells us, Pſal. xvi 2. That he delighted in the 
ſaints. He tells us, Pſal. lv 13, 14. That he chofe 
ſuch as he thought feared God, as his equals, his 
guides and companions, and took ſweet counſel roge- 


I: God i ther with them. And, Pfal. Ixvi. 16. he chearfully 
purpo Bi communicates to ſuch what ſpiritual bleſſings God had 
2 pallage, beſtowed on him. Come here, ſays he, all ye that fear 
ord Jpate God, and I will declare what be hath done for my ſoul. 
' heard i WM1)o not theſe texts, compared together, ſhew that the 
e him fr famiſt engaged himſelf in ſuch religious correſpond- 


his nan, 
„ in th 
e them at 
text ay 
ouraging 
I canndt 


ence with thoſs that feared God, as is propoſed by ſo- 
ciety meetings ?---- ---If ſo, then he gives us ſuch an 
inſtance of religious fellowſhip, as warrants Cheiſtians 
to engage in ſuch ſocieties.-------To the ſame purpoſe 
I may cite the examples of Eſther and her virgins, 
Eſther iv. 16. of the devout Jews at the ſtreams of 


ting eu Babel, Pſal. cxxxvii. 1, Cc. and that of Daniel and 
ſt of this companions, Dan. il. 17, 18. But I rather pro- 
14. an ceed to obſerve, That the New Teſtament affords ma- 
ickedng Wn y encouraging examples to this duty: Such is that 
iſed, u infallible one of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, in his 
arcd tiWretired commerce with his diſciples, as recorded by all 


1s name the Evangelifts. This we find was a copy given to 


ften col- his diſciples, which they accordingly imitated, as ap- 
ht eſczpe M pears from Luke xxiv. 1, 33. John xx. 19, 26, &c. 
| ſupport] and thus give examples to us. Such is the ſociety 
r vices a mentioned, Acts i. 14. who all continued with one ace 
ch oth c ord, in prayer and ſupplication, with the women and 
the teig Mary the mother of Feſus, and his brethren, Acts xii. 


ropoſet Bi 12. we find, that in the hauſe of Mary the mother of 


John, many were gathered together praying. Such a- 


ſtamen\ nother ſociety appears in the houſe of Cornelius (Acts 
eties, "F<. 27.) obtaining ſignal favour from God. And Acts 
tings. Hl xvi. [3. we hear of a ſociety accuſtomed to meet for 
ſtamen i prayer. by a river ſide.------But, without multiplying 
, to e icripture texts or examples, I ſhall conclude all 1 * 
| join laid concerning ſcripture warrant for ſociety meetings, 
ample q by obſerving, That the great purpoſe of ſuch is ſpi- 
pa zitual conference and prayer; and therefore, every 
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ideas of it are more diſtinct, and the impreſſion made 


dhe heart; they appear in their true light and real im- 
portance. This is an advantage of unſpeakable im- 


44 An Inquiry into the nature &c. 
ſcripture, recommending theſe duties, may juſtly h 
conſidered as favouring, yea warranting ſuch ſocial en. 
gagements as theſe we plead for; eſpecially conſider 
5; Fi/thh, That ſuch religious aſſociation is, in itſelf, 
a reaſonable and wiſe method for attaining or com 
municating the real and ſolid benefits of friendſhip 


port: 
enga 
men! 
we ] 
it, a1 
V1OU! 
the 1 


What has been ſaid concerning the relations in which i knov 
Chriſtians ſtand one to another, ſeems not only to prox; indip 
that ſuch ſocieties are reaſonable, but even that ther after 
are requiſite. All that remajns then, is for the encouWſWand | 
ragement of Chriſtians, to point out ſome of theſe a-Miſouſr, 
vantages which are to be attained by ſuch fellowſhi port 
when duly regulated. And, /, Such a method on e: 

Fcour! 


correſpondence is. of great uſe for communicative and 
receiving knowledge. What we hear in converſatia 
with others, is generally, ] may ſay always, better un: 
deritood, and more effeCtyally retained than what we 
read by ourſelves, or even hear in ſermons. The rer 
ſon of this is obvious, viz. That what paſſes in gon. 


ment 
th 
Tage 
Prov 
(bar 


verſation falls more immediately and more intimate ¶Chri 
under our conſideration. While we hear the opim lain 
ons of others on the ſubject, we have at the fame time liv 

rant 


the opportunity of reaſoning on it, judging of it, and 
expreſſing our own ſentiments of it; by which means, 
the evidence of truth appears in a clearer light; oy' 


hat 

15 re; 
ancre 
xtin 


en the mind by it, is, at once more lively and mor 
| brigh 


laſting. What improvement then, may be expected 


in knowledge, when every member brings along with 3pec 

him what he has come to know in reading, hearing, Road, 

| meditating, or in the courſe of experience or pro- Work 
.dence, and makes theſe the ſubject of his converſation put o 
their 


with his Chriſtian intimates? By this means, 24), 
The mind comes to be more deeply affected, and more 

influenced by ſacred things: while we talk of theſe 
things with one another, à. ſenſe of them grows upon 


thile 
prove 
comfe 
JPppor 
mon! 
portance, 


CC. 
uſtly E portance, as it has the ſtrongeſt tendency, 3dly, Te 
>cjal en engage our affections to heavenly objects and attain- 
onſidet ments, and to alienate them from vanities ; the more 

i we learn of the evil -:f fin, the more will we grieve for 
in itſelf, it, and hate it; the more we know of our exalted Sa- 
or com-; V»iour, the more will we adore and love him, and with 8 
endihip the more ardour will we ſeck after him; the more we. 
n which know of the excellency of the divine precepts, our 
to prov indignation at fin will be quickened, and our deſires 
zat ther after yniverſal holineſs. will become more ardent; i 
encou · ¶ and the more we know of the bleſſed fruits of righte- be 
heſe a. ouſneſs, our feryour and activity will increaſe in pro- 
owſhip portion. And thus, 4%, Such fellowſhip. proves 
thod of an excellent mean for encouraging a Chriſtian in his 
ing ande courſe, for comforting him when under diſcourage- 
. K ments, and for reviving when ready to faint by the 
tter un way. Many times does the devout, though diſcou- 
vhat ue raged ſoul, ſind the truth of the ſcripture proverb, 
Che re: Prov. xxvii- 17. As iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo a man 
in gon · ¶Marpeneth the countenance of his friend. Oft has the 
timateh Chriſtian, when ready to fink with heavineſs, com- 
e opin plaining of his cold heart, and ſtaggering faith, found 
me time lively feeling of divine truths, a glowing love, and 
it, and WWfranſporting hope, ariſing from ſuch fellowſhip ; and 
means that grace, which, without ſpiritual correſpondence, 
ht; ov Ws ready to die, is oft by ſuch ſociety quickened and 
n made {WH ncreaſed, as live coals, which, when ſcattered, ſoon 
1d more xtinguiſh, but, when kept together, burn with a 
xpected brighter flame. Such companions, like labourers en- 
ng with aged in one taſk, or fellow travellers on the ſame 
hearing, WP vad, do, by ſuch fellowſhip, chear each other to their 
r pro- Work; they ſtir up the grace that is in them; they 
erſation put one another in remembrance of their obligations, 
s, 24h, beir duty, their danger, and their glorious proſpect, 
1d more while, by mutual ſympathy, counſel and prayer, they- 
of theſe prove means of procuring for each other direction, 
vs upon eomfort and aid. 5 %ly, Such intimacies give the beſt 
real im- pportunities for mutual admonitions, for their com- 
ble im- mon ſecurity, againſt the many hazards they run, of 
ortance, | ſwerving 
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the country ſide, the nation itſelf ta which they per 
ny 


| ſons been found in the wicked city of Sodom, Gc. thei! 


46 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
fwerving from duty, through the influence of the 
world, and the craft of the wicked one, an advantape 
which every one who knows the depravity of his own 
mind, will highly value. To all theſe advantages lt 
me add, 6h, The peculiar benefits which are to be 
obtained in the exerciſe of prayer. There is not ouh| 
a peculiar beauty in ſocial religion, but the fcripture 
and experience aſſure us, that peculiar bleſſings are to 
be obtained in the exerciſe of it. When two or thre: if 
are met together, in the name'of the Lord Jeſus, and 
united to one another in love, do with one heart agre: 
in putting their prayers to their Father in heayen, who 
can tell the bleſſed efficacy of ſuch an exerciſe ? The 
benefit is not confined to themſelves; the congregation, 


Enga 
here 

elle! 
tron, 
uen 
8 oſed 
rinc 
ime, 
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tain, oft reap the advantage, and obtain the ble 
from the hearer of prayer. Had but five righteous per 


ruin had been prevented. The prayers of Mordeca II. 
and the devout Jews prevailed to diſappoint the molt een 
dangerous ſcheme that ever was formed againſt that peo ob 
le. Daniel and his companions obtained the revel Ih 
tion of the king's dream, and ſaved both themſelves ectic 
and the wiſe men of Babylon from impending deſtruo . 
tion. The religious ſociety aſſembled in the houſe oi Fir, 
Mary, and praying for Peter, obtained their re quel "ah 
for the deliverance of the apoſtle, while yet they were ave | 
putting it up. In a word, we may fay of the praye - T 
of faith, Heb. xi 33. That through it the faints te. ten 
ceived promiſes. And indeed the experience of all tlat Yen « 
ever obſerved God's appearances for his church and ro 
people in any age, confirm the ſcripture teſtimony 01 wo 
this head, and concur in aſſuring us, that where Golf n 
is pleaſed to pour out a ſpirit of prayer, it is a never ”y no 
failing ſign of his being about to beitow the molt di ED 


tiaguiſhing bleſſings of his gracious providence. A 
On the whole, I preſume it appears evident, that the 3 
ſcriptures, and the reaſonableneſs of the thing itſelh chi: 4 
give us a real and encouraging warrant for ſuch ſocu WF 3 
engage. 


of Religious Fellowſhip. 47 
Engagements as theſe we propoſe. That we ought 
herefore to regard ſociety meetings, as a wiſe and ex- 
ellent method, which, by its concurrence. with that 


NG, 
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uence in ſecuring us againſt the fatal evils we are ex- 
poſed to, by correſpondence with perſons of vicious 
rinciples, or immoral practices; and, at the ſame 
ime, has an immediate tendency to procure for us that 
ſatisfaction, that improvement, and all theſe advan- 
tages which are the ultimate ends of the ſocial temper. 
and I cannot but think, that the conſiderations men- 
ioned would engage every ſerious Chriſtian to ſeek 


15 1 put, and join himſelf to ſuch ſocieties, was it not that 
-pation hey apprehend, that ſuch meetings hare been, or. may 
ey * e attended with bad conſequences, or that they 


bleſſing 


pus pet hem to decline ſuch fellowſhip. 


-c. ther o the ſecond thing I propoſed, : 
ordeal II-. To enquire into theſe objections which have 
ge mot een made againſt fellowſhip meetings, and endeavour 
iat peo obviate them. 


1 therefore proceed 


revel Ihe following are the principal, if not the only ob- 
mfelve RJ <<tions I have had occaſion to hear made againſt this 
leſtruc- ay. | 


Firſt, That, in many inſtances, their beſt purpoſes 
have been perverted; that, by miſmanagements, they 
Wave proven ſeminaries of error, diviſion, contention, 
Wand ichiſm, which, not confined to the ſociety, has 
dften weakened the hands of goſpel miniſters, and has 


ouſe of 
re quell 
ey were 


praye 


ints re- 

all flat even embroiled the country fide, yea, the church itſelf. 
ch and. In anſwering this, it muſt be owned, that ſome- 
ony on" mes the evils complained of have happened. But we 


muſt obſerve, ½, That it is allowed that theſe evils 
do not flow from religious ſocieties as ſuch, but only 
through miſmanagement: ſo that if any regulations 
can be propoſed, by which ſuch abuſe may be pre- 
vented, the objection muſt fall of courſe (and how far 
this is obtained, by the rules offered in the ſequel of 
bis difcourſe, the reader will judge.) But, 2H, It 

| 95 appears, 


re God | 
never 


olt dif | 


hat the 
7 itſelf 
ſocial 8 
engage: 


rong turn our minds have to ſociety, has a noble in- 


hink ſome other objections relevant to determine 
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appears, that ſuch religious aſſociations are excelleni 
methods, warranted by fcripture, and tending. to pro. 
cure the noble advantages for Chriſtians duly exerciſet 


in them; and, to affert that ſuch are to be neglectelf 


dy ourſelves, or diſcouraged in others, becauſe of po 
lible miſmanagements or abuſes, muſt be very abſurd, 
It is certain the pulpit itſelf has been abuſed and pro 
ſtituted to the worſt of purpoſes ; too often it has cen. 
ed from being an oracle of God, and has become a; 
incentive to murders, rebellions, maſſacres, and wha 


not? We ſtill Tee it perverted in ſome inſtances, tf 
ſpread errors, ſchiſms, contention, and diviſion, amor; 


Chriſtians. But would any man that profeffes religion 
ſay, That therefore preaching ſhould be altogether 
ſuppreſſed? No ſurely! we would readily propoſe, 
that where the pulpit is thus abuſed, ſuch preachers 
ought to be reſtrained, and the whole order laid under 
proper regulations; and undoubtedly the ſame reaſon- 
ing uld take place here, or, if it is not admitted, 


the argument will carry us to the moſt unreaſonabe 
extravagancies. If this be a concluſive argument, 
that ſocieties, meeting for prayer and fpiritual confer- Wil 


ence, have been miſmanaged, and therefore ought to be . 
ilona 


deſerted and ſuppreſſed; it will equally hold as a good 
argument, ſome ſocieties of private men have hatched 
treaſon; and therefore, no private men ſhould, at anf 
time, meet together; or, there is no ſacred ordinance, 
nor civil inſtitution, which has not actually been, or 
at leaſt may be abuſed; and therefore the whole of 
both theſe ould be for ever ſuppreſſed And thus i 
the objection be of any force, it concludes as ſtrongly 
againſt almoſt all engagements in ſociety, as againſt the 
religious inſtitution we plead for. | 
Secondly, There is another objection much urged 5. 


gainſt ſociety meetings; namely, That the church of | 
Scotland have, by their directory for ſecret and private 


worſhip, which is ratified by their act, Auguſt 2.jth, 
1647, Seſſ. 19. Sect 7. declared ſuch meetings into- 
terable. Their words are theſe, < Whatever hare 
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Nc. 
excellent been the effects and fruits of meetings of perſons of 
to pro. divers families, in the times of corruption and trou- 
erciſeii ble (in which caſes many things ate commendable, 
eglecte( RF which otherwiſe are not tolerable) yet when God 
of pol hath bleſſed us with peace and purity of the goſpel; 
abſurl MF ſuch meetings of perſons of divers families are to be 
ind pr. diſapproved, as tending to the hindrance of the reli- 
nas cen. . gious exerciſe of each family by, itſelf, to the preju- 
OMe 2 dice of the public miniſtry, to the renting of the fas 
& wha AY milies of particular congregations; and in proceſs of 
aces, time, of the whole kirk, beſides many offences 
, amon; WW which may come thereby, to the hardening of the 
religion hearts of carnal men, and grief of the godly.” --<—- 
ogether | hatever regard I have for that body of men, who 
propose MWnitituted that afſembly ; yet I muſt take the liberty 
eachers obſerve, 1/7, That it is our happineſs, that that 
d under, Aff. 1638, December 17. ſeſſ. 23, 24. is not now 
reaſon. force ; by it they ordain, 4 That from henceforth, 
mitte; no ſort of perſon; of whatſoever quality or degree, 
ſonabt be permitted to ſpeak.or write againſt the ſaid con- 
-ument ! feſſion (that is the national covenant,) this aſſembly, 
conf or any act of this aſſembly, and that under the pain 
ht to be of incurring the cenſures of this kirk.” It may be 
a god ſonably thought that a body of men ſo jealous of 
latchedeir credit, and ſo apprehenfive of the cenſures which 
at anf Jaht be made on their eonduct, as to paſs ſuch an 
inance, t as this, (ſo tyrannical, and laying ſuch a heavy re- 
een, Of aint on the freedom of converſation among perſons 
hole of whatever quality or degree) would of courfe, and 
thus i the ſame motives prohibit all ſuch meetings as 
trongly ight at any time examine or complain of their pro- 
inſt the edings. Not that I think it allowable for fociety 
eetings to canvaſs or cenſure the proceedings of x 
rged 3 mblies : (the contrary will appear in its proper place.) 
irch of t I dare ſay every thinking perſon will agree with 
private e Rev. Mr. Currie in his effay on ſeparation, in pro- 
k 24h IPoncing both the above · eited acts to be unreaſonable, 
* warrantable, and tyrannical.----- --But the aſſembly 
r have ems fo give ſome plaufible reaſons for ain 
„been 8 | ſuc 
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| ſuch meetings. Let us then, 2dly, See of wh 


_ preſervatives againſt this danger, are they not alw: 
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benefits to be obtained by fuch, do appear to be ſeldan 


_ Chriſtian claſſed in a family, whoſe other membenþ 
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force they are. 1//, The aſſembly ſpeaks of thenllf 
as allowable, yea commendable in times of trouhj 
and corruption, but not tolerable while we enjq 
peace and purity of the goſpel. Strange! That | 
is our duty to join in conference and prayer when j 
danger or trouble, and yet intolerable when enjoyin 
peace, &c. In times of corruption and trouble, 1 
doubt Chriſtians will be more frequent and fervent! 
theſe exerciſes, but why muſt they be laid aſide in 
other events ?---No doubt leſt they preſume to cenſui 
people, who would be thought infallible. But furtha 
is there any time when Chriſtians are not in dang 
of corruption, through the influence of perſons of bi 
principles and morals ? If therefore ſuch meetings! 


commendable ?-------2dly, The aſſembly ſeems to ul 
nuate, that all the purpoſes of ſuch religious mectin 
may be obtained in the exerciſe of family religion: al 
that therefore the meetings of perſons of diverſe fan 
lies is to be diſcouraged, as tending to the hinderaih 
of the religious exerciſe of each family by itſelf. - 
am aware, that this conſideration of family religa 
would probably be objected againſt all I have f(a 
about the expediency or neceſſity of a religious con 
ſpondence among Chriſtians. I have referred givin 
any anſwer to it until now; when I am to obſerve, iſ 
That though family religion is at once lovely, uſctuf 
and indeed neceſſary, yet that intimate religious cor 
ſpondence propoſed by fellowſhip meetings, and ti 
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if ever attainable by the exerciſe of family religion along 
How rarely will we find a family, of which all or et 
the greater part are either qualified or diſpoſed for f 
ligious converſation ? How oft is a fincere and activ 


are abſolutely averſe to religious exerciſes ? And woul 
it not be exceeding hard tc {tut ſuch an one up frot 
religious intimaci:s ? But, 2dly, Let us even upper 

' : en x who 
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ot i ole family diſpoſed to religious correſpondence with 
of then ie another, yet I ſee no reaſon why ſuch correſpon- 
b troull ce ſhould be confined to the family; on the contrary, 
Wo eng Chriſtians are commanded to make their light ſhine 

That ö fore men, and as eve ry man has received the gift, even 
when i to miniſter the ſame one to another, &c. It ſeems 
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ghly reaſonable, and even the duty of the members 
a well diſpoſed family, to enter into fellowſhip | 
ectings with neighbouring Chriſtians, in order to at- 
in theſe valuable purpoſes. But perhaps it will be 
Il objected in terms of the act, that ſuch meetings 
d to the hinderance of the religious exerciſe of each 
mily by itſelf. I muſt therefore add, 3d!y, That 
is reaſon againſt ſociety meetings ſeems to be the 
oft ſingular of any I have ever heard ſuggeſted. 
ith the ſame reaſon we may object againſt every du- 


s to nh of religion, whether public or private, becauſe that 
cc come times they may come to interfere, and ſo prove 
12 6 inderance to one another. For the hinderance al- 
erſe fan 


Ized to be given by fellowſhip meetings to family 
ligion, cannot be underſtood any other way, than 
the one interfering with the other, becauſe in all 
her views, the religious exerciſes in which we join 
th neighbouring Chriſtians, render us at once better 
alified for family religion, and more diſpoſed to it. 


1nderaihl 
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ed gig rue other reaſons mentioned in this act againſt 
ſerve, 0 lowſhip meetings, have been already taken notice of 
£ wy the anſwer to firſt objection. And T preſume that 
us 


Try reader will allow, that this act ſo tyrannical in 
lf, and ſupported by ſuch weak or extravagant rea- 
ns, ouzht to have no influence to reſtrain from en- 
gements ſo reaſonable as theſe we propoſe. 
Thirdly, There is yet another objection which it will 
expected I ſhould take notice of though moſtly urg- 
by perſons from whom no encouragement to reli- 
dus ſocieties of any kind can be expected. It is this, 
at ſuch meetings tend to divert people, whoſe bread 
pends on their daily labour, from attending their 
ih callings. For my part, I ſhould be as loath as 
| G 2 „ 


and ti 
be ſeldoſ 
jon along 
11 or ere 
ed for 
1d act 
me mben 
nd woul 8 
up frot 
ſuppoſe? 

who! 


52 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 


any body, to adviſe or encourage people to any thing 


that ſnould prevent their proper labours, or keep them 
from an honeſt induſtry for earning their food. But 
ſure no body can think that a few hours once as 
week, or perhaps, but once a-fortnight, can give any 
conſiderable hinderance, or prove a real prejudice. On 
the contrary, it would ſcem that fuch religious inter- 
views ſhould rather be a furtherance, becauſe the more 
lively a Chriſtian is in the frame of his own mind, the 
more alert will he be in every other exerciſe : the 
more he is eſtabliſned in the principles of Chriſti- 
anity, the more conſcientious and diligent will he be, 
doing with all his might, what his hand findeth to do. 
He will labour more chearfully, and alſo more ſucceſs: 
fully. So that if conſcience and diligence are valuable 
qualities in a work-man, the religious engagements 1] 
recommend, muſt be reckoned valuable means for im- 
proving theſe --------The ſevereft taſk-maſter will not 
grudge the meaneſt ſlave ſame hours for relaxation, 
and the cloſeſt application muſt allow {ome time for 
this purpoſe; but relaxation does not conſiſt in the 
body or mind's ceaſing from action, but in changing 
the direction of their aims and exerciſes, I woul 

then aſk the moſ} zealous promoter of induſtry, whe- 
ther of the two he would moſt approve of ? Whether 
the devout, conſcientious, and laborious workman, 
who devotes his leiſure hours to conference and prayer 


with his friends of the ſame character? Or that man || 


who aſſociates himſelf with vain, light or ppofligate 
perſons, waſtes his gain in ale-houſes, and his leiſure 
time in folly or crimes ? If the firſt of theſe be his 
choice, there can be no room for this objection. 

It appears, I think, evidently ſrom what has been 
faid, That fellowſhip meetings have a real and encou- 
raging warrant, both from ſcripture, and the reaſon- 
ableneſs of the thing; and that no relevant objection 
hes againſt them, if fo be they come under due regu- 
Jations. This leads me, . | 

| wo = 10 
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III. To offer ſome regulations, for preventing the 


inconveniencies and evils complained of, and for the 
more effectual obtaining the valuable purpoſes of reli- 
ious {ellowſhip. | | 
Attempts have been made this way already, by very 
good hands, but it is a pity they conſine themſelves 
to general obſcrvations and rules, which moſt of peo- 
ple mind but as generals, and therefore readily in- 
dulge themſelves in exceptions. It ſeems therefore ne- 
ceſſary to condeſcend in the moſt particular manner, on 
the peculiar cauſes of the evils complained of, and on 
the proper way to prevent theſe, and of obtaining the 
benefits in view. For this end, I ſhall, 1, Enquire 
into the cauſes of the evils complained of; and thall 
endeavour to keep them in view, while, 2d!y, I offer 
the rules which ſeem proper for remedying thoſe evils, 
and for procuring the benefits, for which ſociety was. 
ultimately intended. 


Firſt, The abuſes which have ſo often crept into: 


ſociety meetings, and the miſchiefs which flow from 
theſe, have, for the moſt part, if not altogether, pro- 


ceeded from one or other of the following cauſes. Ei- 


ther, 

1. From the characters and diſpoſitions of the 
members. Theſe often prove incompatible with the 
union and intereſts of ſocieties, eſpecially religious ones. 


Should we ſuppoſe a parcel of hypocrites, who have 


nothing of religion but a name and profeſſion, yet 
forming themſelves into a ſociety meeting, and car- 
Tying on the cheat on themſelves, eheir fellows, and 
the world; the beſt we could expect from ſuch would 


be but noiſe and affectation. The fruits of ſuch- 


meetings muſt be to rivet one another in their fooliſh 


prejudices; and to improve each other in a ſhew of 


religion, whilſt they remain ſtrangers to its reality. 
To learn opinionativeneſs in room of Readineſs, falſe 
zeal inſtead of true ardour for God, enthuſiaſm in 
place of divine influences, haughtineſs ſor humility, 
ſecurity inſtead of faith, and formality in place of real 

; godlineſs. 
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54 An Inquiry into the nature, G c. 
godlineſs. Where theſe prevail, there, all that is 
complained of or feared from fellowſhip meetings, 
does natively ariſe. Men do not look for grapes from 
thiſtles, nor for figs from thorns; and we may ſooner 
expect that perſons who are ſtrangers to the profeſ- 
fion, as well as to the reality of religion, ſhould attain 
the ends of ſociety meetings, than thoſe we ſpeak of. 
But without confining the ſuppoſition to ſocieties en- 
tirely formed of empty profeſſors, we may obſerve, 
That wherever ſuch perſons have acceſs and influence, 
the like evils appear, though perhaps in a lower de- 
gree. If there is but one member of a ſociety who 
has not the important ends of a Chriſtian fellowſhip 
in view; who wants no more by his memberſhip but 
to gain a name and character, without being at pains 
to deſerve it, ſuch a man readily is, or will ſoon become 

roud, opinionative, cenſorious, aſſuming, &c. and 
while his profeſhon blinds weak and diffident Chriſti- 
ans, he many times engages them to follow him in 
his extravagancies and follies ; while he diverts the 
ſociety from their proper purpoſes, he leads them to 
courſes quite oppoſite.----Theſe conſiderations ought 
to engage us to the utmoſt caution in chufing our 
companions, and admitting members into our ſocie- 
ties, and for theſe reaſons I have inſiſted the more on 
them. But what we ought_to confider more atten- 
tively is, that even where perſons who are really exer- 
ciſed in godlineſs are aſſociated together; and where 
we might hope for the happieſt effects, yet even there 
the ſkill of Satan; and the deceitfulneſs of our own 
hearts, defeat our hopes and bring on a ſad reverſe 
of them. Oft does tha: enemy af our ſouls (though 
we are not ignorant of his devices) take advantage of 
our weakneſs; while he finds too much matter in our 
corrupt minds to work on, by which he ruins ſociety. 


As by exciting the pride of our firſt parents in pa- 


radiſe, he found the way io ruin human ſociety even 
in its birth, ſo by that ſame art, he often prevails to 
deſtroy that unity, which is eſſential to Chriſtian fel- 
| lowſhip. 
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jowſhlip. When a member of ſuch ſociety comes to 
think more highly of hiniſelf than he ought to think, 
when he becomes conceited of his owa gifts, and 

roud of his attainmients or other peculiars, he native- 
ly falls into all-that train of evils which undo ſociety. 
Fond of himſelf he becomes inſenſible to the excellen- 
cies of his companions, or even begrudges them. 
He grows blind to his own imperfections and errors, 


but a ready diſcerner of the failings or faults of his 


neighbours. This makes him deſpite every body whoſe 
graces and gifts he thinks ſhort of his own; and at 
the ſame time, makes him judge thus of every one he 
converſes with. Such ſentiments ſoon render him in- 
capable of the ſocial virtues, but under the fatal influ- 
ence of theſe diſpoſitions which are oppolite to friend- 
ſhip. He becomes haughty, arrogant, aſſuming, every 
thing muſt be done by his direction, nothing is to be 
approven if he is not ſatisfied, nor any thing agreed 
to if it be not his opinion.---In a word, his will muſt 
be the law of the ſociety, he grows {tiff and poſitive, 
and if he is not humoured, he becomes ſullen, croſs, 
fretful, hot, yea paſſionate. We may ealily conceive, 
it will be extremely difficult for his companions to 
brook ſuch a temper. Few people are poſſeſſed of 
ſuch degrees of meekneſs and patience, as would be 
requiſite to bear with ſuch an one, however uſeful 
otherwiſe. Admonition would be loſt on a perſon of 
this character, ſo that wherever this temper is indulg- 
ed, the happineſs of that ſociety neceilarily falls; mu- 


tual affection, confidence, good will and f mpathy 


ſoon ceaſe, while jealouſy, diſcord, ill-will, reſentment, 
malice, wrath, &c. brood on each other, until ſuch ſo- 
cieties, from being ſeats of love and union, become 
icenes of contention and ſeminaries of diſcord ; and 
the evils begun in private ſocieties oft come to ſpread 


from one to another, until the community is embroil- 


ed by it. | | 
What a watchful guard then ſhould every member 
of fociety in general, particularly ſuch as profeſs reli- 
glous 
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gious fellowſhip, keep over their own hearts, leſt at N ſay nor 
any time they become high minded, and thus fall into Nheady ar 
the ſnare of the Devil? With what care ſhould every of error 
Chriſtian watch over the motions of his own breaſt; Ned with, 
left that cunning enemy ſteal in upon the unguarded Mrtroverſie 
minds? Do we find our tempets becoming warm, do mine in 
we become {tiff in our peculiar opinions, are we fret. {Wminiiters 
ted by contradiction, do we find a coldneſs in our af: learning 
feCtions to ſuch as differ from us, feel we a pleaſure Med: or di 
in obſerving and publiſhing the faults of our neigh- to {plit, : 
bours? By each of theſe our pride is demonſtrated ; Wide. T. 
theſe diſpoſitions render us unfit, yea dangerous mem- the cond: 
bers of any and of every fociety : they naturally tend have not! 
to break the peace of families, congregations, preſbyte. nity, whi 
ries, and every ſocial engagement whether public of {MWconceit, 

private, ſacred or civil, as well as theſe we now ſpeak {Wgard to n 


of. Theſe 
Secendly, Another cauſe producing the evils com- when we 
plained of from religious ſocieties, is miſmanage- Nene with 
ments in their meetings with each other. It is indeed {gain {tre 
no more practicable to condeſcend on all the errors ſuch {Mid oft re 
meetings may fall into, than it is to deſcribe all the e correc 
miſtakes we may fall into in the courſe of life. to keep 
I ſhall name but the following, as what appear chem. 
both more common and more fatal to theſe ſocieties. MW 79 the! 
1/t, The indulging of idle and trivial converſation. ----- gainſt ſo 
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This, though innocent itſelf, yet becomes really cri- 
minal, while it prevents more uſeful exerciſes, - oft 
cuts them out altogether, and readily introduces 2 
more fata! though a more ſpecious abuſe, viz. 2dty, 
Foeliſh and unprofitable queſtions and diſputes, even 
on ſcripture ſubjects, the ſolution of which can be 
given by no mortal, nor would it profit us though ob- 


tained. This abuſe natively leads, 3d), To a daring . Perhaps 
and overcurious prying into the myſteries of reve:4- ad conce! 
tion; they would be wife above what is written, but Ineetings, 
they darken knowledge by words without wiſdom ; enger a; 
they turn aſide into vain janglings, defiring to be teach- Ne advar 


ers of the law, yet neither underſtanding hat they ubject I 1 
CS. . | ſay, 


1 ys 4 z 
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it {ſay nor whereof they affirm. Thus they become 

nto {Micady and notional, and their meetings prove a ſource 

ery Not error and Hereſy. This humour is always connect- 

iſt; Med with, 47/4y, An infatiable itch to meddle in the con- 


led I troverſies of the day. They readily decide and deter- 


do mine in all queſtions, even in theſe matters in which 
et. MWniniſters and Chriſtians, the moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
af: learning and grace both now and in all ages liave differ- 
ure Ned: or differing in opinion, each with other, they come 
zh- 0 ſplit, and prove ſemenaries of ſchiſm in a country- 
ed; ide. This natively brings them, 5thly, To criticiſe on 
m- the conduct of miniſters, and others, with whom they 


nd have nothing to do: a practice which ſooths their va- 


te -Nuity, while it nouriſhes their pride, and introduces ſelf- 

or Nconceit, preſumption, contempt of ordinances, diſre- 
gard to miniſters, c. c. 

Theſe miſmanagements appear the more dangerous 

when we obſerve, how intimately they are connected 


m- 

ge- Nene with another They creep into ſocieties, they 
eed Meain ſtrengtli quickly, though almoſt imperceptibly, 
ach Hand oft remain undiſcovered until they are no more to 


be corrected: our only ſecurity therefore againſt theſe 
p to keep at the utmoſt diſtance from the very leaſt of 
zem. 


gainſt ſociety meetings, I might add, that members by 


cri · NVant of tenderneſs to each other in civil life, or by in- 
oft Mliſcretion in their behaviour toward thoſe that are ſtran- 
s a ers to their profeſſion and fellowſhip, have oft injur- 
dly, d fociety, have broke their unity, and made them and 


heir members fall into comempt. But theſe and o- 


ven 

be hers I will probably have occaſion to point out in the 

ob- Negulations intended. | 5 

ning Perhaps ſome people will think, that what I have 
ela. aid concerning the characters of member. of ſociety 

but Ineetings, and the dangers of miſmanaging theſe, is a 

Mm; tronger argument againſt ſuch fellowſhip than all I 


ave advanced in their favours. Before I leave the 
ubject I ſhall therefcre obſerve, that theſe evils are 
H — no 


To theſe ahove named cauſes ofthe complaints made | 
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no other than what almoſt all focieties in the woit! 
are expoſed to, at leaſt, we cannot conceive any two 
or three perſons conferring together about religion 
things, but we muſt perceive the ſame evils as threat: 
ening their correſpondence, as ſociety meetings are ex- 
poſed to. I ſhall therefore in the regulations propoſed, 
endeavour to lay down ſuch rules as may not only di 
rect in the religious engagements propoſed, but ma 
be of uſe to qualify and diſpoſe us to act a proper 
part in every ſocial engagement in life. 1 therefore 


with ſair 
valuable 
ij indiſp! 
ciety. | 
nes; I f 
Chriſtiar 
ſite in or 
ſeldcm t 
every We 
intimaci- 


T „ 1. 8 
Secondiy, To offer ſome rules which ſeem prope gives, a 
for remedying the evils complained of, and for pro. LO at 
curing the benefits for which ſociety was ultimate . 
intended. To this purpoſe, I ſhall, ½, Offer ſom ae to 
rules relating to the temper and character, which elf. conc 


members of religious ſocieties ought to ſtudy then: ge evil. 


ſelves, and by which they ought to chuſe their com geceitful 
panions 2dly, I ſhall offer ſome rules relating to the ind the. 
proper exerciſe of religious ſocieties in their meeting eve the 
together. 3dly, I ſhall offer ſome directions relat Fakes tl 
ing to their conduct toward each other in civil life ſuch an 
And, 4zhly, I ſhall mention ſome of theſe oblige delights 


tions which relate to their behaviour towards thoſe tha like the | 


are without, and are ſtrangers to their profeſſion ani the noble 


fellowſhip. | 

; . * ; ; 3 Fures da: 
Firſt, I am to offer ſome rules by which memben life, for 1 
of religious ſocieties ought to form themſelves, and by poſition 
an inexh 
ſpiritual 
compani 


In genera), every thing that conſtitutes the Chriſtia 
life, every grace, every diſpoſition, and every duty 16 
quired of the diſciples of Jeſus, muſt be our own ſtudy, 


2 
and the great qualification whichrecommends our frier hi 5 
to us. An habitual ſenſe of divine truths, ſpirituil 2c del 
affections, with a heart exerciſed in faith and godli delight 

neſs, are the things which conſtitute the new crea a noble 


ture, 


make us fellow citizens with the ſaints, and of 1 mem! 


the houthold of God, and are therefore things whit makes ! 
at once qualify and diſpoſe us to maiutain commun ng thin 
2 ä | WIT OA 


5 of Religious Fellowſhip. 59 
wort! with ſaints on earth. Chriſtianity does indeed form a | 
'Y WO valuable and worthy member of ſociety in general, and 
ligionl , indiſpenſibly neceſſary to a member of a religious ſo- 
threat ciety. Fam not to enter into a detail of Chriſtian vir- 
Te MY tes; I hall confine myfelf to mention the following 
Poled Chriſtian excelncies, which are more peculiarly requĩ- 
ny db fiie in order to religious fellowſhip; and which though 
it maß ſelacm the attainment, yet are always, the endeavour of 
prope erery worthy member, and one great end of religious 
refon intimacies. | 
. 1. Such ovght to make the knowledge of them- 
Propet ſelves, and of the ſcriptures their conſtant aim. To 
r pro know ourſelves, is an attainment of the greateſt im- 
mately portance in itſelf, as well as à firlt rate accompliſh» 
lol ment to qualify us for ſociety. To get the better of 
w hich felf-conceit and, prefumption, to attain a juſt ſenſe of 
then. the evil of our ways, the depravity of our natures, the 
coi deceitfulneſs of our hearts, the weakneſs of our frame, 
to e BY the danger we are by all theſe expoſed to, will 
eting give the ſoul a noble reiiſh for goſpel truths, and: 
rela WY makes the ſcriptures prove a delightful ſtudy; the more 
fe ſuch an one knows of the truths of God, the more he 
olige delights in. the ſacred theme, and the more he ſtudies it, 
e tha tits the Pſalmiſt, he communes with his own heart, like 
1 nll the noble Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. He. ſearches the ſerip- 
tures daily, fox he knows, that in them we have eternal 
ben , fer they teſtify of Chriſt, John v. 39. By ſuch a dif- 
id b poſition and exerciſe, a Chriſtian will be furniſhed with 
nin inechauſtible fund of the moſt uſeful materials for 
iſtin ſpiritual conference, aud the edification of his religious 
3 companions. _ 0 | | 
hos 2. Such knowledge 1s natively attended with the 
endl higheſt eſteem of our God: and Saviour, the moſt fer- 
ituſſf vent deſires after his image and favour, and a high 
od: delight in every thing that relates to him. And what 
I 2 noble qualification is ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, for 
da a member of a fellowſhip meeting! This often 
hic makes his tongue as the pen of a ready writer, indit. 
go ng things concerning the King, and while his own 
Wi % Eh H 2 g ſoul 
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60 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
ſoul glows with the ſacred ardour, he often like a live 
eoal kindles the heavenly flame in his devout compani. 
Ons. 8 

3. Theſe attainments lead a ſoul to entertain the 
great meſſage of the goſpel. A ſoul ſenſible of the glo. 
| _ Fious excellencies of our Lord, will be engaged to an na- 
bitual application to him, that out of his fulneſs they 
may receive, and grace for grace. The bleſſed effects oſ 
chis exerciſe which a Chriſtian's daily experience can re- 
cord, qualify him happily for the ſociety of ſincere Chri. 
ſtians. It is a peculiar happineſs to a piigrim to ſind a 
companion who knows the way they are to travel. And 
it muſt be a peculiar happineſs to one travelling towards 
Zion, to find one who knows the way through Baca's 
vale, and the method of procuring ſuch refreſhment 
there, as may enable them togofrom ſtrengthtoſtrength 
until they arrive before God. ; EY 

4. To the knowledge and love of ſacred things, 2 
worthy member muſt add an undiſſembled love, a 
Hearty good will and brotherly affection to our friends 
and brethren, and ſuch a love to mankind in general, 
as will engage him to ſeek the good of all around 
him. Chriſtianity is properly the religion of love: 
Love is it's author, for God is love; love is it's 
nature and eſſence, for he that dwelleth in love dwel- 
leth in God, and God in him, 1 John iv. 16. Love is 
its great precept, for our Lord ſays, This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you. 
And how neceſſary an excellency is this to ſociety ! 

It is this which lays the foundation of unity and har- 
mony among brethren. It is this which diſpoſes to 
charity, forgiveneſs, forbearance, bowels of compaſ- 
fion, and true ſympathy tæwards our brethren. It is 
this makes us take part in all the cares, fears, griefs, 
or joys of our friends, It is this which engages to 
adviſe, comfort, aſſiſt, encourage, and in one word, 
with chearfulneſs, to fulfil all the obligations, and con- 
tribute to all the valuable purpoſes of Chriſtian friend- 
ſhip, | = 
5. Humility 
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5. Humilty and lowlineſs of mind is an excellency of 


the moſt eſſential importance, in order to diſpoſe to re- 
ligious fellowſhip. I have already ſhown the fatal con- 
ſequences of pride in ſocieties of every kind ; but how 


inconſiſtent is it with the principles and obligations of | 


Chriſtianity ? Is it poſſible one can know his own guil- 


ty, depraved, weak; and miſerable character, and yet 


ſhould glory in himſelf? Can ore be ſenſible that all 
he ever attained or hopes to arrive at, is the gift of free 
and unmerited goodneſs, and will he yet boaſt himſelf 
againfl his fellow? Can a man call himſelf a diſciple of 
Jeſus, while he 1s not learning of him who is meek and 
lowly? Did the great God and our Saviour, while 
miniſtring on cartli give us an example, by his bear- 
ing with the-many follics, infirmities, and faults of his 
poor diſciples ? and will not his followers take the ſa- 
cred direction, Rom. xii. 16. Mind not high things, con- 
deſcend to men of low eftate, and be not wiſe in your own 
conceits? Did he ſtoop to waſh the feet of his diſci- 
ples, and will any of his followers ever think they can 
do enough for or bear enough with thoſe that are 
dear to him? Finally, can we be ſenſible of our own 
infirmities, without ſympathizing with others under 
the like, and contributing our utmoſt endeavours to 
remove them? The apoſtle's command therefore ſhould 
have an univerſal influence, Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing 
be done through ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowli- 


neſs of mind let cach efteem others better than them- 
ſelves. 


6. The genuine fruit of humility is meekneſs and 


patience. Paſſion and reſentment are the well known 
children of pride, theſe ruinſome plagues of ſociety 
reſemble each other both in their nature and effects. 
Both of theſe cloud our reaſon, make us inſenſible of 
duty, and indeed incapable of it. But meekneſs and 
patience have oppoſite natures and oppoſite effects. 


Theſe keep the mind calm and ſober, and therefore 


capable of exerciſing our ſeveral faculties in a regular 
Way ; they make us judge of things as they really are, 
and 
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62 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 

and prevent our being impoſed on by the falſe light by 
which paſſion diſguiſes them; and thus they render us 
capable of a ſteady ' diſcharge of the ſocial duties, in 
ſpice of all theſe incidents which in our imperfect ſtate 


| provoke to anger and ſtrife; they prevent. our taking 
| offence at the inadvertancies or imperfections of our 


companions, and at thE ſame time keep. us from giving 
offence to others. It is thus we muſt fulfil the great 
precepts of the apoſtle, Eph. iv. 2. 3. With all louli- 
neſs, ahi meeknefs, with long. ſuffering, forbearing one an- 
other in love, endeaveuring to keep the unity of. the Spi- 
rit in the bond of peace. And ver. 21, 32. Let all 
wrath, ard bitterneſs, and anger, end evil ſpeaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice. 
to anther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as Grd for Chriſt's ſake hath, forgiven you. Let us put en 
therefore, as the cleft of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long -/uff er- 


ing, forocaring ane another, forgiving ene another. Tf 


any man have a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt for- 


gave you, ſo alſo ds ye; and, above all theſe things: put 
en charity, which is the band of perfeneſe, Col. iii. 12, 


13, 14. : 

7. To all theſe we ſhould add an obliging, affable, 
complaiſant and brotherly carriage toward all men, ef-. 
pecialty our fellows. A cold or indifferent look, or 
four and churlith way, is not only unlike, but is really 
inconſiſtent with friendſhip. Such a behaviour always 
expreſſes ſome degree of conterapt, and if it does no: 
produce reſentment, at leaſt it introduces ſuch coldneſs 
as breaks up intimacy; but that eafy and brotherly 
carriage which the ſcrip:ure preſcribes, increaſes our 
eſteem of each other, whets our deſire. after ſociety with 
one another, makes us delight in it, gives weight to 
each others advice and example, chears up the mind 
to activity in ſocial duties; and thus makes every friend 
fond of his religious companion, and active in. imitat- 
ing him. How ſ-equently and warmly does the ſcrip- 


Be 


And. be ye hind one. 


tures urge this lovely temper of mind, Rom. xii. 10. 
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Be kindly affeftioned one to another, in bretherly love, in 1 
Tit. iii. 2. Be gentle, 


honour preferring one another. 
ſhewing all mecekneſs to all men. 1 Pet. iii. 8. 9. Finally 
be all of one mind, having compaſſion one of another; love 


as brethren, be pitiful, be-courteous, not rendering railing 


fer railing, but contrarizuiſe bleſſing. The wiſuom that 
is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentie, and ca- 
ts be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocriſy, James iii. 17. 

8. As another qualilication for ſociety, we ought 
to ſtudy an open, frank, and chearful way of aQing 
towards all we converſe with, whether our religious 
intimates or others. A dull, mclancholy, moroſe and 
ſullen temper (too often indulged, if not affected, by 
ſome profeſſors of religion) makes ſtrangers judge a- 
miſs of Chriſtianity itſelf, as a peeviſh and diſcontent- 
ed principle, diſcourages many almoſt Chriſtians, and 
renders the converſation of religious meetings flat, in- 
ſipid, and diſtaſteful. To render our converſation tru- 
ly edifying, it ought to be ſeaſoned with ſalt, not only 
as to its matter, but as to its manner, eſpecially when 
we conſider, that our deſire aſter ſociety is always at- 
tended with a deſire after ſatisfaction with thoſe we 
converſe with. Thus, a misjudging world ſeek no- 
thing more in company, than joy and mirth: They 


make a feaſt for laughter, and wine maketh them merry. 


Such mirth is ſoon turned into mourning ; ſuch joy is 
but a faite appearance of true gladneſs. This is only 
to be found with the diſciples of Jeſus; none elſe have 
right to it. Light is ſewn for the righteaus, and glad- 
neſs for the upright in heart, Plal. xcvii, 11., It is in 
the dwellings of the righteous that the voice of joy and 
gladneſs is heard. Their privilege it is to rejoice ever- 
more. And this part they ought to act. True reli- 
gion not only lays a foundation for ghearfulneſs and 
ſerenity of mind, but affords the moſt excellent ſub- 
jects to cnliven the converſation of Chriſtians, and 
thereby to communicate joy and gladneſs of heart to 
each other. Thus it was with the peaceful meeting 
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64 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
mentioned Acts ii. 46. 47. They did eat their meat with 
gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart, praiſing God, and having 
favour with all the people; and with a view to this 
| chearfnineſs the apoſtle givestheexhortation, Col. iii. 16, 
| Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, 
Teaching and admoniſbing one another in Pjalms and hymns 
and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. | 8 | 
9. To all theſe we muſt add the ſtudy of prudence 
and diſcretion By this I mean a wile and jusicious 
apprehending the advantages or diſadvantages which 
may follow on events or actions, and thence a becoming 
Care and activity to ſhun the threatening evils, and 
| obtain the eee hoped for. This is a virtue, which 
though difficult to attain, yet is of the greateſt neceſ- 
ſity to members of religious ſocieties, for two great 
purpoſes. 
the frame of our minds, and this not only by reſtrain- 
ing theſe affections aud paſſions which lead to folly, 
but alſo by regulating and directing all the faculties 
and even theſe excellencies which conſtitute a valuable 
member of ſociety; becauſe the greateſt virtues, when 
either carried to exceſs or unſuitably directed, degene- 
rate into vices; and theſe, by ſo much more danger- 
ous, 2s they are clothed in the habits of religion : for 
example, how oft has zeal for truth, (whether ap- 
prehended, or the Teal truths, yet not eſſential to 
Chriſtianity) by mixing with our own paſſions, dege- 
nerated into cnhiſm, ſuperſtition, cruelty, and perſecu- 
tion? How oft has humility funk into credulity and an 
implicit following of thoſe whoſe knowledge and judg- 
ment we reckon ſuperior to our own? How oft has 
affability dwindled down into impertinence, and chea-- 
fulneſs into levity and folly ? Theſe and innumerable 
other inſtances which every one's reflection and expe- 
rience will readily tuggeit to them, ſhews the danger 
one runs, either by exceeding or giving a wrong turn 
even to diſpoſitions, otherwiſe the moſt valuable, and 
thereby ſhews the neceſlity of prudence, in order to 
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prevent ſuch fatal miftakes. 2d, This virtue is fur- 
ther neceſſary, in order to improve our correſpondence 


with cach other to our mutual profit : it is this noble 


virtue which points aut the advantages to be obtained, 
and the heſt method of obtaining them. This ſhews 
the dangers we are expoſed to, and ſhews how to re- 
medy ar prevent them. It is this diretts a wiſe man 
when to ſpeak, and when to be ſilent; when to ſhut 
his eyes tb his neighbour's infirmities, and when to ad- 


moniſh him; when to applaud and encourage, and * 
when to adviſe and dirett him. In a word, it is in ts 


exerciſe of this virtue, that, as our Saviour commands, 
we arc to be wiſe as /erpents, and harmleſs as douesy 
Matth: u,. +#& | 80 | 
10. Prudence will always be attended with a decent 
madeſty and reſerve in all we door ſay. Forwardneſa 
and preſumption are the genuine fruits of pride or fol- 
ly, and their effects in ſociety are always nauſeous, if 
not always fatal. Where therefore we. find a man 
ſelf-confident,, pretending to every excellency, and 


boaſting of his own merits; we may reaſonably eon- 


tlude ſuch an one preſumptuous, and walking in a 


path ſo ſlippery, as that while he thinketh himſeM 


wiſe he will readily appear to be a fool. Do we find 
one vain-of his profeſſion, oſtentatious of his attain» 


ments, noiſy about what he has done, or is doing, and 


fond that the world ſhould look at him? We may 
juſtly fear his pride, arid ſuſpect him to be at once a 
ſtranger to modeſty and humility. Or, do we find a 
perſon always talkative, telling all he ſees or hears, 
divulging even the failings of his friends, or their 
counſels and fecrets ? Such an one we ſhould fly, as 


| incapable of ſociety; and if we do not ſuſpect his ve- 


racity, at leaſt we muſt condemn his folly. True mo- 


deſty is the feverſe of all this; always humble, and 
therefore always reſerved; always ſelf-diffident, and 
therefore always cautious; ever knowing that the 


tongue is en unruly evil, Jul ie deadly poiſon, and there · 


fore 
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66 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
fore keeping it in as with a bridle, and ſetting a watch 


' over his lips that he fin not. 


11. Laſtly, One properly qualified for religious ſo- 
ciety, mult not only ſtudy every grace and excellency 
of Chriſtianity, and endeavour to grow in every vir- 
tue, but ought alſo uniformly to exerciſe thefe by a 
practice and converſation, becoming the goſpel ; that 


| is, by a regular diſcharge of all the duties of devotion, 


whether in public, in family, or in ſecret; and by 4 


| careful performance of all the relative duties he is 
bound to, whether as a father, a huſband, a child, a 


relation, a ſervant or neighbour, c. A man muſt ap- 
pear in a very ridiculous light, who. pretends to be 
qualified as member of a ſelect ſociety, yet knows not 


1 how to act in the general ſociety of which all mankind 


are members; and yet more unaccountable, if, while 
he dogs not act a proper part in family ſociety, he 
ſhould yet think himfelf qualified to join a choſen num- 


ber. whoſe work is ſo important, and their engagements 


ſo intimate and tender. . But would we approve our- 
ſelves as children of God, blameleſs and harmleſs, with- 
out rebuke; would we ſhine as lights in a dark place, 
then whatever our ſtation be, whatever our calling, 
whatever our relations be, to theſe we muſt with dili- 
gence and faithſulneſs attend, as theſe who are not 
flothful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord. Without this, our profeſſion muſt be ridicul- 
ed, and the way of God evil ſpoken of through our 


Every body will think, that ſuch a character as ! 
have deſcribed by. the above advices, is indeed love- 
ly, and that a ſociety made up of ſuch, would at 
once be ufeſul and agreeable; bur I will be aſked, 
Where are ſuch. companions to be had? If none but 


_ perſons who attain to theſe excellencies are to be mem 


bers of ſociety meetings, it is the ſame thing as if they 
were abſolutely prohibited-----In anſwer to this objec- 
tion, let it be confidered, 1/4, That I am far from aſ- 
ſerting that perfection in all thoſe accompliſhments and 

attainments 
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|F Though ſociety meetings are really calculated for 
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attainmepts is to, be required in thoſe we chooſe as our # 


friends; for if ſo, we muſt go out of the world ere 
we find one: all J aſſert is, that one qualified for reli- 
gious ſocioty muſt with ſincerity and ardour make theſe 
Chriſtian excellencies his aim, his ſtudy and endeavour. 
2dly. That one who is a ſtranger to theſe virtues is 
indeed incapable. of acting a proper part in any ſociety. 
in life, whether ſacred or civil; that theſe are the things 
which qualify us for every ſocial engagement which we 
can reaſonably enter into, and are peculiarly requiſite in 
all engagements of a religious kind. 3dly, That ſociety 
meetings do in their nature ſuppoſe their members weak, 
frail and corrupt creatures, and one grand deſign of 
their meetings is to form and improve one another in 
all theſe endowments and difpalitions which may ren- 


der them uſeful and agreeable to each other, and may 
qualify them for acting well in every capacity, whether 


as men or as Chriſtians. From all which we may con- 
clude, that if we ourſelves are honeſtly ſtudying theſe 
attainments, if we make it our buſineſs ta improve in 
them, we will certainly find ſuch an exerciſe prove an 
effectual attractive, engaging the affections of all who 
are of a like temper, and have the ſame attainments in 
view: and in like manner, where we find perſons pro- 
feſſing a deſire and endeavour after the virtues and ex- 
cellenciesof Chriſtianity, we arein the judgment of cha- 
rity to regard ſuch as brethren, to receive ſuch into our 
intimacy, and treat them as friends and companions, 
while we find nothing which may give reaſon to judge 
that their profeſſion has been inſincere. Nor muſt we 


think ourſelves abſoived from the obligations of friend- 


ſhip, even though we diſcover various weakneſſes, and 


| even frequent failings in ſmaller matters, ſo long as we 


can in charity think our companion fincere in his pro- 
feſſion; on the contrary, we ought to mind the apoſto- 
lic precept, 2 Theſſ. v. 14. Comfort the feeble minded, and 


forming and improving the endowments and diſpoſiti- 
+ a | ons 
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ons which become Chriſtians, yet we oft come to loſe the 


end by miſapplying the means; and breaches in charity, 
humility, moderation, &-. are often complained of from 
theſe very ſocieties which are deſigned to cultivate and 
improve theſe excellencies. It is therefore neceſſary 
to condeſcend in as particular a manner as may be, on 
fuch rules as may molt effectually prevent the evils com- 
plained of, and may direct to the uſeful and valuable 
purpoſes of ſuch ſocieties. This leads me, | 
- Secondly, To mention ſuch rules as relate to the er- 
erciſe of religious companions in their fellowſhip meet. 
ings. Every ſociety has an undoubted right to pre- 


' ſcribe rules to their own members: and I would not be 
_ underſtood as precluding any of that privilege by hlam. 


ing, far leſs condemning thoſe who ſhould farm to them- 
ſelves rules different from thoſe I offer, or perhaps in 
fome inſtances of leſs moment, even contrary to them: 


but whatever rules are agreed on by the ſociety, I would 


adviſe, that a fair copy of them ſhould be wrote out: 
that every member' ſhould promiſe obedience to them, 
or ſubſcribe them, as the ſociety fhall appoint; that they 
thould be read over in meeting at ſtated times, and up- 
on the admiſſion of every new member: and that they 
ſhould ever lie by the meeting, to be referred to as cir- 
eumftances require.-----As I apprehend that the follow- 
ing rules, if duly attended to, would prevent moſt of the 
evils complained of or feared, and at the ſame time help 


to attain the real purpoſes of fociety meetings, 1 ſhal 


therefore give them in the form, in which T would ad- 


viſe members to ſubſcribe or promiſe obedience to them; 


only I ſhall add ſome explications, to ſhow the na 
ture or neceſſity of ſome of them. I humbly propoſe 
that the regulations for ſociety meetings might be ſtat 


ea as follows. 


et That the valuable and important ends of religious 
6 fellowſhip may be more effectually obtained, 
re we under- ſubſcribers having formed ourſelves 
et into a ſociety meeting, do unanimouſly oblige 
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& ourſelves to the ſtrict obſervation of the fol- 
« lowing rules; and, through divine grace, we 
<« reſolve on the diſcharge of the following du- 
5 ties. 5 | 


I. That we ſhall meet together, weekly, on ſuch 
© days, and at ſuch houſes, as the ſociety ſhall fix on, 
< and ſhall not abſent ourſelves from theſe meetings 
« without neceſſary cauſe, of which our fellows ſhall 
„judge the relevancy, and appoint the cenſure.” 


It has often happened, that after perſons have form- 


:d themſelves into ſuch ſocieties, without regarding 
their attendance as a matter of duty, that every one 
thinks every trivial buſinets which comes in his way 
a ſufficient 'reaſon for his abſence; and thus ſuch ſo- 
cieties have in a little time dwindled altogether away. 
Every member ſhould therefore regard his attendance, 
not as a matter of indifference, but of importance and 
conſcience, and not to be diſpenſed with, unleſs where 


duties or events of greater importance, or at leaſt of 


more preſſing neceſſity intervene. To this we are ob- 
liged, Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us conſider one another to 
provoke unto love, and to good works, not forſaking the 
ſembling of eurſelves together, as the manner of fame is, 
but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee 
the day approaching. ES Se 
IT. “ In our meetings we ſhall carefully ſhun all 


idle and trifling converſation: we ſhall, as com- 


„ manded, Tit. ii. 9.-------- Fvoid fooliſh queſtions and 
** gencalogizs, and contentions and ftrivings about "the 
* law ; for they are unprefitable and vain.” We ſhall 
ag required, 1 Tim. iv. 7. Refuſe profane and old 
__ fables and exerciſe ourſelves rather unto godli- 
Neſs. : - | 

III. © One of our number ſhall always open the 
„meeting, by ſinging a part of a Pſalm, reading a 
„ portion of the fcriptures, and praying; which du- 


ties and others proper to the meeting, we all en- 


; “gage 
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“gage to perform in our ſeveral turns, without reluc. 
 tance'or backwardnefs. = ooo Goo 

IV. © In prayer, every one ſhall be confined to the 
«« proper work; that is, not praying as if one was preach. 
ing, nor introducing unneceſſary, injurious, or uncha- 
6 ritable reflections on public matters, or on the conduct 
„Land character of perſons who are not of our ſociety; 
« but we ſhall confine ourſelves to invocation, adora- 


tion, confeſhon, petition, and thankſgiving.” ----The 


neglect of this rule will be attended with many dread- 

ful conſequences, condeſcended on under rules 11th and 

12th | | 
V. 


« Beſides theſe matters of petition, which imme. 


& diately relate to ourſelves, whether as a ſociety or 


ce as ſingulars, we ſhall, through grace, wreſtle with 
God for days of refreſhing, and for reviving his own 
« work in the midſt of the years: we ſhall endeavour 
« to plead with God, that he would give his miniſters 
e a double portion of his ſpirit; that he would ſtrength- 


| © en what he has wrought for any corner of his vine- 
© yard, or for any wha have felt his convincing power, 


«© and would make converſion work to become even u- 
« niverſal; and we ſhall ſtudy to have in particular re- 
«© membrance the intereſt of religion in the congrega- 
c tions whereof we are members, and the earthen veſ- 
ce ſel among us to which the great and ſacred treaſure 
« is committed.” ----Ifa. Ix1i. 6, 7.---Ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not filence, and give him no reſi 


Fill he eftabliſh and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 


earth 


VI. „As prayer and praiſe are eſſential parts of the 


cc exerciſe of religious ſocieties, we ſhall therefore take 


ce care that the time of our meetings be as equally di- 
© vided betwixt theſe and Chriſtian conference as may 
« be, or ſn that the one may not preclude the o- 


«© ther.” | 
VII. The perſon who firſt officiates in the above- 


ce named duties, ſhall, in opening our conference, aſk 


= firſt, Whether any of our members have any queſ- 
| tion 
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eluc. s tion to. propoſe. about which their ſouls have been, 
| « or are ſpecially exerciſed ? Or if there be any thing 
o the W © in the ſtate of their mind about which they want 
ach- the opinion or advice of the meeting? If none of- 
cha- „ fer, he ſhall next enquire, Whether any thing has 
duct e caſt up to any of the members in the courſe of their 
iety; MW © experiences, or of God's providence toward them, 
lora- „ which may be either edifying, confirming, or com- 


The .“ forting, or which may afford matter for praiſe, or 


read. WW © may require our mutual ſympathy in prayer? If 
and “ nothing of this nature offer, he ſhall next enquire, 
elf any of the ſociety have any queſtion or oaſe to 
« propoſe, about which they deſire to have the judg- 
« ment of the meeting ?”'---- -After mentioning this 
rule, I think it neceſſary to add ſomewhat more par- 
ticularly relating to this part of the exerciſe of ſociety 
meetings.---------A. great many miniſters and judicious 
Chriſtians have declared themſelves againſt this prac- 
tice of communicating experiences, as a thing which 
tends to nouriſh ſpiritual pride in ſome, tempts others 
to hypocriſy and affectation, diſcourages Chriſtians of 


leads to enthufiaſm.—------But I apprehend, that thoſe 
conſequences proceed rather from the manner in which 
experiences. are. communicated in ſome ſocieties, ihan 
from the practice itſelf: For, Firft, Some experien- 
ces are in themſelves confirming evidences of the truth 
of Chriſtianity in general, and of practical godlineſs 
in particular; ſuch as remarkable returns of prayer, 
ſignal deliverances from temptations, afflictions, or 
the WU dangers of any kind, ſpecial benefits obtained in the 
take WW uſe of ordinances, &c. To communicate experiences 
di - of theſe kinds to our Chriſtian intimates, muſt be al- 
may lowed to be highly reaſonable and proper, if we 
2 0- would not condemn the opinion and practice, of the 
| inſpired Pſalmiſt, who, Pfal. Ixvi. 16. calls all who 
ove- fear God to come and hear him declare wirat God 
aſk had done for his ſoul. Secondly, Some experiences, 
vel- ſpecially ſome which relate to his moſt inmoſt exer- 
tion © - = ns 


leſſer abilities and lower attainments, and in general 
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732 An Inquiry into the Nature, &c. 
cifes are of ſuch a kind as give him gredt anxiety, 


yet leave him very much in the dark what to think of 


them, or how to be exerciſed under them. Nay, there 
is no doubt but ſometimes the moſt knowing and 
molt. experienced Chriitians may be under influences 
really enthuſiaſtic or deluſive. (Vide Pſal. lxxvii. 6, 
----:-10.) To mention thoſe or l. ke ſecrets of one's 
heart in open meetings, is no doubt highly imprudentz 
as what expoſes to & cenſure of ſome; and ta the 
indiſcretion of others, who perhaps may make a very 


* 


bad uſe of what is caommunicated to them: or, to 


require every member in their turns, to, communi. 
cate what they have felt or known of the ſame or like 
nature, is certainly altogether unreaſonable, and does 
indeed introduce all the evils apprehended or complain. 
ed of: but if, inſtead of theſe irregular ways, it be 
left to every one's ſelf to propoſe whatever he wantz 
the opinion of the ſcciety about as a poſlible cafe, by 
alking what advice they would give in ſuch a caſe, and 
at the fame time to leave it to the members to ſpeak 
on the ſubject, or be ſilent as each inclines: ſuch 2 
method would effectually prevent all the evils com- 
plained of or feared.------- ------To all this I muſt add, 
Thirdly, That if this method is not allowed ſome of 
the moſt important purpoſes of religious fellawſhip 
muſt be loſt. Can we comfort the feeble minded, and 
ſupport the weak ? Can we edify and provoke one 
another to love and to good works? Can we aſſiſt 
and ſtrengthen one another againſt the failings, mil: 


takes and errors we are naturally liable to? Or can 
ve encourage one another in the ways of religion, and 


yet be utterly unacquainted with the ſlate of each other 
ſouls, or denied the privilege and opportunity of ſup» 
poſing ſuch caſes, and aſking ſuch queſtions as may give 
ſome inſinuation of the ſtate of our minds, or at leak 
may procure the advice and opinion of our brethren 2. 


nent theſe? | 


VIII. Theſe queſlions about which any ment 
& hers of the ſociety have been or are —_ 1 
i uc 
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ety, „ ſuch. queſtions as any member deſires, the meeting 

k of © may give their opinion or advice in, ſhall be firſt 
here MW © taken under cod but if any perſon ſhall . 
and WW © under this pretence, introduce any queſtion, either 
neces WF © trifling, or matter of mere curioſity, or engendering 

i. 6. & ſtrife, or of doubtful diſputation, ſuch queſtions 
ne's WW © ſhall be rejected, and the perſon who propoſed 
lent “ ſuch, ſhall be ſubject to the cenſure of the meet- 


the e ing.“ | 


IX. If no ſuch queſtions (as theſe directed to) 


very 
' to © ſhall offer, or after they have been diſcuſſed, then 
unt. “ the perſon who laſt officiated in worſhip, ſhall pro- 


lite Bi © poſe ſome uſeful and edifying queſtion relating to 


doe if © the ſubſtantials of religion or practical godlineſs, to 
lain. © which all the members preſent ſball give ſuch an- 
t be „ ſwers as occur to them in their ſeveral turns; and 
ants WF © this with all poſſible brevity and diſtinctneſs, with- 
„ by W © out repeating what others have ſaid, but aflenting 


and W « to it, or adding to it, or objecting againſt it in the 


peak Wl © ſpirit of meekneſs.”------------What is directed to in 
ch 2 this rule ſeems to be the moſt proper exerciſe during 
rom. the intervals of worſhip, where the members are well 
add, WF acquainted with the truths and principles of Chriſti- 
e OB anity: but, as one great purpoſe of ſociety meetings is 
hip I improvement in knowledge, I therefore adviſe, that 
, and WW where the members have not attained to a clear and 


one diſtinct knowledge of the doctrines of our holy faith, 
that at leaſt ſome ſhare of the time propoſed for con- 


mil- ¶ verſation ſhould be employed in order to attain this 
can important purpoſe : and, for this end, I propoſe, that 
„and every meeting ſhould be provided with Mr. Vincent's 
then or Mr. Williſon's explications of the Shorter Cate: 
ſup: chiſm; that one of the members ſhould aſk one of 
Gn the explicatory queſtions, but without reading the 

ea 


anſwer in the book, until all the members have given 


in the book, and compare it with the anſwers given 
by the members; and thus in courſe, one aſking 
hile all the reſt of the ſociety give their opinions. 
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This method I have in frequent inſtances known. ſur- 
prizingly effeCtual in promoting knowledge; it is even 
more beneficial than if every member ſhould in pri- 
vate get the whole book by heart; for, though by 
this method they have not theſe queſtic ns and anſwers 
by rote, yet by it they come to underſtand them more 
3 to retain them better, and to be more affected by 
them. 3 = 

X. No queſtion ſhall in any caſe be admitted as a 
t topic of our converſation, which implies in it a dar- 


« jng or orercurious prying into the myſteries of reve- 


lation, ſuch as the doctrines of the Trinity, of the in- 
* carnation of our Lord, the decrees of God, c. of 
< theſe paſſages of ſcripture which are more myſterious 
© and hard to be underſtood, knowing that no proph- 
&« cy of the ſcriptures is of private interpretation, 2 Pet, 
© 1. 20. And that in the ſcriptures there are /on: 
ce things hard 19 be underſtood, which they that are in. 
« learnedandunſiablewreſt---unts their own deſtruction, 
2 Pet. ut. 16 | 3 2 

XI.“ We ſhall with the utmoſt care keep at 


© diſtance from every ſubject of converſation, which 


, 1s matter of doubtful diſputation, about which the 
« ſcriptures are not expreſs, or about which miniſters 
&« and Chriſtians in all ages have differed; in a word, 
« all matters of controveſy, whether the controver- 


“ ſies of the day or of paſt ages, however public they 


« be, or however important they may ſeem ; le 
« fwerving from charity, ue turn aſide unto vain jang: 
« lings, deſering to be teachers of the law, yet under- 
« ſtanding neither what we ſay, nor whereef we affirm,” 
1 Tim. i. 6, 7. 8 

XII “ We ſhall in like manner carefully ſhun all 
« converſation on ſuch matters, as the members of the 
« ſociety have no immediate concern with. Such as, 
*« the public adminiſtration in church and ſtate, the 
& conduct and practice of miniſters, whether in theit 


« public or private capacities, the character and beha- 


& yiour of all perſons whatſoever, who are not 2 
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« of our meeting, and in general, every thing which 
« may produce heat and diſputing, or may prevent 
« the real purpoſes of our meeting. The two 
laſt named rules will perhaps be thought by ſome, to be 
by far too rigid. But it muſt, be obſerved, that the 
neglect of*theſe rules has in reality occaſioned all the 
evils which have been compiiined of from ſociety 
meetings, and will readily produte all the ills that are 
feared from them; and this the rather, that theſe a- 
bove named ſubjects of converſation, by being the 
common topics in promiſcuous companies, do more 
readily become the ſubjects of debate in ſociety meet- 
ings. But wherever they find admittance, they never 
fail of introducing troubleſome, yea ruinſome conſe- 
quences. 

ſuch meetings; blind zeal, contention and wrath, con- 
ſtantly attend them, and at once ſubvert the purpoſes 
of fellowſhip meetings, and even render them ſemina- 
ries of diſcord and ſchiſm in the country where they 
reſide Notwithſtanding all this, I am ſenſible ſome 
objections will be made againſt thefe regulations, and 
ſomething plauſible wiil perhaps be offered, if not to 
over rule, at leaſt to elude them. As /, Some per- 
haps will aſk, Are there not ſome controverſies im- 
portant and intereſting in themſelves, or which appear 
ſo to a ſerious Chriſtian, as lays him under a neceſſity 
in point of conſcience to be fatisfied in theſe matters? 


And to whom can he ſo properly apply, as to his re- 4 


ligious intimates? But I would have the objector to 
obſerve, that if our doubts and difficulties relate to 


the eſſentials of religion, on which our faith and prac- 


tice muſt turn, we have the ſcriptures, we have our 
ſtandards, and we have our miniſters to whom we 
may apply, and from whom we may reafonably expect 
a ſolid and: ſatisfying ſolution ; but to carry ſuch dif- 


Putes among a number'of' unlearned men who have 


never been converſant. in controverſies, is an infallible 


method of perplexing them. and ourſelves, and inſtead 


of removing one doubt, will rather. raiſe, a thouſand. 
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If on the other hand, it is a controverſy about which 


the ſcriptures are not expreſs, and in which miniſter; 
differ in their opinion, the danger of canvaſſing ſuch 
in our meetings appears {till to be the greater. To 
be ſilent on ſuch dubious matters cannot be Joſs, to 
broach them in our ſocieties may prove irreparable 
ruin. 2dly, Some will probably aſk, Whether are 
not members of fellowſhip meetings bound to take 


all poſſible methods, for obtaining a general reforma- 


tion of manners? And muſt it not therefore be pro- 
per for them, to ſearch out iniquity, and confult to- 
gether on the proper methods for putting a ſtop to it! 
To this I anſwer, that no doubt, every Chriſtian is 
bound to make reformation of manners bis endeayour, 


and to take all proper methods for that noble purpoſe. 


But for a ſociety meeting to ſet up for cenſors on the 


conduct and manners of perſons, who are not mem- 


bers of the ſociety, is both dan; erous in itſelf, and in- 

| ble fellowſhip. Their 
endeavours after public reformation muſt be confined 
to their prayers and good example ; whatever influ- 
ence or opportunity any particular member may have 
in his private capacity for reclaiming particular offend- 
ers, that they are bound to uſe with all poſſible zeal and 
activity; but that they ought by no means to bring 
the caſe, their views, their endeavours, or even their 
ſucceſs this way to be canvaſſed in their meetings. If 


— 


otherways, the reformation of others will cut out the 


more important :ubjects, on which their own perſon- 
al improvement in grace and virtue depends, and 
will at the ſame time render the whole fraternity con- 
temptible and odious to all around them. What is 
here ſaid, can no ways be conſidered as condemning 
theſe ſocieties which conſiſt of perſons duly qualified 
and authoriſed, for attempting a reformation of man- 
ners; becauſe this ſort of ſocieties differ widely in the 
deſign, and therefore in the manner of their aſſociati- 


ons, from theſe I ſpeak to. 3dly, Some will perhaps 
object, that ſome of theſe ſubjects repreſented as un- 
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ſuitable, and to be prohibited as matters of converfa- 
tion in religious ſocieties, may in ſome caſes become 


matters of conſcience. May not ſuch ſteps, ſay they, 
be taken by church judicatories, as are matters of - 


humiliation before God? May not a perſon be under 
miſtakes, and need reformation in ſuch caſes ? And 
to whom can he more 66% vc 4 apply in ſuch events, 

ites? I anſwer, that as we 
have many and more effectual means of procuring in- 
formation in theſe matters, it muſt be both improper 


and dangerous, to bring the conduct of judicatories 


before a ſociety meeting. Whatever our own private 
opinions be of theſe matters, it is quite inconſiſtent 
with the nature and purpoſes of religious fellowſhip, 
to bring our Mother church to the bar, and preſume 
to cenſure the conduct of a body of men, of whoſe 
grace-and prudence we ought to think at leaſt with 
charity and modeſty. And the danger 1s evident, 
when perſons come to make their own judgement the 


ſtandard, to which the whole church muſt conform, 


or be cenſured as enemies to God, ſeperated from as 
unclean ; it is impoſſible to know to what extremities 
they muſt carry things. When zeal is not regulated 
by knowledge, error, ſchiſm, unchriſtian reſcntments, 


and all the dreadful] plagues of _ ſoon creep in 


under that ſpecious veil.------------In fact, we have too 
may? inſtances which our own memories can record, 


- where private ſocieties by miſtaking or miſconſtructing 


the proceedings of judicatories, have wofully injur- 


ed the intereſts of religion, and broken the peace 


of congregations. The only part therefore which 
ſuch ſocieties as we ſpeak of ought to act with regard 
to public matters, is that of prayer -to God, for the 
ſpecial direction of his Holy Spirit, to thoſe who have 
the adminiſtration in their hands. If more is admit 
ted, it is to be feared the deſign of their meetings 
will be loft, and ſuch. a ſociety eren prove a curſe to 
the place where they live.. A 4th Objection will 
probably be made againſt theſe rules, viz. 2 

; erg 


78 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 

ſters may act ſuch a part, as may render our com- 
munion with them unwarrantable, and that in ſuch 
a caſe we ought. to apply to our Chriſtian brethren 
for advice. To this 1 anſwer, that this way of do- 
ing, is a .moſt effeCtual tool in Satan's hand, for 
cooling that affection we ought to bear to thoſe 
who labour in word and doctrine among us, but is 
abſolutely contrary to the method the ſcripture direct 
to in ſuch caſes, Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. Four brother 
offend us, far more requiſite if it is our miniſter, Arft 
tell it between him and thee, If he ſatisfies us about 
what we blamed or ſuſpected in his conduct, what a 
dreadful iniquity do we eſcape, which we muſt have 
committed, had we communicated our reflections to 
any perſon or ſociety whatever ? or if our modeſt re- 


_ preſentation makes him act another, and a better part, 


what a noble end have we gained without giving that 
offence which - muſt attend the communicating our 
complaint to others? If this has not the wiſhed for 


effect, we are next commanded to take one or two 


with us before whom we are to make our complaint, 


If we ſtill fail of ſucceſs, we are then, and not till 
then, to tell it to the elders of the church, (viz. the 


Preſbytery,) and if that authority does pot prevail 
with him, Let him then be unto us as a heathen man 
and a publican.------On the. whole, we can be at no loſs 
by abſtaining from ſuch dangerous or criminal . topics 


of converſation. Chriſtianity is an inexhauſtible fund, 


and abounds in the molt agreeable. and edifying ſub- 
jets; the ſtudy of the ſcriptures will ever afford ui 
both new and uſeful matter of conference, As a ſpe- 
cimen of the many noble queſtions the ſacred oracles 
ſuggeſt, and as a help to ſuch ſocieties when but form- 
ing, or when the members cannot afford variety for 
themſelves, I ſhall ſubjoin as an appendix to this diſ- 
courſe, ſome queſtions from ſcripture texts, which | 
take to be proper ſ-bjeQs for the converſation in ſocte- 
ty meetings. | 8 
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XII. © If any queſtion or cafe be propoſed about 
« which the ſociety differ in their ſentiments, or in 
« which they cannot reſolve themſelves; the meeting 


« ſhall, in ſuch a caſe, appoint one of their number, 


« or more as they fee fit, who ſhall aſk the opi- 
nion of the miniſter of the pariſh. This, not only 
« |-2cauſe a ſatisfying anſwer may reaſonably be ex- 
« peed from ſuch; but alſo, as an acknowledging of 
« ſuch as are cver us in the Lord, and admoniſb us,” 
x THEM. Vo 13. | 

XIV. Every member ſhall both in prayer and con- 
« ference, ſtudy all clearneſs, plainneſs, brevis: and 
« {cripture-ſtite, as far as can be attainęd by us; and 
« ſhall carefully evite every word or expreſſion, which 
« we do not underſtand, even though ſuch be ſcriptur- 
« ap.” | 

XV. * No doubt their may be eſcapes in the ex- 
“ preſſions of members, both in prayer and in confe- 
« rence ; we ſhall therefore beware of judging raſnly, 
« or cenſuring each other haſtily. But if any mem- 
* ber ſhall uſe e, preſſions which are either unintelli- 
« gible, or favouring of error, or ſuch as any of the 
« meeting ſcruple to join in, he ſhall then be aſked to 
* explain ſuch, or in the ſpirit of meekneſs deſired to 
* forbear ſuch.” 5 

XVI.“ We ſhall carefully ſhun every thing ſavour- 


« ing of oſtentation or vain glory, not diminiſhing o- 


© thers, nor magnifying ourſelves, not aſſuming an 
«* ſuperiority to ourſelves, whatever our ſtation or abi- 
© littes are, not ſpeaking in a poſitive and dictatorial 
* manner, nor undervaluing what is ſaid by others 
% That no man think of himſelf more highly than he ought 
*. ts think, but think foberly, according as God hath dealt 
* to every man the meaſure of faith. Rom xii. 3. That 
te nothing be done threugh flrife or vain glory, but in lau- 
« lineſs of mind, let each eftcem others better that them- 

% ſetves.” Phil. ii. 3. | 
XVII. « In reaſoning upon any ſubject which-caſt 
up in our conſcꝛences, we ſhall each of us with care 
« and 


« and watchfulneſsendeavour to repreſs the vehemence 
ic and impetuoſity of his own ſpirit, that though like 
4 Elihu, Job xxxii 18. full of matter, and the ſpirit 
„ within us conſtraining us, yet we ſhall not preſume 
1% cc 
3 ourdye courſe, that all things may be done decently and 
in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 7 
I XVII. „ We ſhall ia like manner in all our reaſon. 
ct ings, guard with the utmolt caution againſt heat, anger, 
| © orcontention, and every expreflion, which either ſa- 
* vyoursoftheſe, orleadsrothem. We ſhall carefully avoid 
4 ſtiffnels or poſitiveneſs in our opinions, and ſharp or 
c yirulent expreſſions, or reflections on the ſentiments 
c of others who differ from us. We ſhall on the contrary 
« endeavour as commanded, Jam. 1. 18, 19. Be ſwift 
« tg hear, and flow to ſpeak, and ſlow-to wrath, for the 
« wrath of man, warketh not the righteouſneſs of God.” 
XIX. If at any time, heats or paſſions be like to 
« ariſe among the members, whatever be the ſubje of 
« debate, then he who laſt officiated in worſhip ſhall 
« interpoſe, by deſiring him whoſe turn it is, to pray. 
« And this ſhall be looked on by all parties as - drop- 


ce ter prayer it ſhall not be allowable to reſume the dif- 
« pute.“ „„ 5 f 

XX. „ We all reſolve through grace to ſtudy a con- 
« verſation in all things becoming the goſpel, and we 
« firmly reſoive, that no perſon of a ſcandalous charac- 
« ter, or of a lewd and diforderly deportment, or ofvi- 
tc cieus principles, or immoral practices, ſhall be admit- 
« ted as 3 member of our ſociety, whatever his ſtation 
« be, whatever his profeſſion, or how pregnant ſoever 
« his parts be,” 2 Cor. v. 11. 8 5 

XXI. In like manner we firmly reſolve to ſhun all 
« (diviſive and ſchiſmatic courſes, and every thing tend- 
« inꝑ to theſe, and ſhall in no caſe abett or encourage 
4 theſe, or the perſons who adhere to them, nor ſhall 
e Ve admit ſuch into ſocieties with us.”--Some people 
Will perhaps think this rule hard, or even 3 

| an 
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to interrupt others when ſpeaking, or to fpeak but in 


et ping of the queſtion, at leaſt for that meeting; for af. 
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and cruel. But I would have theſe perſons to obſerve, 
1/t, That. when people have ſeperated themſelves from 
the communion of the church, purely on account of 
ſome :controverted articles, it will be difhcult, not to 


ſay impoſſible, tv keep them from introducing theſe. 


points as topics of converſation in their ſociety meet- 
ings: What heats, contentions, and terrible conſe- 
quences may. ariſe from this, is too plain to need re- 
beating. And 2dly; That a diverſity of apinions a- 
mong the members of the ſociety, natively introduces 
different, yea inconſiſtent petitions in prayer, a conſe- 
quence.dreadfully ſhocking as well as hurtful. 
ally knew a fellowſhip meeting, one of whoſe mem- 
bers of late was a ſeceder, while the other members in 
prayer bleſſed God for any meaſures of grace and di- 
vine influences difplayed in ſome corners of his vines 
yard; and prayed that the good work might be eſtas 


bliſbed and might ſpread univerſally ; he on the con- 


trary mourned that God had given up the church of 
vcotland to a fpirit of deluſion, and prayed that God 
would put a ftop to the Work as being of Satanical in- 
fluence. Other inftances of the ſame kind have heard 
of; but as T believe moſt peoples experience affords 
melancholy inſtances of the ſhocking conſequences pro- 
ceeding from à diverſity of principles and views 
among the members ef the ſame ſociety, what is ſaid 
will be ſufficient to ſhow the neceſſity of this rule hows 

XXII. If any of our number be convicted of a fault 
* groſly ſcandalous, ſuch a perſon ſhall not preſume 
to claim their ſeat in our meeting; and the ſociety 
" ſhall formally declare ſuch a perfon to be no more 
a member. If the fault is not grofly ſcandalous, 
yet ſuch as give offence and may cauſe our way to 
be evil ſpoken of, then we ſhall endeavour, as thoſe 
who are ſpiritual, re reftore ſuch an-one in the ſpirit of 
23 cenſidering ourſelves left we alſo be tempted 
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XXIII “ For this purpoſe, the meeting ſhall firſt 
_ appoint one of their number privately to admoniſh 
tc the offending brother: If this has not the deſired 
ic. effect; if he takes not with the admonition or con- 
e tinues in his offenſive practice, the ſociety ſhall next 
« appoint one of their number to rebuke him in pre. 
6 ſence of the meeting, and if he acquieſces not in the 


vt 


+ © cenſure of the ſociety, let him then be expelled a; 


«© one who is deſtitute of a quiet and meek ſpirit.“ -In 
all that relates to cenſures and admonition, much is to 


be left to the judgment and diſcretion of ſocieties. It 


is evident that mutual admonition is one great and vn. 
lyable end of religious intimacies; but it is as certain, 
that many groſs abuſes have crept into ſociety under 
that ſpecious pretext. Under this pretence ſome cu- 
riouſly pry into their neighbours failings, or maliciouly 
entertain ſecret ſlanders and calumnious whiſpers ; and 
by ſuch methods they both vex and affront their bre- 
thren, directly oppoſite to the great rule of charity, 
which 7hinketh no evil, and covereth a multitude of ſin. 


A true friend chooſeth to draw a veil over the failing 


of his companions: he would even wiſh theſe to be 
unknown to himſelf, as well as concealed from the eye 
of the world. But when he knows them, he firſt en 
deavours with tenderneſs and love to admoniſn, in ot 
der to reclaim him; and if his own influence fails, the 
that of the ſociety, as of a number of intimate friend 
is to be .interpoſed. But ſtill their proceedings an 
cenſures ſhould be like theſe of brethren; that is, ½ 
preceded by an impartial, or rather, a friendly inquiry 
into the nature, manner, and circumſtances of tht 
fault: Whether it be an open ſcandal, or a ſecret folly! 
Whether attrocious in its nature, and fatal in its con 
ſequences? Whether committed through weaknel5 
or heat of paſſion, or if done deliberately ? Whether 


the perſon be habitually ſubject to that or to lik 
failings: or if the fault be only in a fingle inſtance; 


and whether there be not ſome circumſtances which 
diminiſh the offence ; To theſe enquiries we * 
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into conſolation; if otherways, we are to endeavour 
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add, 2dly, An inquiry into the character the. perſon 
formerly bore, and the ſenſe he now has of his fault. 
If he is indeed contrite, our cenſure is to be turned 


to bring him to a ſenſe. of his error, by reaſon and ar- 
gument. In all this, 3d/ly, We myſt take care that 
our reſentment at the fault, does not introduce a diſlike 
to the perſon, but that on the contrary, we ſtill main- 
tain that love and charity, -which is eſſential to Chri- 
ſtian friendſhip, which diſtinguiſhes betwixt a perſon 
and his faults; and which inſtead of rejoicing in the 
failings of our neighbour, makes us mourn for his ini- 
quities as for our own, and pity, and pray for him 
under his infirmities. Minds thus diſpoſed, will 47545, 


 Admoniſh and reprove in the ſpirit of meekneſs and 


charity, not with an haughty air, nor with an affect- 


ed ſuperiority; not with ſharp and angry words, rail- 


ing, or reviling, which commonly makes the offender 


hate the reproof, and him that gives it, and inſtead of 


reproving offences, produces bitterneſs and ſtrife, and 
with friendly ſympathy, and with words intimating that 
love, which ought to be at once the motive and director 


of every admonitian.----5t>ly, In all cenſures, we muſt 


have a tender regard to the credit, and character of our 
brother. While we heal a wound, we muſt take care 
that we leave nat a ſcar. - And while we endeavour to 


turn our brother from his follies, we muſt alſo beware 


that we leave not a ſtain on his character, if it can poſſi · 
bly be prevented. . 

XXIV. !« For encouraging ſuch brotherly cenſures 
and admopitions,.we all reſolve and promiſe through 
grace, to ſubmit ourſelves in love, and in the ſpirit 
te of mcekneſs, to the judgment, advice, and cenſure of 
<< theſociety, inallthingspertaining thereto, Pſal. cxli. 5. 
Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs, and let 
« him, reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent ail, which ſhall 
not break my head.“ 55 

XXV. . We ourſelves hereby do, and all who may 
® hereafter join us, ſhall 
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0 


voices ſhall determine, if, or not, the perſon ſhall be 


eſt engagements and promiſes, that we thall not in + 
ny caſe, directly or indirectly, divulge any thing which 


may any way be to the prejudice of the ſociety, or a- 


ny of the members of it; nay that we ſhall not even 
mention theſe things which are uſeful or agreeable, 
as coming from the meeting, unleſsit be by the appoint- 


ment of the meeting, or with theW allowance; nor 
ſhall we even then, condeſcend on perſons, br theit 


particular opinions. Whoever tranſgreſſeth thi; 


rule, ſhall for the firſt fault be ſharply rebuked, by 


one appointed by the meeting for this purpoſe, and 


in caſe of a ſecond fault, ſhall be expelled our ſocie- 


' XXVI. © No perſon ſhall be urged to join our meet. 


ing, nor ſhall any perſon be invited, without the u- 
nanimous conſent. of all the members. And at the 


 admiſſon of every member, the rules of the ſociety 


ſhall be read to them, to which they ſhall promiſe o- 
bedience, or ſhall ſubſcribe them, as the ſociety ſhall 


bopaint.” - 


XXVII.“ Any perſons who inclineto join our meet- 


ing, ſhall firſt defire one of our number to propoſe 
this to the ſociety, where, after due deliberation, the 
queſtion ſhall be put to the vote, and the majority of 


admitted. No perſon ſhall preſume to bring any one 


along with him, until after the mind of the ſociety 
is thus known.“ „ ˙ CDS. 
XVIII. “ But that Chriſtian 
more acceſſible, and our ſociety more generally uſeful, 


fellowſhip may be 


if any perſon deſire to join with us who is otherways 


qualified, but baſhful, and loath to fpeak or pray be- 


fore company through over modeſty, the ſociety ſhall 


as they ſee proper, allow ſuch an one to he preſent 


for five, at moſt fix times of meeting, without defir- 


ing him to officiate, yet fo, as he ſhall be bound to all 
the other rules of the ſociety.” T“ oy 


XXIX. © If any difference or quarrel ſhall at any 
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of Religious FeHowſhip.' 85 
« take the moſt prudent, and moſt effectual methods 
« we can, in order to reconcile them, by enquiring in- 
to the grounds of their difpute, hearing the parties, 
e and giving ſuch advice and admonition, as may re- 
move the difference, ang reconcile the parties to each 
« other; according to the apoſtle's command,” 1 Cor. 
vi. 1.8. 7 | a : 
XXX. © If any of the contending parties ſhall re- 
« fuſe to be reconciled to his brother, if he diicovers 
& any ill will to him, or be known to entertain anger, 
« malice, ſpite, or ſentiments of revenge againſt any 
&« perſon' whatever, ſugh an one ſhall be looked on as 
« a ſpot in our feaſts of charity, and ſhall not be al- 
« lowed to join with us, until he acknowledge his fault, 
“ and ſhow that he is comes to a better temper of 
mind.” e, , 111 
XXXI. “ We ſhall take all poſſible care to prevent 
« diforder and confuſion, and every thing which may 


** 


* members ſhould introduce theſe, if our ſociety grow 
numerous, we ſhall, as circumſtances require, form 
« ourſelves into two ſepetate ſocieties, by common 
* conſent. And to prevent any diſputes which may 


« ariſe in doing this, we ſhall either allow the mem 


bers at whole houſes the reſpective ſocieties are to 
« meet, to make their alternate choices of all the 
« members, or we ſhall divide the bounds in which 
our members reſide, and claſs theſe together who 
* live in neareſt neighbourhood.”----If but two or three 
are met together, they have the promiſe of our Lord's 


preſence and bleſſing, and perhaps ſuch companions. 


do enjoy each other in the moſt intimate and particu- 
lar manner when their number is ſmall; five has been 
generally thought a convenient number for maintain- 
ing or animating a converſation, and I ſhould think ten 
— moſt that a fellowſhip meeting ſhould conſiſt 
F „„ 

XXII“ Our dividing our mecting {hall make 


5 3 * . U 
no Alteration in our religious friendſhips; we ſhall - 


% through 


* occaſion theſe; and left a too great number of 
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* through grace, endeavour to retain the ſame affec. X. 

« tion and ſympathy, and to diſcharge the fame 4 fie 

40 brotherly duties to each other as ever. And as a * 

«© help to Soy we ſhall keep a regular correſpondence exe 

„ with each other, (and with any other ſociety meet- «. I's 

* ing in our neighbourhoad, if they ſhall agree to it) WW X 
by appointing one or two of our number to join theſe 4 65 
meetings by turns, that thus, knowing each, others « hl, 
condition, we may ſympathize with, and pray for one « or 

« another. And that if any thing occur, in which the « ſh; 

« advice, or conſent of the ſeveral ſocieties is requiſite, « fe; 

« or any thing which may prove edifying or inſtructing, « Fa 

« it may be communicated t to r Jogiety by ſuch cor- 7 

© reſpondents.” « tal 
XXIII. With the conſentoftheſe other meetings « me 

© with whom correſpondence is kept, general meetings « ag 

„ may be appointed as circumſtances require, and by « A, 
. theſe, days may be ſet apart for prayer and faſting, but MW « if 
' © theſe only for the members of the ſeveral ſocieties, iſ I 
« and that only, when ſome peculiar providences! re- «, th. 

„„ I”. « pr 
XXXIV. © If any Chriſtians in our neighbourhood 6 T 
e incline to form themſelves into a fellowſhip meeting « fu. 
V and deſire our advice or aſſiſtance; or, if any ſoci- « jed 
'| * eties of the younger ſort, whoſe youth, or want of « ſh 
„ knowledge and experience expoſes them to the « cen 
„ danger of miſmanagements, be near us, we ſhall « ing 
5 56 chearfully give them all the help we Can, by ap- « ny 
pointing one or more of our number to join them, 4 
 *<E keeping correſpondence with them, or otherwiſe To 
El, « aiding them, as providence gives opportunity or abi- « the 
I cc lity.“ 1 in 
A XXXV. © "Though it is highly proper, that women, „ in 
0 ag well as men, ſhould form themſelves into ſuch re- 1 10 
0 ligious engagements; yet decency, order, and the « by 
| © difproportion betwixt the ſtronger and weaker. vellcls « thi 
4 make us reſolve, that our meeting ſhall in no caſe be « the 
6« promiſcuous.” „ | «© re 
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XXXVI. © If, upon a Sabbath day, the congrega- 
tion 1s: vacant, ſuch members as are not from home 
at public worſhip ſhall meet together for ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes; and this beſides the uſual meetings on week 
, a or S155 th | LS 
XXXVII. We ſhall attend the meetings of our ſo- 
ciety in the moſt cautious and leaſt noiſy way poſſi- 
ble. We ſhall ſhun all oftentation in coming to them 
or going from them; and ſhall not boaſt of our fellow- 
ſhip and profeſhon, that thus our meetings may re- 
ſemble the exerciſes of the cloſet, known only to our 
Father in heaven: 3-3: hes 


XXXVIII. © That our rules may more effectually 


take place, we ſhall cauſe them to be read over in our 
meeting once each month (at leaſt once each quarter) 
as alſo at every time when any member is admitted. 
And every member ſhall be allowed copies of them, 
if they deſire it.“ Wee, | PE TA 57 
XXXIX. “ For this purpoſe alſo it is judged proper, 
that the perſon who laſt officiated in worſhip ſhould 
preſide in our converfation in the intervals; that is, 


That he ſhould ſtate the queſtions propoſed; ſhould 


ſum up the ſentiments of the meeting upon any ſub- 13 


je, after every one has given his opinion of it; 


ſhould call the votesof the ſociety ; ſhould pronounce | 


cenſures; ſhould interpoſe to prevent too much ſpeak- 
ing or repetitions, and to repreſs heat or paſſion in a- 


ny of the members; ſhould aſk queſtions from ſuch 


books as the ſociety chuſes, and after the members 
have given their opinions, ſhould compare them with 
the anſwers in the book; and, in a word, ſhould act 


in the name, and as the mouth of the whole ſociety, + 
in all matters which may caſt up during the intervals 
foreſaid. In all theſe things he ſhall be ſubmitted to 
by all the members in the ſpirit of meekneſs; but 
this his office ſhall ſubſiſt no longer than until ano-— 
2 go prayed, who ſhall then efficiate as above di- 
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XI.. Finally, « We having formed ourſelves into 
« a fociety for prayer and ſpiritual conference, and 
de having unanimouſly agreed upon the above rules; 
« we do, through divine grace, promiſe and reſolve to 
© obey them, and ſubject ourſelves' to them in all 
« points, and oblige ovrielves, that we ſhall in ho caſe 


ec infringe them, or diſpenſe with any one of them, ut: | 


©. Jeſs. the whole of our members, and. the ſocieties 
© with which we correſpond, and the miniſter of the 


© pariih in which we reſide, ſhall. adviſe or: conſent. 


% thereto:”-+--------+----- This rule will perhaps appear 
too rigid at firſt view, but it muſt be conſidered, that it 
ſocieties do not pay a ſtrict regard to their. rules, it 


will be impoſſible to prevent tlie bad confequences com- 
plained of or feared, and as impoſſible to procure the 


valuable purpoſes intended by them. And if this rule 
is not regarded, ſocieties will ſoon make havoc of all their 
regulations; and the diſpenſing with one rule will 
become a precedent for diſpenſing with any or all of 


them. | 


Thus I have laid down the rules by which 1 hum- 


bly propoſe religious companions ſhould act in theit 
fellowſhip meetings. It is probable that many perſons 
of knowledge and experience will think ſome of theſe 
rules unneceſſary or even trifling : and, indeed it is 
true, that ſome of them will be of very little uſe to 
ſocieties of long flanding, or whoſe members have 
attained to rea] prudence; but, it muſt: be remembred 
I write this for the benefit of perſons who have not at- 
rained fo much, and of thoſe. who are but forming 
themſelves into ſuch ſocieties; and for ſuch, I am per- 
ſuades, they will all appear reaſonable, if not neceſſa- 
TV. ey I'®: ' * . i ey 1 "Ry i 2 


But the ſupport of religious ſocieties does not de- 


pend on the character of the members, and their con- 
duct in their meetings only; it is further requiſite, 
that they act ſuch a part to each other in civil life, as 
may cement their friendſhips, and may increaſe their 
95 0 | mutual 
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mutual good will to each other. 
third thing I propoſed, vzz. = 
III. To offer ſome advices to members of religious ſo- 
cieties, relating to their conduct towards each other in 
the commerce of the world. ” 6 

As fellowſhip of this kind ought to be founded on 


eſteem and affection, as theſe engagements imply the 


mo{l ſacred intimacies, ſo the moſt fincere and tho- 


| rough friendſhip is neceſſary to ſupport them. And 


therefore. 

1. Members of religious ſocieties ought as brethren 
to bear with one anothers inſirmities and frequent 
failings. When we examine our own hearts, alas! 
what a vaſt number of wrongs and wants appear? We 


may ſay in the ſtile of the Pſalmiſt, /nnumerable evils- 


canpaſs me about, Pſal. xl. 12. And if each of theſe 
be ſuſtained by our friends as grounds of averſion and 
diſregard, friendſhip, nay ſociety itſelf muſt ſoon end. 
If we are conſcious of our own failings, we wiſh that 


our friends would pity us, would draw a veil over 


our faults, and aid us in eorrecting them: and ſhould 
we not judge in the ſame manner with regard to others 


as we would have them do in our behalf? We ought . } 


to remember that the ſpirits of different men are like 
their bodily conſtitutions, ſubject to different maladies 
and diſtempers. Should we then ſuppoſe a number 
of diſeaſed perſons in an infirmary, one afflicted with a 
gout, another with a gravel, ſome complaining of 


iickneſs, and others of pain, &c. if, inſtead of pitying - 
and aiding each other, they ſhould make their diffe- 


rence of ailments a ground of diſputing and quarrel- 


ling, how madly ridiculous would ſuch a conteſt ap- 


pear? And if in like manner in a ſociety of Chriſtians, 
one is naturally paſſionate, and another poſitive, ſome 
of quick and ready faculties, and others whoſe talents 


are fewer and weaker; one ſubjeR to one P 
| 


plague of heart, and another to infirmities of a d 


C2 


ferent or oppoſite kind, does not this call for the | 


ſame ſympathy, as every one, efpecially iick perſons, 
NM ougltt 


this leads me to the 
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90 An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
ought to exerciſe with each other? Or if, inſtead of 
this, it excites contention and hate, is ſt not as ridicy- 
lous as in the caſe juſt now mentioned? When there. 
fore we think on the infirmities and faults of our pro- 
ther, let us regard them as diſeaſes he is ſubject to; 
let us not ſuffer this to leſſen our eſteem or affection 
for him; let us on the contrary enquire how we may 
remove or correct the evils he labours under; and 
_ prudence and activity let us endeavour to remedy 
them. ; 

2. In order to maintain mutual friendſhip, we muſt 
beware of taking the expreſſions or actions of our 
companions in bad part, or by a wrong handle. This 
is perhaps one of the molt neceſſary rules, in order 
to preſerve the peace of focieties of whatever kind, and 
to prevent theſe. breaches: which often overturn the 
molt intimate and ſacred engagements- We often 
find the . moſt inveterate enmities ariſing from no 
greater cauſe than a miſunderſtood expreſſion, or 4 
miſconſtructed action, or, at moſt, from ſome flight 
indiſcretion in people's language or behaviour. Such 
trifling events firſt produce coldneſs, and chagrin 
their reſentment ; which ſoon grows up to hatred and 
enmity;-----------Bchold what a great fire a ſmall ſpark 
kindles ?---- ----------How neceflary then to ſmother it 
while but weak? To this purpoſe, if our companion 
happens to ſay any thing which we think reflects on 
us, or which we apprehend to be ill natured, unman- 
nerly or fatyrical, we muſt not inſtantly condemn him; 


we ought. firlt with charity and tenderneſs to examine 


whether the expreſſion be capable of another and bet- 
ter meaning; whether it be ſpoke in good humour, 

with a view to divert and not to injure; and whether 

it may not proceed from ſome miſ. information or miſ- 

conſtruction. --------------In like manner, we mnſt not 
raſhly condemn thoſe actions, which, at firſt view, we, 

apprehend to be unfriendly, or even unjuſt.----------R 
is the extreme of preſumption, to conclude that our 
firſt apprehenſions of things are infallibly true. 
po. 6 | Humility 
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in the nature, manner, motives: and views of the ac- Þ 
tion, which atleaſt extenuate, if they do not altoge- 
ther vindicate the conduct of our friend: and if an 
expreſſion be capable of a good and agreeable mean- ' 


ing; if an action can be conceived of in a favourable 
light, in thoſe views we are bound to regard them. 
— r if the expreſſions or actions of our brother 
are ſuch, as we can neither ſoften nor vindicate, 
we muſt then, with meekneſs, inform our offending 
friend of what we think has injured us: if he has the 
diſpoſitions that become a friend, he will either ſatisf 

us of his conduct, or acknowledge his fault (whic 

obliges us to forgiye him:) or if he want theſe diſpo- 


ſitions, we ſuſtain no loſs by giving up correſpondence + 


with him: but along with this, we muſt give up re- 


ſentment alſo ;---------Charity ſuffereth long and is kind 


it not eaſily provoked-===--thinketh no evil. bear- 
eth all things endurethᷣ all things, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 
3. As brethren we muſt ſympathize with each 
other in the ſeveral events which providence may diſ- 
penſe to any of us: could we come to conceive of 
our relations to each other, in the way in which the 
ſcriptures repreſent them, we would then find the ſym. 


pathy I ſpeak of, becoming as natural to us. No 


man ever yet hated his own fleſh; but when one 
member is in pain, all the reſt will ſuffer, at leaſt it 
muſt be a rotten member that is not affected with the 
agonies of it's fellows. If we conceive of ourſelves. as 
members of that body, of which Chriſt is the head, 
we will then be careful, That there ſbould be no ſchiſm. in 
the body, but that the members ſhauld have the ſame care 
one for ancther : And whether one member ſuffer, all 
the members ſuffer with it; or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it, 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26. If 


our glorious head be afflicted in all the afflictions of 


his people, Ifa. Ixiii. 9. If he is perſecuted by their 


— NS ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, Acts ix. 4. then ſuch. as are united to him, 
and are members of his body, will in like manner 
ſympathize with their fellow ſaints, they will feel 
each others pains, will mourn in each others calami- 
ties, will bear one anothers burdens, and do all in their 
power for relieving them, like the great apoſtle 2 Cor. 


Li. 29. Who is weak, and 7 am not weak? Wha is offended, 
and burn not? A 
4. This ſympathy will engage us, chearfully to 


communicate all we can afford to the neceſſities of our 
brethren, by ſupplying their wants, as far as their 


condition, and our circumſtances may allow, Having 


cur giſt ready, as a matter of bounty, not © covetouſne/; 
giving not grudgingly, or of neceſſity ; for Cod 
loveth a chearful giver, 2 Cor. ix. 5, 7. If the love of 
our neighbour ſhould engage to this, the love of Chriſt 
ſhould conſtrain to it, ſince he counts our kindneſs to 


his poor members, as done to himſelf. See Matth. xxv. 


34.48. 3 , 
g The ſame motives ought to engage us to conſider 
the intereſts of our friends in all things as oyr own 


and therefore to take every opportunity of ſerving 


aſſiſting, and obliging them. Are any of our brethren 
under malicious calumny and reproach? we muſt do 
all in our power to vindicate their reputation, to wipe 
off all aſperſions from their character, and to ſet it in 
a true light. - Are they injured? we muſt exert our- 
ſelves in pleading their cauſe, and in maintaining 
their right. Are they expoſed to any danger? we 
muſt, with reſolution, endeavour to protect them by 
our aſſiſtance and advice: ina word, if jn any want 
we can be uſeful to them, we ought to conſider they 
are our brethren, and ſhould therefore labour for their 
intereſts; 7o ds good, and to communicate forget nt 
for with ſuch ſacrifices Cod is well pleaſed, Heb. xiit 
6. While we endeavour to maintain and exercife 
an unfeigned love for our brethren, we, muſt, 1 the 
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of Religious Fellowſhip. 93 
ſame time, beware that we indulge nothing in our 
own temper or conduct, which may leſſen their eſteem 
of us, or their affection for us. It is one of the great - 
eſt infirmities of human nature, that we are blind to 
our own imperſections and faults: we readily perceive 


the mote in our neighbour's eye, while we obſerve 


not the beam in our own : we have many excuſes for our 


own faults, while we make no allowances for the fail- 


ings of others, we often indulge ourſelves in theſe very 
things which we cenſure in others, and take a liberty 
to ourſelves which we wont grant them; but if we 
are ſerious in our profeſhon of friendſhip, we will be 
earneſt in deſiring, and careful in adverting to the 
cenſure of our Chriſtian intimates: with care and 
frequency we will examine and cenſure our own con- 
duct, as if not ours, but another's; and by ſuch judg- 
ment we will correct and improve our converſation, 
even the moſt minute circumſtances: Let us not there- 


fore judge ene another any more, but judge this rather, | 


that no man put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to fall 
in his neighbour's way, Rom. xiv. 3. Nor muſt we think 
it enough that we abſtain from things criminal, that our 
brother be not offended: the ſcripture intimates an obli- 
gation to forbear even things innocent and allowable, 
when they come to be of ſuch a kind, as wound the con- 
ſcience ofour brethren, 1 Cor. viii. 9, 11, 12, 13. But take 
heed lſt this liberty of yours become a ſtumbling block to 


them that are weak-=«-=-and through thy knowledge ſhall 


the weak brother periſb, for whom Chriſt died. But when 
you ſin ſo againſt the brethren, and weund their weak con- 
ſcience, ye ſin againſt Chriſt. Wherefore if meat make my 
brother to offend. I will eat no fleſh while the world 
ftandeth, leaft I make my brother to offend. It is thus we 
are to condeſcend to men of low eſtate; thus we muſt 
bear one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of 

Chriſt. VV - Se 
7. Laſtly, Reciprocal love and good offices will 
lead us to a fondneſs for each other's company; = 
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this, not only in our formal meetings, but on ever 
opportunity which caſts up. I have often obſerved with 
- Pleaſure, members of ſociety meetings in the place 


'. where I live, ſeeking each other out, and forming 


companies on the road, in returning from ſermons, or 
other public aſſemblies; and while they communed to- 
| gether of divine things, and with an affectionate free- 
dom opened their hearts to each other, I could not 
but ſay, fee how they love one another, -The com- 
panions who love, and are beloved by us, are the peo» 
ple in whoſe company we find the greateſt relaxation 
of Spirit, and the moſt rational and. ſolid pleaſure: 
while their opinions have the maſt influence, their 
counſel and example have the greateſt weight with us; 
and thus intimacies founded on love, gain ſtrength by 
frequent correſpondence; and by this alfo, more effectu- 
ally obtain the noble purpoſes of friendſhip. To con- 
clude this head. | „ 

If members of religious ſocieties were thus diſpoſed, 
and thus exerciſed, this would qualify them more and 


more for acting a proper part in their religious meet- 


ings; and their exerciſe in theſe would greatly fortify 
the amiable diſpoſitions I have recommended.. 
By this method, the diſaſtrous evils, which break the 
peace of ſociety, and diſappoint its noble purpoſes, will 
be prevented. Eſteem, affection, benevolence, gratitude, 
and the whole lovely train of ſocial virtues, will daily 


grow; the bleſſed purpoſes of ſociety will be obtained, 


and our meetings will indeed become feaſts of chari- 
ty. : 
Ns with a private Chriſtian, it is not enough that 
he act ſuch à part, as he can anſwer for to his own 
mind, but he alſo makes it his care to be without 
rebuke in the world, and, as far as is conſiſtent with 
a good conſcience, to obtain their eſteem and approba- 
tion; ſo ought it to be with a religious ſociety. While 
they are at pains, by the rules of their fraternity, to 
approve themſelves to each other; they muſt alſo en- 
deavour, by all means, to prevent the cenſures " 
| 2 | wor 
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of Religious Fellowſhip. os | 
world readily make on every thing which differs from 
their way, or ſeems to condemn their practices; and 
muſt act in ſuch a way towards them that are without, 
as may force from them that teſtimony which is due 
to the way of religion. 1 therefore proceed to the laſt 
thing I propoſed, viz. : 1 

IV. To offer ſome advices to the members of religious 
ſocieties, relating to their conduct toward thoſe who are 
without; who either have no profeſſion of religion, or 


who do not join in ſuch religious fellowſhip as this we A 


ſpeak of. | | 

The eyes of the world are, no doubt on every one 
who has a profeſhon of religion; and, in a particular 
manner, on perſons who are profeſſedly aſſociated on 
religious views: with a criminal partiality they obſerve 
their overt practices; they pry into their ſecret conduct, 
and ſeek every way to find occaſion for cenſure: every 
miſcarriage they diſcover, gives them a malicious joy; 
they prepoſterouſly fancy, that the faults of a religi- 
ous perſon authorizes their crimes; and often come to 
conclude, that religion is but a name, and that a pro- 
feſſion of it is but a maſk. A Chriſtian therefore and 
a member of a religious fraternity, muſt in all his con- 
duct have this great purpoſe in view, viz. To main- 
tain the credit and dignity of religion; to evidence the 
ſincerity of his own profeſſion; and to ſet Chriſtianity 


in that amiable light by his example, as may recommend 


it to all around him, and may engage the world at once 

to receive, and love the ways of God. And for theſe 
ends, = | 2 | | 
1. Members of religious ſocieties, ought to beware 
of diſpiſing and undervaluing thoſe they think ſtrang- 
ers to religion, and of treating them in a haughty and 
fupercilious manner: though indeed the being a Chrif- 
tian exalts the loweſt man to ſuperior dignity; yet 
fuch dignity is quite inconſiſtent with a Phariſaical 
pride, and will never warrant us to treat thoſe with 
contempt, who ſeem ſtrangers to Chriſtianity. Such 
à conduct makes the world look on religion as a ſtiff 
| and 
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and unfociable principle; makes them conceive a hatred 
and averſion to the profeſſors, yea to the profeſlion oi 


and expoſe whatever they can find amiſs in the lives 
of religious people. On the contrary, an eaſy 
condeſcending, affable, and obliging conduct, recom- 
mends religion, diſarms malice itſelf, and forces even 
a wicked perſon to eſteem, love, and revere a good 
man. - Such a conduct ſhould therefore be habitual to 
a Ch: iſtian, and ever exerciſed towards all perſons: e. 
ven while we teſtify a diſlike to the practices or ſhun 


good nature, good manners, and diſcretion. In like man- 
ner, | 

2. A member of a religious fraternity, ought to be- 
ware of raſh, paſſionate, or public cenſures on the cha- 
racters of others however notour their faults may be. 
I have already ſhown, that cenſures on the practices of 
perſons, not members of the ſociety, is quite improper 
for religious meetings“. It is ſtil] more improper for 


all purpoſes unreaſonable, if done in a paſſionate or in a 
public manner; ſuch a way looks like an aſſuming a ſu- 
periority over thoſe we reprove, or intimates a diſregard 
and averſion to them; and muſt therefore be carefully 
ſnunned, if we would either gain them to religion, or 
maintain our character with them. Though we are ſtill 
bound to cenſure vice wherever we ſind it, yet we muſt 
always take care that our reproof be given in a proper 
ſeaſon, and in the moſt modeſt and engaging way our 
prudence can direct. And therefore,  _ 
z. We ought, by all acts of good will and kindneſs, 
. to convince thoſe, that, however we diſlike their ways, 
we love their perſons; we mult take every opportunt- 
ty of doing good to them; and even when they ex- 
_ * preſs the utmoſt enmity againit us, we muſt demon- 


ſtrate our readineſs to forgive and to do good, even to 
| | | our 


* Vide Rule xii. Page 74, 7 5, RCs 
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the ſociety of the profane, it ſtill muſt be done with 


any particular member to act ſuch a part: and it is to 
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our molt inveterate enemies. As an evidence of this 
temper, - SL . 7 
4. We muſt, with all diligence, endeayour to bring 
thoſe that are ſtrangers, to know and reliſh the things 
that pertain to godlineſs ; for this purpoſe, our pray- 
ers, our example, and all che influence we can have 
with them muſt be exerciſed; and this we are to make 
our purpoſe in all our converſation with them. A ju- 
ucious and lively Chriſtian will take the hint from al- 
molt every circumſtance, to turn the converſation from 
vain or criminal fubjects, to thoſe that are ſacred and 
important: and if to this art, we could add the ſkill 
of handling theſe ſubjects in a worthy, yet entertain- 
ing way, what a bleſſing would a religious perſon be, 
to every company he enters? It is this the apoſtle ex- 
horts to, Col iv. 5, 6. Walk in wifdom towards them 
that are without, redeeming the time. Let your ſpeech 
be always with grace ſeaſened with ſalt, &c. | 
5. Laſtly, Members of ſociety meetings muſt en- 
deavour in all things, to act ſuch a part as will bear 
che moſt eenſorious ſcrutiny their enemies can make. 
Though we ſhould fpeak with the tongues of men and 

angels, yet if our practice belies what our lips utter, 
ve are but as ſounding brafs, and a tinkling eymbal; 
and the more flaming our profeſſion be, the more pro- 
der objects are we of ridicule and contempt. We mult 
herefore, to an active diligence in all the duties of de- 
otion, add a zealous activity in all the duties we are 
ound to by our relations, callings, and ftations what- 
ver. While we endeavour to keep a cloſe watch over 
dur hearts and practice, that we fin not againſt God, 
ve mull alſo take all poſſible care, that we entertain 
o ſentiment, that we indulge no paſſion, that we ut- 
er no expreſſion, and that we allow ourſelves in no 
ction, which may injure any man in his character, per- 
on, or eſtate: nor muſt we think, that the moſt fla- 
rant crimes will warrant us to tranſgreſs this rule, or 
o neglect the duties we otherwiſe owe to the wicked 
erfonz we muſt Mill * betwixt the perſon 
| | And 


them. The ſun itſelf is ſometimes eclipſed, or wadn 


Heaven, Mat. v. 16.— See then that ye walk circumſpil 


That though every body owns, that vicious compil 
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and his crime: while we hate the laſt, we muſt til 
love the firſt, and ſhew .that we love him, by mourn- 
ing for his wickedneſs, pitying him, praying to. God 


for him, and taking every meaſure prudence can dire, 


in order to reclaim and recover him. 

It is by ſuch a conduct as this, that Chriſtians wil 
force the approbation of the world in ſpite of envy; by 
ſuch a practice the hater of religion will be obliged 
to own the beauty that is in godlineſs: and if he is not 
brought to imitate, at leaſt he will eſteem and revere; 
good man. Though ſometimes the ways of God ar 


| attacked in the perſon of a Chriſtian, though ſuch maj 


for a while ſuffer reproach, yet their real character 


will at laft diſplay itſelf in its genuine excellency, it wil 


appear the brighter that it has been tried, and there 
by have a more affecting influence on thofe who ob 
ſerve it, perhaps on thoſe very perſons who traducel 


through a cloud, which, as it were, tarniſhes its lufire; 
but when at laſt he breaks out, his beauty appen 
more remarkably, and his brightneſs more dazzling: 
even ſo, The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, whi 
ſbineth more and more unto the perfect day, Prov. iv. i 
et your light ſo ſbine befsre men, that they mi 
fee your good works, and glorify your Father who ui 


ty, not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, becei 
the days are evil, Eph. v 16. Follow peace with all nit 
and holineſs, without which ng man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Thus, as I propoſed, J have offered fome regil 
tions for preventing the evils complained of, and 6 
the more effeCtual obtaining the purpoſes of religidl 
intimacies: but, before I have done, I muſt obſent 


ons are the moſt dangerous evils, and that our ol 
- fafety from ſuch, is by keeping at a diſtance; yet it 
one of the moſt difficult matters, to prevail with mil 

kind to relinquiſh the ſociety of perſuns whoſe prin 
; a \ py 
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ples and practices are fo agreeable to depraved -appe- 
tites and paſſion; and it 1s equally difficult to perſuade 
them to take up with companions whoſe thoughts are 
employed on things beyond the world, whoſe afﬀec- 
tions are engaged to things above it, and whoſe prac- 
tices are in moſt inſtances different, and in many things 
oppolite to the received maxims and ways of it. I 
ſhall therefore make the following reflections, as ſo ma- 
ny inferences from what I have ſaid. 


1. That religions intimacies are the heſt preſervatives 


8 — 


againſt the infectious evils which ariſe from our com- 
munication with perſons of vicious principles and ime 


moral practices. Such is the inclination mankind have 


to ſociety; that the moſt of people think any company 
is better than none; hence they readily enter into ſuck 
correſpondence with thoſe that are neareſt, as ſoon 


grows up to familiarity. ——Their opinions ſteal in up- 


on their mjnds.——If bad principles have impoſed on 


their companions, by means of that falſe glofs with 


which prejudice dreſſeth them, they will be communi- 
cated with the ſame diſguiſe, and for the ſame reaſons 


will be readily believed and adopted by thoſe that hear . 
them. If therefore a perſon be not ſolidly eſtabliſhed - 
in the principles of truth and virtue, but takes up his 
companions at random, what an extreme hazard does 


he run of being debauched both in principles and mo- 
rals? And how neceſſary is it, that every one ſhould 
be at the utmoſt pains to enter into intimacies with 
thoſe only whoſe converſation and example may eſta- 
bliſn him in worthy ſentiments, and form him to ex- 
cellency of manners? For, „ 

2. Religious fellowſhip appears to be attended with 
all the advantages which a reaſonable man can propoſe 
to himſelf by any kind of intimacies- Does one want 
information or improvement in knowledge, he will find 
religious intimates have a noble influence to furniſh and 
impreſs the mind with ſuch ſentiments, divine and mo- 
ral, as form the ſopl to true devotion, real holineſs and 


*xcellency. Do we want a true friend, who may take 
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tos An Inquiry into the nature, &c. 
| part in all our concerns, encourage us in things that 
are worthy, and be ſo fingularly kind, as to tell us of 


our faults, and adviſe us how to correct them, we wil 
find the very conſtitution of a religious fraternity gives 
us the proſpect of a number of ſuch intimates : or do 
we incline to that eaſy relaxation of mind, that innocent 
chearfulneſs and joy which we always expect from 
our intimates, we may*confidently hope for this with 
friends who have the beſt reaſon and the beſt right to 
OO 4 of IE de - 
3. It is plain that theſe advantages are mutual; the 
benefits ariſing from religious fellowſhip is ſuch as e- 
very meinber has the ſame acceſs to, and may enjoy in 
the ſame meaſure : while one is edified, his compani- 
ons are inſtructed ; while he is revived, they are re. 
freſhed; and private improvements hereby become 
diffuſively uſeful : eſpecially conſidering, - | 
4. Thatone ſociety of religious intimates, duly form- 
ed;- and properly exercifed,* may have a blefled influ- 
ence on all around them; and this not only by their 
prayers, but alſo by their examples. Example is one 
of theſe things which equally influence mankind to good 
or bad, to virtue or to vice : But we may, in charity 
to human nature, hope that its influence to reform 
ſhould be yet ſtronger than to ſeduce : there is ſome- 
thing in the character of a real Chriftian, ſo lovely, fo 
deſireable, that even perſons who will not imitate, are 
yet obliged to revere and approve of him. If ſuch be 
the influence of his example with people in whom the 
habits of vice are confirmed, and who are grown up 
in wickedneſs, what greater, what happier efects maj 
ſuch an example have, where the mind is yet capable ol 
reformation ? What ſtill greater influence, where 
reaſon acts its part, and directs people to ſeek for hap- 
pineſs in the way of Chriſtian excellency ? And if ex- 
ample be of ſo much conſequence, what benefits may 
well diſpoſed perſons expect from the prayers, the ad- 
vice and friendſhip of a devout ſociety? 7 
On the whole, it appears that religious fellowſhip is 
e e apo an, ae 


> See page 44, 45, &c. 
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of Religious Fellowſhip. tet 


one of the molt proper and eſfectual methods for im- 
proving. that turn our minds naturally have to ſociety z | 
and that ſuch ſocieties, duly regulated, and attended to | 
will have a moſt happy tendency for procuring both a 


perſonal and public reformation. 


Arong the bleſſed effects following that ſingular 
concern Which has appeared in this country for a con- 


ſiderable while paſt, this was one, that the people 


conferences. With joy we heard of fellowſhip meet- | 
ings erected 1n places and among people where Satan 


had long triumphed : yet ſerious Chriſtians were ap- 
prehenſive Jeſt ſuch meetings, for want of experience, 
and of proper regulations, ſhould miſs of their aim, 
and even fatally miſcarry: the poor people themſelves 
were under the ſame fears, and applied to all they 
thought able to adviſe them. It was long expected, 
that ſome miniſters of the longeſt ſtanding and experi- 


ence would publiſh ſomewhat for their direction in 


ſuch a critical. juncture. The meetings in the place 
where I reſide applied to me, to draw up ſome regula» 
tions for them; I did ſo, and was afterwards impor- 
tuned to publiſh them, with ſome diſſertation on the 


T hare eſſayed to do, in ſuch a way, as may be of uſe 
do direct in our conduct as members of ſociety in ge- 
neral, and in every ſocial engagement, though more 
particularly in ſocieties for religious fellowſhip. No- 
ching, as far as I know, has ever been publiſhed on 
the ſubject, except ſome general rules, which (as I 
already obferved) are readily diſpenſed with. It 1s 
thus I have been induced to offer the above refleftions 
and advices to the public. What may be wrong or 
wanting, I hope will be excuſed, in regard of the ſub- 
ject's being new. If this can but offer hints to ſome 
abler hand, I ſhall think my pains well employed: if 
it engage any number to religious fellowſhip, or prove 


uſeful to them in that exerciſe, my wiſh is obtained. 
May God grant that it may anſwer theſe purpoſes. Amen. 
. e APPEN DIN 
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nature and reaſonableneſs of ſuch engagements. This 
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PROMISED, p. 78. That, by way of appendix, I 
would here add a foecimen of the noble ſubjects 
cot converſation, which the ſcripture ſuggeſt as a help 
i to ſocieties when but forming, or where the members 


them. 
1.—It is ſaid, Acts ii. 13. When they heard this 
© they were pricked i in their _— &c. Q. When 
may the heart be ig to be ſavingly convinced of fin ? 
2.---John xvi. 8. When the dns is come, 
« he will reprove the world of fin,” SC Q. What is 
the difference betwixt the convictions of natural men, 
and thoſe of true penitents ? 
3.---Rom. vii. 13. That fin, by the commandment 
might become exceeding finful,” Ge. Q. 1. What 
zs it that renders fin fo exceeding criminal? Q. 2. 
'} How is it by the commandment ? 
Ft 4.---Jer. ii. 19.“ Know therefore, and ſee that it is 
an evil anda bitter thing, that thou haſt forſaken the 
| Lord thy God.” Q. 1, What is in the nature of 
fn which renders it an evil and bitter thing? Q. 2. 
When may a perſon be ſaid to know the evil and bit- 
terneſs of it? | 
* 5.--AQts xxiv. 25.—. C Felix trembled, ” &c. Q. 1. 
| Whence is it that convictions prove fruitleſs ? Q. 2, 
Ho ſhall we prevent this evil? 
0 i 6.----Pſal. xix. 12. © Who can underſtand his er- 
” rors?” Q. How ſhall we be exerciſed, in order to dif- 
cover our ſecret faults? ' 
2.---2 Cor. vii. 11. © For behold-this ſelf-ſame thing 
&« that ye ſorrowed after a 80 eit c. 


cannot afford ihemſelves variety. And 1 here ſubjoin 


renewed ſoul ? 


is that ſorrow for fin which is indeed after a godly } 
lort ? Q. 2. How are we to be exerciſed, in order to 
attain it? e l f 
8.---Job xxxiv. 32. What I ſee not teach thou me.” } 
Q. What is that diſcovery of ſin which a mourning 
penitent is to pray for? 3 | 1 
9.1 Theſſ. v. 19. Quench not the Spirit.” Q. 
When may one be ſaid to quench the Spirit?;v 
10.---Luke x11. 3.“ Except ye repent ye ſhall all 
« likewiſe periſh.” Q. What is that repentance which 
is unto life? . F 
t1.---Pfal. xcvii. 10. Ye that love the Lord hate 

« evil.” Q. What are the evidences of a true hatred ! 
at ſin? 36. | Y 
12.—Hoſ. xi. 7. © And my people are bent to back- ! 

« ſliding from me.” Q. What are the figns of a back- | 
ſliding foul ? . ; ; 
13.—Heb. iii. 12. Take heed, brethren, leſt there 

« be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart- } 
* mg from the living God.” 1. What is that evil 
heart of unbelief? Q. 2. How ſhall we know when | 
unbelief prevails? Q. 3. How ſhall we prevent it? 
14.—“ If I regard fin in my heart, the Lord will 

* not hear me.” Q. When may one be ſaid to regard 
fin in his heart? | g 
15. —--Iſa. xxviii. 17. The hail ſhall ſweep away 
the refuge of lies.“ Q. What are the refuges of lies, 
with which fo many deceive themſelves ? | 
16.— Matth. vii. 26. J will liken him to a foolifh } 
« man which built his houſe upon the ſand.” Q. Who |} 
are the fooliſh who build on the ſand ? : 
17.---Pſal. li. 17.“ The ſacrifices of God are a bro- | 

“ ken ſpirit.” Q. What is that contrition of ſou}, | 
which is ſo acceptable to God? 1 | 
18 ---Ezek. xxxvi. 26. © A new heart alſo will 1 
e give unto you.” Q. What are the evidences of | 
 19.---John iit. 3.“ Except a man be born again he. | 

| | ES «© cannot 


Q. Who are the perſons who may 
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| 4 cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Q. On what 


grounds may one conclude that he is born of God? 
20.---Matth. xvii. 3. Except ye be converted, and 
« become as little children, ye ſhall not enter into the 


« kingdom of God.” Q. What are theſe diſpoſitions . 


in which a ſincere convert is to reſemble a little child? 
21.-—Eph. ii. 1.“ You hath he quickened, who were 
« dead in treſpaſſes and ſins.” Q. What are the figns 
of ſpiritual life?? 
22.---Matth. v 6. © Bleſſed are they that hunger and 
« thirſt after righteouſneſs, for _ ſhall be filled.” 


and thirſt after righteouſneſs ? 
23.—Pſal. ix. 18. For the needy ſhall not. always 

ce be forgotten, the expectation of the poor ſhall not 
« periſh for ever.“ 
ones, whom God will not forget? 
224.— al. i. 15, 16. But when it pleaſed God 
« to reveal his Son in me 2 When may Chriſt be 
ſaid to be revealed in a perſon's ſoul? 

25.—John i. 14. We beheld his glory, the glory as 


ce of the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and 


« truth.” Q. 1. What is that glory which a Chriſtian 


diſcovers in the Lord Chriſt ? 


26.— Iſa. xxvi. 9 With my ſoul have I defired 
© thee in the night, and with my ſpirit within me will 
« I ſeek thee early.” Q. 1. What are theſe deſires af. 
ter God, which we may conclude to be of divine grace? 


Q. 2. What is it to ſeek God with the ſpirit, and that 


early? Q. 3. How ſhould a longing ſoul be. exerciſed 
in ſeeking the Lord? 
27.—John i. 12. © But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the ſons of God. , 
What is it to receive Jeſus Chriſt in truth and realny* 
28.—Ifa. Ivi- 6.—* And taketh hold of my covenant.” 
Q. What is it to lay hold on God's covenant ? | 
29. —Heb. vi. 18.“ We might have ſtrong conſola- 


* tion, 


e ſaid to hunger | 


Who are the poor and needy - 


Q.. 2. How. ſhall a foul 
| attain to ſuitable views of this glory? | 
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« tion, having fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet 
before us.” Q. Who are they who have truly fled, to 
Chriſt for confolltion? 
_ 39.---Rom. vi. 15. © Yield yourſelves unto God, as 
e thoſe that are alive from the dead, and your members 
as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God.” Q. 1. What 
is it to yield ourſelves unto God? Q. 2. When may our 
members be ſaid to be inſtruments of righteouſneſs un- 
to God? | | f 
31. Rom. x. 3. © They being ignorant of God's righ- 
te teouſneſs, and going about toeſtabliſntheirownrighte- 
ouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righte- 
ouſneſs of God.“ Q. 1; Who are theſe who go about to 
cſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs? Q. 2. Who are theſe 
who have ſubmitted themſelves unto the rigteouſneſs 
of God? i . | | 
32.---Phil iii. 3.“ For we are the circumcifion, who 
* worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, !} 
* and have ao confidence in the fleſh.” Q. r. What is 
it to worſhip God in the ſpirit? Q. 2. Who are they !! 
that rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus? Q. 3. Who are they who 1; 
have no confidence in the fleſh? | es 
33----Luke i. 53. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he hath ſent empty away.” 
Q. 1. Who are the hungry, to whom the promiſe is made? 
Q. 2. What is that ſatisfaction which is promiſed to 
em? Q. 3. Who are the rich who are ſent empty a- 
way! | „ 
34----2 Cor. v. 17. If any man be in Chriſt, he is a 
new creature.“ Q. When may one be ſaid to be in 
Fan 88 7 ; 
35. Matth. vii. 24. © I will liken him to a wiſe man, 
* who built his houſe upon a rock.” Q. Who are 
icy who have built on the rock? * 9 
36.— Col. ii. 10. And ye are complete in him.” . 
1. What is it to be complete in Chriſt? Q. 2. When 
ay we conclude that we are complete in him? 
37.—Iſa. xii. 2.---* I will truſt and not be afraid.” 
Q. 1. What is the ground of a Chriſtian's confidence 
| 0 
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and truſt? Q. 2. What is it to truſt with confidence 
and without fear? | 
38.---Ifa. l. 10.“ Who is among you that feareth the 
“ Lord, and that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that 
% walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? Let him truit 


1. What is it to fear the Lord? Q. 2. What is it to o- 
bey the voicc'of his ſervant? Q. 3. What is it to truſt 
in the Lord, and ſtay upon our God? Q. 4. How {hal 
one attain to a ſtayed truſt in God, when they are walk- 
ing in darkneſs. 


39.---Mat. v. 20. © except your righteouſneſs ſhall ex. 
<« ceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, ye 


1. What is that Phariſaical righteouſneſs which a Chril- 
tian muſt exceed? Q. 2. Wherein muſt our righteoul- 
neſs exceed that of the Phariſces? $i 
_ gO.---Mat. vi. 10.“ Thy will be done in earth as in 
«© heaven.” Q. When may our will be ſaid to be ſub- 
jected to the will of God? | . 
41.---Mat. v. 47. If ye ſalute your brethren only, 
© what do ye more than others? Q. Wherein mull ue 
exceed the ordinary ſort of profeſſors of religion ? 
42.---Rom. vii. 24. © O wretched man that I am, 
« who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death! 
Q. Who are the true wreſtlers againſt the botly of deat] 
or indwelling fin? a Fo 
43 ---Gal. v. 17.“ For the fleſh luſteth againſt the 
66 ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh.” Q. What is 
the difference betwixt a renewed and an unrenewed 
man's ſtruggles againſt ſin? 
44.— Acts xi. 2 
« purpoſe of heart, they ſhould cleave unto the Lord. 
Q. When may one be ſaid to cleave unto the Lord? 
45.—Pfal. xvi. 8. © Thave ſet the Lord always before 
bf . Q_ What is it to ſet the Lord always before 
us? | 
46.---Rom. viii 6. © To be carnally minded ig 
e death, but to be ſpiritually minded is life and 701 
| | | 3 


«© in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God.“ Q. 


* ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom of God.” C. 
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Q: 1. Who are the carnally minded? Q. 2. Who are 
the ſpiritually minded? | <A 3 
47.---1 Cor xv. 58.“ Be ye ſtedfaſt immoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,” &c. Q. 1. 
What is the ſtedfaſtneſs required of Chriſtians? O. a. 
When may one be ſaid to abound in the work of the 
Lord? Q. 3. How may we attain to ſtedfaſtneſs and 
improvement in the ways of God? _ 
48.---John xv. 5. Iamthevine, ye are the branches.” 
Wie. is the ſatisfying evidence of a vital union with 
Chriſt? | 8585 | 2 . 
49.— Ha. xlv. 22. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved.” 
&c, Q. What is that habitual and ſaving looking to a 
Saviour which is called for? : 
50 —- Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt, ne- 
« vertheleſs I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and 
5 the life I live in the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son 
© of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me.” Q. 
7. When may one be ſaid to be crucified with Chriſt ? 
Q. 2. What is it to live by faith on the ſon of God? Q. 
3- How ſhall we attain to a life of faith in all events 
and trials? Q. 4. How ſhall we attain to an affurance of 
Chriſt's love to. us? „ 
51. John xvii. 3. © This 1s life eternal, that they. 
* might know thee, the only true God and Jeſus Chriſt 


„% whom thou haſt ſent.” Q. What are the marks of a 


ſaving knowledge of God, and of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt ? 
52.—Matth. vii. 16.“ Ye ſhall know them by their 
© fruits.” Q. What are the fruits which ſhow one to be 
indeed a branch of the true vine? 
53-—Mat v. 16. © Let your light ſo ſhine beſore men, 
© as others ſeeing your good works, may glorify your 
« father which is in heaven.” Q. When may our light 
- TY to ſhine before men, to the praiſe and glory of 
od Fo dee 1 8 | 
54.—Rom. vi 17, © But ye have obeyed from the 
© heart that form of doAtrine which was delivered unto 
* you.” Q. What is that obedience which is from the 
heart, and agreeable to the goſpel? PF =. 
LT 2 55. Rer. 
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5. Rev. Ii. 4. Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat a- 


60 gainſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love.” Q 


1. What is the cauſe of the decay of 2 Chriſtian's love? 
Q. 2. When may our love be ſaid to be decaying ? 


3- How may we prevent this great evil ? 
ET ver. 21. * Keep yourſelves in the love of 


« God.” Q. By what means ſhall we keep ourſelres 
in the love of God? 
57. —-Eph. iv. 30. 

c whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of redemption.” 


What What is it to grieve the Holy Spirit? Q. 2. 


at is the Spirit's ſealing work in believers? 
58.—Hoſea vi. 4. For your goodneſs is as the 
« morning cloud, and as the early dew.” QI. What 
occaſions-the evaniſhing of our good diſpoſitions ? Q 
2. How ſhall 'we prevent our loſing them? 
9.—Rev. i Hi. 2. Strengthen the things which re- 
& main, and are ready to die.” Q. 1. What are the ſymp- 


toms of grace in decay? Q. 2. What are the cauſes of 


this decay! ? Q 7 What are the beſt means for reviving 


it ? 
es vi. 13. © And having done all to ſtand.” 
. How ſhall we be exerciſed, ſo as to maintain the 
diſpoſitions and practice which become Chriſtians : 
61.—Pfal. xviii. 23. © I kept myſelf from mine ini- 
Q: 1. How may we diſcover our predoni- 
nant ſin? Q. 2. How may we conquer it? 
62.—2 Pet. iii. 18. © But grow in grace, Cc. Q 
7. What are the beſt means of growing in grace? Q. 
4 What are the marks of a growing Chriſtian? 
63 Jude ver. 20. Building up yourſelves in you 
«© moſt Holy faith.” Q. What are the proger means 
for our being eſtabliſhed 7 in the faith? 
64.—1 Pet. ii. 7. Unto you therefore, which be- 
« hieve, he is precious.” Q. What are the things in 
Jeſus, which render him precious to believers ? 
65 — Rom. viii. 16.“ The Spirit itſelf beareth vit. 
*« neſs with our Spirit, that we are the children of 
o gl 2 "+ What are : the workings of the Spirit by 
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which he witneſſeth that we are the children of God ? 
66.-------- Job. xi. 13. If theu prepare thine heart, 
« and ſtretch out thine hand toward him,” Cc. r. 
What is tlie preparation of heart, which is requiſite in or- 
der to our approaching to God? Q 2. How ſhall we at- 
tain to a due fervour of ſpirit, in ſtretching out our hands 
to him? 
67.——Pſal. Ixiii. 2. To how thy power and thy glo- 
ce ry, fo as I have ſeen thee in the ſanctuary, O. When 
may we be faid to ſee the power and glory of Godin "_ 
nances? ' 

68,-----Pſal. Ixxxvi. 1.“ How amiable are thy taber- 
e nacles, Lord God of Hoſts!” Q: W hence is it; that a 
Chr iſtian eſteems the courts of God ſo highly! 

69. Iſa lvlii. 13 % If thou turn away thy foot 
& from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on Ph holy 
& day, and call the Sabbath a Jet ght,” Ce. Q. 1. Ho- 
are we to prepare for a Sabbath, ond the exerciſes of that 
holy day ? Q. 2. How are we to ſanctiſy it! | | 

70. —-Pfal. Ixxxiv. 4. „ Bleſſed are they that dwell| 
« in thy houſe,” & Q, t. What are the peculiar bleſſings 
received in ordinances? Q 2. How ſhall we know if we 
ve indeed profited by them? b 

71.—— --Job xxiii. 3. Othat I knew where I might} 


been long ſeeking God, but cannot find him in duties, ordi- f 
nances, or providences ? 4 

72 ——— Jod xxili. 3. I would fill my mouth with ar- 
4% guments, Q, What are the moſt proper arguments inf 


73.—— --- James i i. 6. © Let him alle! in faith, nothing wa- 
„ vering.“ Q. 1. What is it to pray in faith? A 2. Ho] 
hall we guard agaiuſt dqubting and unbelief in prayer? 
74. Jude verſe 20. Praying i in the Holy Ghoſt.““ 
2 What is it to pray in the Holy Ghoſt ? f 
75-------Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit alſo helpeth our 
82 infirmities,“ bee. 9. ow doth the Spirit help our in- q 


76. -.--Matth. vi, , 6. © But thou when thou prayeſt, en · 
*« ter into thy cloſet,” 2 How are we to be exerciſed i in 
ſecret prayer ? ; 
77. —-Deut. xvit. 19.“ And he ſhall read therein auf 
the days of his life, that he way learn to fear the Lord, * 
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& How hall we read the ſcriptures, ſo as to reap ſpirit- 


73.------Heb. iv. 2. Bat the word preached did not 


[ 1 e profit them, not being received with faith in them that 
. cee heard it.“ Qi. How ſhall we prepare for hearing the 
16 word? Q. 2. How ſhall we hear it, ſo as to profit by it! 


2 3. What is it to mix faith with the hearing of the 


79.---- -2 ' Chron. xxx. 19. Every one that prepareth 
What 


14 is the preparation of heart requiſite for ſalemn ordinances ? 


80 2 Cor. ki. 24. This do in remembrance of 


j de. t. What are the things relating to Chriſt, which 


Wal e *.. 805 How is faith to be exerciſed in commu: 
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(| cc all things,” Cc Q. 
1 


| we are particularly to remember in communicating ? Q. 2. 


with what diſpoſitions of mind are we to remember him! 
2. 3. How are we to be exerciſed 1 in order to this remem- 
vrance? 


81. 


— —Heb. xi. 28. * Through MAth he kept the 


| B&———]er. xvii. 9.“ The heart is deceitful above 
. I. When may we conclude of our 


;) impreſſions, that they have been, or are deluſive? Q. 2, 


What are the proper marks of deluſion in our affections or. 
|| exerciſes? Q 3. How ſhall we be exerciſed, when we diſ- 
cover the impoſture? 

. 85.— tt Pet. v. 5. Be Seed with humility. 25 2 
What is it to be clothed with humility ? | 


86. 2 Cor. xii. 7. © Leſt I ſhould be ** 3 


| | meaſure,” Cc. Q 1. How ſhall we perceive the growth of 


* pride in us? Q. 2. How ſhall we prevent it? 
87.—Pſal. xxx. 6. © In my proſperity I ſaid; I ſhall ne- 
ee ver be moved.” Q How ſhall we prevent falling i into ſe- 


curity, after ſignal favours from God? 
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88.— Prov. iii. 24. Keep thy heart with all diligence.” 

. How are we to beexerciſcd, in order to keep our hearts? 

89 Pſal. cxli. 3. © Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
« mouth,” Q What is the moſt effeftu.] method for ob- 
taining the government of the tongue? | 

90.—Phil. i. 27. only let your converſation be as be- 
cometh the goſpel.” Q When is our converſation as become 
eth the goſpel? - 25 | 2M 

91.—Gal. vi. 9. And let us not weary in well doing.“ 
Q. How may we prevent our weary ing luduty ? 

92 1 John ii. 15. If any man love the world, the 
6“ love of tie Father is not in him.” Q, What is the love 
of the world, which is inconſiſtent with the love of God? 

93.—1 John iii. 14. We know we have paſſed from 
„death to life, becauſe we love the brethren.” Q What 
are the marks of a true love to our brethren ? | 

94.—Mat. v. 44 Love your enemies, &c. Q. When 
is gur love to enemies of the right ſort ? | E_ 

95.—Mat. vi. 14. If you forgive men their treſpaſl: e, 
« your heavenly Father will alſo forgive you.” Q. How 
ſhall we bring our hearis to a forgiving temper ? 

96. — Mat. vii. 3. © And, why beholdeſt thou the mote 
that is in thy brother's eye, and conlidereſt not the beam 
: I. How ſhall we over- 


come the prejudices which render us blind to our own faults ? 
Q, 2. How ſhall we attain te ſuch impartiality in ſelf judge 
ing, as to judge ourſelves with the ſame ſeverity as we co 
others ? | N 
97.— Lev. xix. 17. Thou ſhall in any way rebuke thy 
*« neighbour.” Q What is the proper way of .dmoniſhing 
our brother? a n 
98.—Eph. v. 7.“ Be ye not partakers of other mens ſins ? 
Q. How do we become partakers of other mens fGns ? 
99.—Heb. xii. 10—4 For our profit, that we might be 
* Partakers of his holineſs.” Q, When is ffliction truly 
profitable? 8 : 78 
 I00—Gal. iv. 16 —“ Peace be on them.” Q. How ſhall 
we act, ſo as to maintain peace with God, and in conſcieuce ? 
101.— Phil. vi. 24. © Grace be wiih all them that love 
our Lord“ Q. What is that grace, whereof the loveis 
of Chriſt do par take? 25 | 
I02,—Pſal. lou. 9. “ For he will ſpeak peice to his 
| | Ez En pt ple. 
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„ people.” Q How ſhall we know that peace which Cog 
ſpeaks, ſrom that which we ſpeak to ourſelves ? 
103. —Pſal. cxiz. 19 © I am a ſtranger in the earth.” 
What is rhe character of one who lives as a ſtranger in 
the earth ? 
104. 1 Cor. x. 31.—“ Do all to the glory of God.“ 
„ How ſhall we direct our natural and civil actions to the 
glory of God? | 
105. Rom. x 1. © My hearts deſire and praver t) 
4 God for Ifracl is that they may be ſaved.” Q What 
means are we to uſe for the converſion of others | 
106.— Rev. iii. 3. I Will come on thee as a thief.” Q 
1. What frame of ſpirit ought we to maintain in the view 
of Chriſt's coming? Q. 2. Whence comes it to be ſucb a dif-. 
ficult matter to maintain this frame? Q 3 What is that 
watchfulneſs we are to exercile in the view of his coming ! 
107 — Phil. i. 21.“ For me to live is Chriſt, and to qie 
is gain. Q 1. When may we be ſaid to live to Chriſt? 
. 2. When may we conclude that our death ſhall be gain. 
108.— Mat. xxiv. 44. © Therefore be ye alſo ready.” 
KC Q When may one be {23d to be ready for death and 
judgment 
109.—2 Pet. iii. 12. Looking for and haſting to the 
& coming of the day of God. Q. 1. How fhall we look 
for the com ing of the day of God? Q 2. How Mall: we 
attain to a Joy ful pr _ of this event! „ 


By what I have ITY it is eaſy to ſee, that there 15 no. 
end to the nable {ujects of converſation of which the icrip- 
tures ſugpeit ; for theſe are indeed an inexhaullible furd : 
Nor ſhould | have condeſcended on ſuch a great number but 
for the reaſon ajready given. viz, To affiſt weaker Chriſtiauz 
who could not atord themſelves any varietyforconverſation- 

I mult add, that tho? the far greateſt part of the above 
texts and queſtions were collected before I hat feen the 
Rev. Mr. Wiiliſon's letter to a private ſociety in Edin- 
burgh ; yet where the queſtions coincide, I have in the 
moſt of inſtances, choſen the texts which he condeſcegis 
on, and the queitions alfo, with little variation. 


